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COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
None

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
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Nick Aceves, Teen Center Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He expressed appreciation to Mayor Pro Tem Gorham for “pinch hitting” for him at the July meeting.

The Mayor then asked Pastor Felicia Kellam of Benaja Mt. Zion Holiness Church of God, 600 McWalker Road, Reidsville, to provide the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman and Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked the Council if there were any items they wanted removed from the Consent Agenda? None were presented.

Councilman Henderson then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry, to approve Consent Agenda Items No. 1-2. The motion was passed in a unanimous 7-0 vote.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE JULY 11, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the July 11, 2007 regular meeting minutes as presented.
APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO CITY’S SEWER USE ORDINANCE AS REQUESTED BY THE EPA. (FIRST READING)
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved on first reading draft changes to the City’s Sewer Use Ordinance. In his July 27, 2007 memo to the City Manager, Public Works Director Steve Routh noted that NCDENR Division of Water Quality has found the 21 text changes submitted by the City in May of 2007 to be adequate and ready for adoption by City Council. He noted that these changes are “text only” and do not affect any of the City’s current limits to users of the City sewer system.

The following “Ordinance Amending Sewer Ordinance” was approved on first reading and will be considered on second reading by Council at its September 19th meeting:

ORDINANCE AMENDING 
SEWER USE ORDINANCE


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville that the following changes and corrections to the Sewer Use Ordinance are hereby adopted and effective upon completion of  reading and passage of same during two regular meeting of the Reidsville City Council.

Section 1 – That subsection (1)(b) of the term,  Authorized representative of the industrial user in Section 10-60 (Definitions), be amended to the following; 

“b.    The manager of one or more manufacturing, production, or operation facilities, provided, the manager is authorized to make management decisions which govern the operation of the regulated facility including having the explicit or implicit duty of making major capital investment recommendations, and initiate and direct comprehensive measures to assure long-term environmental compliance with environmental laws and regulations; can ensure that the necessary systems are established or actions taken to gather complete and accurate information for control mechanism requirements; and where authority to sign documents has been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with corporate procedures.”
Section 2 – That subsection (5) of the term, Authorized representative of the industrial user in Section 10-60 (Definitions), be added; 

“(5)    If the designation of an authorized representative is no longer accurate because a different individual or position has responsibility for the overall operation of the facility, or overall responsibility for environmental matters for the company, a new authorization satisfying the requirements of this section must be submitted to POTW Director prior to together with any reports to be signed by an authorized representative.”
Section 3 – That the description and definition of the term Slug load in Section 10-60 (Definitions), be amended to the following;

“Slug Load or Discharge.  Any discharge at a flow rate or concentration which has a reasonable potential to cause Interference or Pass-Through, or in any other way violates the POTW’s regulations, local limits, or Industrial User Permit conditions.  This can include but is not limited to spills and other accidental discharges; discharges of a non-routine, episodic nature; a non-customary batch discharge; or any other discharges that can cause a violation of the prohibited discharge standards in section 10-63 of this ordinance.”
Section 4 – That Section 10-70 (Accidental discharge/slug control plans) be amended to include the following;

“(a)   The POTW Director shall evaluate whether each significant industrial user needs a plan or other action to control and prevent slug discharges and accidental discharges as defined in Section 10-60.  All SIUs must be evaluated within one year of being designated a SIU.  The POTW Director may require any user to develop, submit for approval, and implement such a plan or other specific action.  Alternatively, the POTW Director may develop such a plan for any user.

(b)   All SIUs are required to notify the POTW immediately of any changes at its facility affecting the potential for spills and other accidental discharge, discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature, a non-customary batch discharge, or a slug load.  Also see Sections 10-82 and 10-83.

(c)  An accidental discharge/slug control plan shall address, at a minimum, the following:”
Section 5 – That subsection (2)(c) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users), be amended by adding the following at the end of the subsection;

“as required in Section 10-87 and 10-88.”
Section 6 – That subsection (3) (Application signatories and certification) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users), be amended to the following;

“(3)   Application signatories and certification:  All wastewater discharge permit applications and user reports must be signed by the current authorized representative of the user on file with the Control Authority and/or Municipality as defined in Section 10-60 and contain the following certification statement:  

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations."”
Section 7 – That subsection (10)(New Permits)(a)(5) of Section 10-77 (Same- Significant industrial users), be amended to the following;

“5.   Requirements for notifying the POTW in the event of an accidental discharge or slug load as defined in Section 10-60;”
Section 8 – That subsection (10)(Permit conditions)(a) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users) be amended to add the following new sub-subsections 6 & 7;

“6.   Requirements to implement a Plan or other controls for prevention of accidental discharges and/or slug loads as defined in Section 10-60(1)b.; if determined by the POTW Director to be necessary for the User and;

7.   Requirements for immediately notifying the POTW of any changes at its facility affecting the potential for spills and other accidental discharges, or slug load as defined in Section 10-60;  Also see Section 10-82 and 10-83;”
Section 9 – That sub-subsection 6 of subsection (10)(Permit conditions) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users) be renumbered to sub-section 8 with no other text changes.

Section 10 – That sub-subsection 4 of subsection (10)(Permit conditions)(b) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users) be deleted in its entirety and that sub-subsections 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 of subsection (10)(Permit conditions) be renumbered 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 with no other text changes.

Section 11 – That sub-subsection 15 of subsection (10)(Permit conditions) of Section 10-77 (Same – Significant industrial users) be deleted in its entirety and that sub-subsections 16 and 17 be renumbered to 14 and 15 with no other test changes.

Section 12 – That sub-sub-subsection (c) of sub-subsection (5)(Measurement of pollutants) of  Section 10-78 (Reporting requirements--Baseline monitoring reports)(b) be amended to the following;

“c.   Sampling must be performed in accordance with procedures set out in section 10-88 of this division and 40 CFR 403.12(b) and (g), including 40 CFR 403.12(g)(4).”
Section 13 – That sub-subsection (6)(Certification) of Section 10-78 (Reporting requirements – Baseline monitoring reports)(b) be amended to the following;

“(6)   Certification:  A statement, reviewed by the user's current authorized representative as defined in Section 10-60 and certified by a qualified professional, indicating whether pretreatment standards are being met on a consistent basis and, if not, whether additional operation and maintenance (O&M) and/or additional pretreatment is required to meet the pretreatment standards and requirements.”
Section 14 – That subsections (a) and (b) of Section 10-81 (Same--Periodic compliance) be amended to the following and that subsection (c) is deleted in its entirety;

“(a)   All significant industrial users shall, at a frequency determined by the POTW superintendent but in no case less than once every six months, submit a report indicating the nature and concentration of pollutants in the discharge which are limited by pretreatment standards and the applicable flows for the reporting period. All periodic compliance reports must be signed and certified in accordance with section 10-77(3) of this division.

(b)   If a user subject to the reporting requirement in this section monitors any pollutant more frequently than required by the POTW superintendent, using the procedures prescribed in section 10-87 of this division, the results of this monitoring shall be included in the report.”
Section 15 – That Section 10-82 (Same--Changed conditions) be amended by adding the following sentence at the end of the existing sentence and before subsection (1);

“See Section 10-83(d) for other reporting requirements.”
Section 16 – That subsection (a) of Section 10-83 (Same--Potential problems) be amended to the following;

“(a)   In the case of any discharge including, but not limited to, accidental discharges, discharges of a nonroutine, episodic nature, a noncustomary batch discharge or a slug load as defined in Section 10-60, that may cause potential problems for the POTW, the user shall immediately telephone and notify the POTW superintendent of the incident. This notification shall include the location of the discharge, type of waste, concentration and volume, if known, and corrective actions taken by the user.”
Section 17 – That a new subsection (d) as set out below be added to Section 10-83 (Same – Potential problems);

“(d)   All SIUs are required to notify the POTW immediately of any changes at its facility affecting the potential for spills and other accidental discharge, discharge of a non-routine, episodic nature, a non-customary batch discharge, or a slug load as defined in Section 10-60.”
Section 18 – That Section 10-85 (Same--Notice of violation/repeat sampling.) be amended in its entirety to the following;

“Sec. 10-85. Same--Notice of violation/repeat sampling.

(a)   If sampling performed by a user indicates a violation, the user must notify the POTW Director within twenty-four (24) hours of becoming aware of the violation. The user shall also repeat the sampling and analysis and submit the results of the repeat analysis to the POTW superintendent within thirty (30) days after becoming aware of the violation. If allowed by the POTW Director, the user is not required to resample:

(1)   if the POTW Director monitors at the user’s facility at least once a month; or

(2)   if the POTW Director samples between the user’s initial sampling and when the user receives the results of this sampling.

(b)   If the POTW Director does not require the user to perform any self-monitoring and the POTW sampling of the user indicates a violation, the POTW Director shall repeat the sampling and obtain the results of the repeat analysis within thirty (30) days after becoming aware of the violations, unless one of the following occurs:

(1)   the POTW Director monitors at the user’s facility at least once a month; or

(2)   the POTW Director samples the user between their initial sampling and when the POTW receives the results of this initial sampling; or

(3)   The POTW Director requires the user to perform sampling and submit the results to the POTW Director within the 30 day deadline of the POTW becoming aware of the violation.”
Section 19 – That Section 10-88 (Same--Sample collection), including subsections (a) and (b) be amended to the following including adding a new subsection (c);

“(a)   All wastewater samples must be representative of the user’s discharge.  Wastewater monitoring and flow measurement facilities shall be properly operated, kept clean, and maintained in good working order at all times.  The failure of a user to keep its monitoring facility in good working order shall not be grounds for the user to claim that sample results are unrepresentative of its discharge.

(b)   Grab samples must be used for pH, cyanide, total phenols, oil and grease, volatile organic compounds, and any other pollutants as required by 40 CFR 136.  The POTW shall determine the number of grabs necessary to be representative of the User’s discharge.  See 40 CFR 403.12(g)(5) for additional grab sample number requirements for BMR and 90 Day Compliance Reports.  Additionally, the POTW Director may allow collection of multiple grabs during a 24 hour period which are composited prior to analysis as allowed under 40 CFR 136.

(c)   Composite Samples:  All wastewater composite samples shall be collected with a minimum of hourly aliquots or grabs for each hour that there is a discharge.  All wastewater composite samples shall be collected using flow proportional composite collection techniques, unless time-proportional composite sampling or grab sampling is authorized by the POTW Director.  When authorizing time-proportional composites or grabs, the samples must be representative and the decision to allow the alternative sampling must be documented.”
Section 20 – That subsection (f) of Section 10-95 (Enforcement--Administrative remedies) be amended as follows but not including any changes to sub-subsections (1), (2) or (3) and amending sub-subsection (4) to read as follows;

“(f)   Termination of permit or Permission to Discharge:  The POTW Director may revoke a wastewater discharge permit or permission to discharge for good cause, including, but not limited to, the following reasons:  

(4)   Violation of conditions of the permit or permission to discharge, conditions of this ordinance, or any applicable State and Federal regulations.

Noncompliant industrial users will be notified of the proposed termination of their wastewater permit and will be offered an opportunity to show cause under this section why the proposed action should not be taken.”
Section 21 – That Section 10-99 (Annual publication of significant noncompliance) be amended as follows;

“Sec. 10-99. Annual publication of significant noncompliance.

At least annually, the POTW director shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation that provides meaningful public notice within the jurisdiction(s) served by the POTW, a list of those industrial users which were found to be in significant noncompliance, also referred to as reportable noncompliance in 15A NCAC 2H .0903(b)(10), with applicable pretreatment standards and requirements during the previous twelve (12) months.”

Section 22 – That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect on the nineteenth day of September 2007.

INTRODUCED the eighth day of August 2007.

FIRST READING:  August 8, 2007.

SECOND READING:  September 19, 2007.

PASSED this nineteenth day of September 2007.

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSENT:

NOT VOTING:

/s/_______________________________
/s/__________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
    James K. Festerman, Mayor 
- End of Consent Agenda -

PRESENTATION ON SUMMER NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS PROGRAM BY 

TEEN CENTER DIRECTOR NICK ACEVES.
Teen Center Director Nick Aceves talked about the importance of the summer parks program instituted at Briggs and Cambridge parks this year. For the six-week program, approximately 62 kids were signed up at Griggs and 36 at Cambridge. Daily attendance at Griggs was about 30 and at Cambridge about 15, he said. Aceves discussed how the program was organized over a three-month period. With Council’s help, they hope to plan a longer camp for next summer, Aceves said. He noted that Capt. William Hairston reported in a recent meeting that juvenile crime had been down between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. at the areas around the Griggs and Cambridge parks, especially around the Griggs Park area.

He then introduced the site supervisors Sharon Williamson (Griggs) and Ammie Hammond (Cambridge). He also introduced some of the campers.
Three of the campers got up to speak and told Council members some of the activities they enjoyed while at the summer day camps. They encouraged Council members to continue the program because it keeps kids occupied and out of trouble.

Williamson pointed out a visual display they had brought which showed the campers participating in activities and crafts as well as some photo books of the camps. She stated that the summer parks program had been successful, and she hoped Council would continue it because it did make a difference. 
Hammond noted that the end result would be that these campers would become leaders and be ready to take the Council members’ seats one day.

Mayor Festerman led the Council in applauding the camp workers and the teens. Councilman Rucker said they would support them next year because they need to keep the kids off the streets. He said they appreciated their work. Aceves said that he and Harry Brown (Parks & Recreation Director) will be getting a group together to present proposals for expanding the program. Mayor Festerman said he’d like to also express his appreciation to Parks & Recreation Director Brown. The Mayor said this was an exciting program and something where the City Council could see the results. He said it made him proud to be a member of this Council. 
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he would like them to look at the school schedule and see about expanding the program for a longer period of time until just about time school starts.
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS:
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the lone board and commission appointment.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
City Manager Almond referred to his written report, which he said was primarily for Council members’ information only. He did remind Council members of Item No. 1, which deals with a visit from Congressman Brad Miller on Saturday, August 11. Congressman Miller will arrive at 10 a.m., tour the current farmer’s market and the site of the new Market Park  and then go around 11 a.m. to Café 99 for a brunch and a discussion of the Congressman’s work with historic preservation.
Regarding today’s planned walking tour of the Scales Street area, City Manager Almond said that, due to the high temperatures, they would travel in the Parks & Recreation van down to the site.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler announced that the Council had unanimously re-appointed Anne Marie Simmons of 313 South Branch Street to the Historic Preservation Commission for a fourth term. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OFTHESE MINUTES.)
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak during the Public Comments portion of the meeting?
Mr. Richard Moore discusses Public Comments Policy.

Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman at 217D Turner Drive, Reidsville, stated that since there was nothing on the agenda about changing the Public Comments policy, he assumed that Council would not be considering today any changes to the “no personal attacks” portion of the policy? No one answered, and he continued.
Mr. Moore then began to read aloud from a letter from Ms. Katherine Parker of the American Civil Liberties Union regarding what happened on April 11th during the Council meeting. Written to Mr. McLeod (City Attorney), Ms. Parker discussed a complaint received by the ACLU from Mr. Moore, who had attempted to speak at a recent City Council meeting about a Council member’s property tax payments. She stated that she understood the Mayor had refused to allow Mr. Moore to speak on that topic and cited the part of the Public Comments policy prohibiting personal attacks.  In talking with the City Attorney, Ms. Parker said he told her he had contacted the Institute of Government, which had said the Mayor should have allowed Mr. Moore to speak, she wrote. Since she had told him she would look into the law regarding this, and get back to him if she believed a City Council policy prohibiting personal attacks was unconstitutional, Ms. Parker stated that she believed it was and cited several court decisions in the letter, according to Mr. Moore.
Mr. Moore read from the letter, “The First Amendment affords the broadest protection to political expression in order to sustain the unfettered interchange of ideas to bring about political and social change and promote the will of the people.” He also read that the right “includes the ability to question the fitness of the community leaders … especially in a forum created specifically to foster discussion” about a community. Consequently, even personal attacks against elected officials are protected, he continued to read. Mr. Moore stated that these are statements from the court and not Ms. Parker. He continued to read, stating that debate over issues, including the qualifications and performance of public officials, “lies at the heart” of the First Amendment.

Mr. Moore went on to say that Ms. Parker states in her letter that Mr. Moore’s comments indicated he believed Council wasn’t functioning the way it should because he had found public evidence indicating a member had demonstrated contempt for City laws. Having discussed the situation with Mr. Moore and from talking to the City Attorney, Ms. Parker said it doesn’t appear Mr. Moore was disrupting the orderly progress of the meeting. If that is correct, he should have been allowed to speak, Mr. Moore read.

City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. let Mr. Moore know that his three minutes were up, and Mr. Moore sat down.

The Mayor asked if there was anyone else who wished to address City Council? The City Manager asked to add an item.
Invitation to the Golf Tournament Dinner.

City Manager Almond interjected that Beth Simmons of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce had asked him to invite Council members to the dinner portion of the Chamber-sponsored Business Appreciation Golf Tournament going on today at the Plantation Golf Course. Dinner would begin around 5:30 p.m. at the Plantation, he said.

The Mayor again asked if there was anyone else who wished to address City Council? No one came forward, and the Council continued on to the next item on the agenda.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman stated that there were not enough members at the last Reidsville Appearance Commission meeting for a quorum so no meeting was held.
The Historic Preservation Commission met on Tuesday, July 17. The items taken care of included the following: a listing of repairs at the Governor Reid House; announcement that the report on the historic districts will be made at the August meeting; the situation regarding the Landmark status of the Main Street Methodist Church is still under consideration since additional information was needed; and thank you signs and bronze plaques will be purchased.
The Councilwoman noted that she had gone to as many National Night Out events as she could given the time constraints. She described it as a pleasant “perk” of being an elected official is being able to visit around the City to see all of the things that are going on and take part in them. 
Councilman Rucker – The Councilman said he had ridden down Vance Street, and it was “looking good.”  He noted that Mayor Pro Tem Gorham’s wife was in the audience. 

City Manager Almond said the paving of Vance Street should be finished today, but there are 14 side streets that have to have the paving leveled out onto them.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said he had nothing to report from the Planning Board meeting. He talked of attending Community Watch meetings. He noted that they are very proud of the Fire Department and the Fire Chief, who gave a very good presentation at the Galilee Church for the McLaurin Neighborhood Watch group. He said the Fire Marshal gave a good presentation at the Eagle Eyes Watch meeting held at Community Baptist Church. The Mayor Pro Tem said he was proud to be a citizen of Reidsville and to have such men working for us.

The Mayor Pro Tem said he would echo that he is pleased and very proud of the summer parks program. He said he had the opportunity to visit on site several times, although he made more visits to Griggs than he did to Cambridge. He said he drove through both several times, and the kids were very attentive and alert and looked like they were having a good time. He said he hoped the Council would take a look at refunding it again next year and look at making it a bigger program. He noted that Stan Allen “pinch hitted” for Captain Ronnie Ellison at the Community Baptist program and did an excellent job.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman said he thought the summer program was the way to go. He said he had heard a lot of talk lately about gangs and building more prisons, but he stressed that the way to go is right there. He said unless these youth could be changed when they’re younger, that is where they will wind up. He said an expanded program will be better for the community.
Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman noted that members of the Human Relations Commission had gone to Lexington last month to visit its housing authority there. He said they were greeted well and given a tour of the facility there. He noted that the Commission will be making a report to Council in the future.
In regards to the Chamber of Commerce, he reminded Council members of the Chamber’s ice cream social and of today’s golf tournament and dinner.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor talked about the City’s midnight basketball program, which he described as an “excellent” program for youth ages 14-18. It meets from 10 p.m. to midnight on Friday nights at different locations (Rec Gym and Reidsville YMCA). He said he looked forward to its success.
He stated that he had been approached by two citizens concerned about the truck traffic on Lawndale Drive. City Manager Almond noted that the City had reduced the speed limit on Lawndale, but he would get staff to look at it.

The Mayor said he had visited seven of the groups at the National Night Out celebrations. He expressed his appreciation to the Police Department and Capt. Ellison for the organized celebrations throughout the City. He noted that this program had grown beyond his expectations.

Mayor Festerman said he would also like to see NCDOT review the intersection of South Scales Street and Watlington Drive again for a possible street light.

On a sad note, the Mayor stated that on July 26, the City lost Melvin Gantt, one of its well-known leaders, one of the most respected and admired. He said if they tried to think of all the projects Mr. Gantt had been associated with and things he had done for the City, they would be there a long time. He asked for those present to remember Mr. Gantt’s family, including his wife, Faye, son, Steve and his grandsons and wanted to let them know they would always have him in their memory. He did so much for this City, the Mayor stated. Mayor Festerman then asked those present to have a moment of silent prayer for Gantt’s family.
Mayor Festerman then noted that the Council would recess and reconvene down in front of the Fitness Center on Scales Street in about 10 minutes for a tour of the area. He added that they would reconvene in this building before adjourning.
Before recessing, Councilman Henderson noted that the area had also lost two prominent doctors, Dr. Hill and Dr. Smith, who have closed their practices.

TOUR OF SITE OF DEMOLITIONS ON SCALES STREET.
City Manager Almond pointed out the changes in the landscape of North Scales Street due to the demolitions of dilapidated properties. He said he gets “more excited” every day about the difference the City is making to the entranceway into the downtown area. He discussed the need, with the work that had been going on, for new sidewalks. He pointed out where the new curb lines would need to be established up to the monument. He said they were talking about 6-foot or 7-foot sidewalks. He pointed to the area behind the Police Department, which would have one entranceway off Scales Street to minimize the number of driveway entrances.
He discussed briefly some of the things that had been found during the demolition period, including an underground water tank used by the Fire Department when the fire station was located on Morehead Street.

More than 100,000 bricks were salvaged during the demolition, which were recycled by the company; therefore, giving the City a better price for the work, City Manager Almond noted.

The original contract called for the company to fill in with dirt, but it was decided that the City could haul dirt in for a cheaper price. With the use of City forces, they were going to be able to make the area a “nice, flat level surface,” the City Manager explained.
City Manager Almond also noted that a water cistern had been discovered underground next to the Fitness Center. Access to it will be closed off, and eventually the tank will be removed and the area will need to be filled in, he explained.

Old EMS Building & North Scales Street Improvements.

City Manager Almond pointed to the old EMS building on Morehead Street, which is visible from Scales Street after all the demolition. It would cost $41,000 to demolish the building, much of which would have to be done by hand because of the fear of damaging the hair salon next door, he said.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked what would be the cost to save it? The City Manager stated that it would cost $27,000 to save it, based on estimates a company had gotten which was considering purchasing the building. There was a brief discussion about changing the exterior of the building so that the back would look like the front as drivers drive up Scales Street. Community Development Director Michael Pearce added that landscaping could be done as well.

Council members then returned to the first-floor conference room of City Hall for the remainder of the meeting.

City Manager Almond again noted how the Council was transforming both edges of the downtown area. He noted that he would be meeting next week with the architect for the new Market Park. He explained that to continue with the transformation, the City would need to do sidewalks and curb and gutter along North Scales Street near the site of the demolition work. He said he would need $87,000 for the project, which would include utility relocation and some landscaping.
Due to the historic nature of the EMS building, the City would like to make productive use out of the building instead of tearing it down. City Manager Almond said he would need $27,000 to fix the outside of the building. He noted that the interior of the building is not in bad shape. 
Councilman Turner said he would like to see the City go ahead with the sidewalks and curb and guttering on Scales Street and do some refurbishment to the EMS base. He noted that everybody is very excited about the changes.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham stated that the Townes building looks bad now that it is more visible.
There was a brief discussion about the small service station at the intersection of Morehead and Scales streets. Described by some as the little “Pooh” building, the structure is currently being refurbished. A bit of its history was mentioned, including that a member of the Luckies ball team had lived up in the eaves of the building for a while.

City Manager Almond stated that he would need $125,000 to do both the sidewalks and the curb and guttering as well as the refurbishing of the exterior of the EMS building. To leave the building as it is negates what the City has done already, it was noted. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that by making these cosmetic buildings, it almost forces other building owners to do something with their properties. There was a brief discussion about some work done on the nearby Townes building.
Councilman Turner was asked if he was making a motion, based on his earlier comments? Councilman Turner said he was, his motion being for the City to go ahead with the sidewalks and curb and guttering on Scales Street and refurbishing of the EMS base using $125,000 from the General Fund Undesignated Fund Balance. Councilman Rucker seconded the motion.

City Manager Almond told the Council that they are “going to be proud” of the area.

The motion was then approved in a 7-0 vote.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 2 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 2
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes to reduce the City's budget to appropriate funds for restoration and improvements on North Scales Street Properties;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $125,000.00. 

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4260-3512, Historic Property Restoration, be increased by $30,000.00; that expense account number 10-4510-2418, North Scales Street Streetscape, be increased by $95,000.00.
This the 8th day of August, 2007.

                       /s/ _____________________                                        

                              James K. Festerman    

                                       Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________                                   

     Angela G. Stadler, CMC

             City Clerk

Councilman Henderson asked what this does to the Fund Balance? City Manager Almond said he wasn’t sure of the figure, but he would find out. He noted that expenditures have been for productive use and capital expenses and not for operations.

The City Manager stressed that this is Phase I of the North Scales Street improvement project. He said that NCDOT has approved the sidewalk concept for it. Councilwoman Zdanski asked if DOT will help financially with the project? City Manager Almond said he understood that NCDOT had put some money aside for the project.

Status of new Teen Center.

City Manager Almond updated the Council on construction of the new Teen Center on Sprinkle Street. He said the building should be completed around the second week in September. The work of Teen Center Director Nick Aceves was complimented, and it was stated that these efforts will pay dividends for area youth. Councilwoman Zdanski said money needs to be spent on educating these kids rather than building new jails.

Vance Street Improvements.

The Vance Street improvements were discussed briefly. It was noted that most of the complaining isn’t coming from the residents along the roadway but from others who are traveling it. City Manager Almond said he believes the people who live there realize they are getting a quality roadway.

The speed limit was noted. City Manager Almond said the road currently is 30 mph with plans for it to go to 35 mph. He said it was designed for 45 mph.

Councilman Gentry questioned whether the paving could be continued out to the Southern Connector? He said it really needed to be continued on both ends because with the new blacktop on it, it looks unfinished at the endpoints.

Other Concerns.

City Manager Almond was asked to check on several items, including drafting a letter to Congressman Brad Miller about some of Council’s concerns and looking into the status of the SRO position at the ALP Center.
Motion to Adjourn.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham then made the motion to adjourn at approximately 4:37 p.m., which was seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved in a 7-0 vote.





__________________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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