Press Release 
Extended greenway ready for walkers


Avid walkers now have a longer greenway trail to traverse in Reidsville.


On Wednesday, May 31, officials will hold the ribbon cutting and dedication for the Jaycee Trail Extension, a greenway connector which links the Jaycee Trail that begins at Reidsville High School and goes to Jaycee Ballpark to the lower Jaycee Park on South Scales Street. 

The ceremony begins at 1:15 p.m. at the lower Jaycee Park.

As part of the ceremony, students from Lawsonville Avenue, South End and Moss Street Elementary Schools will be on hand. Construction on this connecting .3-mile greenway started last August and makes the entire Jaycee Trail 1.4 miles long.

The connector is the second phase of what is expected to be approximately a 7.5-mile series of greenways throughout the City. The connector is part of a 10-year grant to the City from the Annie Penn Community Trust to extend the current Jaycee Park greenway and build the Sherwood Drive and Lake Trails. The $909,650 Trust grant will cover half the estimated costs of these trails.

“This addition to our greenway system is one of the first steps to having a series of trails throughout the City,” City Manager Kelly Almond said. “We believe all of our citizens will be able to take advantage of them, helping them to reap the health benefits from these walking paths around Reidsville.”

Jacob B. (Skip) Balsley III, Chair of the Annie Penn Community Trust, agrees.


“Annie Penn Community Trust puts a very strong emphasis on healthy lifestyles, and walking plays a vital role in that,” Balsley said. “We are also committed to programs that emphasize health and exercise at a young age. That is why we are so excited about the school children taking part in the dedication ceremony for the connector.”

Students from South End School participating in the dedication ceremony are those who have either qualified for the 300 Mile Club or 200 Mile Club in the school’s Mileage Club or students who have the highest number of miles walked in their class. South End’s Mileage Club is designed to encourage walking as a lifelong tool for physical fitness.


“South End is honored to participate in this event and commend both the Annie Penn Community Trust and the City of Reidsville for providing a delightful walking trail for our community,” said South End Elementary School Principal Tiffany A. Perkins.


Representing over 4,000 miles walked during the 2005-06 school year are the following South End students: Landon Gibson, 300 Mile Club participant and a top walker in the second grade; first-graders Nyah Townsend, Emilio Llamas (a top walker in his class), Justin Hairston, Sam Baber, second-graders John Michael McKinney, Erica Roland, Tyriq Pass, DeAsia England, Josh Jeffries (a top walker in his class), Sarah Roland, Malia Watkins and Cody Ward, 200 Mile Club participants; top walkers in their class Chance Townsend, Jacob Schraufnagel, Camron McGhee, Bryson Chapmon, kindergarteners; Caleb Stone, first grade; Ethan Mays, second grade; Keon Coleman, Dominique Duncan, third grade; Kevin Coleman, Landon Graves, fourth grade; and Wade Turpin, William Settle, fifth grade.

The Moss Street Elementary School students participating Wednesday afternoon are all members of the school’s 100 Mile Club. This second-grade class, taught by Mrs. Exum, teacher, and Mrs. Peoples, teacher assistant, is the first class to achieve this status at Moss Street. They will be accompanied by Ms. Randolph, physical education teacher assistant.

The Moss Street students are as follows: Andy Allen, Michel’Le Blackstock, Aaron Boles, Jymon Clark, Jessie Foster, Lydya Gwyn, Aaliyah Johnson, Kiana Keesee, DaeShawna King, Dakon Lane, Hannah Lee, Chantel Matthews, Briar Munn, Loren Settle, Holden Stanley, Amari Thomas, Justin Totten, J’Mhari Whitt, Maliek Williams, Moesha Williams, Merry Kate Willis, Nicholas Hall (a 200-mile walker).


Representing Lawsonville Elementary School at the ribbon cutting will be Student Council Officers Alica Neal, 5th-grade Council Secretary; Erica Escalante, 5th-grade Council Treasurer; Berenice Villegas, 5th-grade Council President; Alexis Slade, 4th-grade Council President-Elect; and Antrise Hewitt, 3rd-grade Council Vice President-Elect.


With the Jaycee Trail Connector completed, City officials are now making plans for the next phase – the Sherwood Trail, which will connect Courtland Avenue to Sherwood Drive. Construction on the Sherwood Trail is expected to begin within the next year.
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