MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2005 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor John M. "Jay" Donecker 

Mayor Pro-Tem John Gentry

Councilman James K. Festerman

Councilman John Henderson Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman W. Clark Turner

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
None

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                         Michael Pearce, Community Development Director


                                                                         Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director
            





Mayor Donecker called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He asked Pastor Felecia Kellam of Benaja Mt. Zion Holiness Church of God to provide the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

The audience then rose to give the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, which was led by Boy Scouts Jacob Stadler and Travis Wilson of Troop 744. The troop is sponsored by First Congregational Christian Church in Reidsville.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked Council members if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda for individual consideration? None were offered.

Councilman Rucker then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Festerman and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 -- APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 12, 2005 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE JANUARY 19, 2005 WORK SESSION MINUTES. 
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the January 12, 2005 regular meeting minutes and the January 19, 2005 work session minutes.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 -- APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 11, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR POLICE EXPLORER ACTIVITIES AND FOR SALES TAX AUDIT ACTIVITIES RESULTING IN INCREASED SALES TAX REVENUE COLLECTIONS.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 11:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 11
WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 9, 2004 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2004-2005; and

WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City’s budget to appropriate funds already on hand for Police Explorer activities and for Sales Tax Audit activities resulting in increased sales tax revenue collections; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 9, 2004, is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.
That revenue account number 10-3411-0000, Police Explorer Post 4349, be increased by $3,651; that account number 10-3231-0000, 1% Local Sales Tax, be increased by $3,000;

Section 2.
That expense account number 10-4314-2350, Explorer Funds, be increased by $3,651; that expense account number 10-4130-4400, Contracted Services be increased by $3,000.  

This the 9th day of February, 2005.








/s/___________________________








   John M. “Jay” Donecker, VMD









       Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 -- APPROVAL OF A REVISED LEASE FOR PARKING SPACES FOR THE “BANK OF REIDSVILLE” RENOVATION PROJECT.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved a revised lease for 24 parking spaces to be made available for The Lofts at Bank of Reidsville project. The agreement allows The Lofts to lease six spaces in the lot directly behind the building and 18 others in a location to be determined by the City of Reidsville, such as the parking lot behind the Police Department and City Hall. The Lofts will pay $1.00 per space per month for a total of $288.00 annually. (A COPY OF THE LEASE AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
-- End of Consent Agenda --
PROCLAMATIONS:
CERTIFICATE RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS BLACK HISTORY MONTH.
Mayor Donecker read the proclamation recognizing February as Black History Month. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The proclamation was accepted by Bishop Elijah Williams, Chairman of the Reidsville Ministerial Alliance. The Mayor encouraged those present to celebrate Black History Month not just in February but throughout the whole year.
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY MR. BILLY CLIFTON FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A PERSONAL SERVICE (SPECIFICALLY, A HAIR SALON) TO BE LOCATED ON FRONT STREET, SPECIFICALLY A PORTION OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY TAX PARCEL NO. 7994-19-70-0121.
Prior to the staff report, City Clerk Angela G. Stadler swore in Assistant Community   Development Director Donna Setliff and applicant Billy Clifton.
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Setliff explained that Mr. Billy Clifton is requesting a Special Use Permit (SUP) that would allow a hair salon to be located on Front Street. In November, the property was rezoned from R-20 to Office & Institutional (O&I), she said. Resulting from that, an approximate two-acre tract was split into three parcels, and this parcel is located in the middle, she added. The two parcels on either side are still zoned Office & Institutional. Behind the property, the land is developed residential (R-20) while across the street is Highway Business, which is also developed according to the Zoning Ordinance, Setliff said. 
In 1999, a text amendment was approved allowing hair salons and other personal services in O&I by Special Use Permit. Not all of O&I land is considered suitable for hair salons, she pointed out. She noted there is a lot of O&I around the hospital, but that needs to be reserved for medical uses, Setliff said. In this situation, O&I is basically a buffer between the residential property and Highway Business property. Therefore, this land is suitable for this type of use, Setliff explained, and why a hair salon by SUP is required in O&I.

The SUP requirements require that a buffer be installed between any residential property and the O&I zoned land no matter what type of use goes there, Setliff explained. The buffer can be trees, shrubbery or some type of fencing, she said. Additionally, for hair salons specifically, the Special Use requirements limit the hours of operation from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday. No operation is permitted on Sundays.

Staff is asking for the following two conditions to be placed on the SUP, Setliff explained:
1. That the days and hours of operation of the hair stylist be limited to Monday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Operation on Sunday would be prohibited.

2. The use must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.

Setliff reminded Council that the board would need to go through the four findings of fact. She also noted that staff and the Planning Board unanimously recommended the Special Use Permit.

Councilman Henderson asked if staff heard of any objections from the residents in the community? Setliff said questions were asked, but no objections were stated.

Mayor Donecker opened the public hearing at 3:10 p.m. by asking if there was anyone against the Special Use Permit request? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone for the affirmation of the request? No one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:11 p.m.

The Mayor then asked for votes on the four findings of fact, which he read aloud as follows:

1. that the use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted and approved; Approved 7-0.
2. that the use meets all required conditions and specifications. 
Approved 7-0.

3. that the use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that the use is a public necessity; and

Approved 7-0. (Mayor Pro Tem Gentry did not raise his hand, which is considered an affirmative vote.)
4. that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the Comprehensive Plan for Reidsville and its environs. 

Approved 7-0.

The Mayor re-stated the two conditions placed on the Special Use Permit.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the two conditions as stated by staff.
With the approval of the four findings of fact, the Special Use Permit was approved.

The approved Special Use Permit with conditions follows:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT

REIDSVILLE, N. C.

There is hereby granted to Billy Clifton, a Special Use Permit in accordance with the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 3 of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.  This property is located on Front Street, specifically a portion of Rockingham County Tax Parcel No. 7994-19-70-0121.  The parcel is shown as Parcel B on the Robert P. Richardson, Heirs plat drawn by Obie M. Chambers & Associates dated December 13, 2004.

This permit is to allow a personal service (specifically a hair salon) in the Office and Institutional Zoning District with the following conditions:

1. That the days and hours of operation of the hair stylist be limited to Monday through Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Operation on Sunday would be prohibited.

2. The use must meet all applicable Building, Handicap and Fire Codes.

This Permit is granted to the person, firm, or corporation designated above, and for the purpose and under the conditions set forth above. The Special Use Permit will continue to remain valid following transfer of ownership of the property provided that circumstances and conditions remain as described at the time that the Permit is granted.  Violations of the conditions set forth will be cause for immediate termination of the Permit.

 AUTHORIZED this ______ day of _________________,

               

 2005, by the CITY COUNCIL OF REIDSVILLE, N. C.

           /s/______________________________________________

CITY CLERK

ANGELA G. STADLER

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY THE REIDSVILLE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION TO REDUCE ITS MEMBERSHIP FROM NINE TO SEVEN MEMBERS.
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Setliff said she was speaking on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission, which she serves as the staff liaison.
Setliff explained that in the early 1990s, the Historic Properties Commission and the Historic District Commission combined to form one board. Since those full boards ran out, it has been hard to get nine members to serve on the board, she said. Usually, the board can get about 6-7 members, Setliff said, and has not had a full membership since the 1990s. Therefore, the Historic Preservation Commission is requesting that its membership be reduced from nine to seven members. The Planning Board unanimously recommended the change.

Mayor Donecker opened the public hearing at 3:13 p.m. by asking if there was anyone against or for the request? No one came forward. The hearing was closed at 3:14 p.m.

Councilman Henderson made a motion that the request be granted. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gentry and unanimously approved by the Council in a 7-0 vote.

The Text Amendment outlining the reduced membership as approved follows:

Amendment T2005-2

AMENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING

ARTICLE VI, HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

 SECTION 3, MEMBERSHIP

OF THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE ZONING ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville; North Carolina, that the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Reidsville be amended as follows:

Part I.
 That Article VI, Historic Preservation Commission, Section 3, Membership shall be rewritten as follows:

The Historic Preservation Commission shall be composed of seven (7) members, all of whom shall be residents of the City of Reidsville and shall have demonstrated experience or an interest in the preservation of historic structures, architectural history, or archaeology.  However, at the time of this zoning amendment the membership shall be made up of the entirety of the membership of both the Historic District Commission and the Historic Properties Commission as of the date of the zoning amendment.  

Part II.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina

ADOPTED this the _______ day of _________________, 2005 by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina.



/s/_____________________________________________________



   JOHN “JAY” M. DONECKER, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

/s/___________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
-- End of Public Hearings --

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY PLANNING STAFF TO ENFORCE SECTION 1.8 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES (CIVIL CITATION) AGAINST 3121 VANCE STREET. 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff said staff had received a complaint in October 2004 regarding retail sales and outside storage at 3121 Vance Street. Setliff investigated and found the complaint to be valid, she said. Both of these activities going on at the location are violations of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, she said. On October 21, 2004, Setliff send a letter to the property owner, Joseph Wade Walker, notifying him of the two following violations: retail sales and outdoor storage yards are both prohibited per the City of Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 2, in the residential classification in which this property is located.
Setliff said that Mr. Walker did come by her office, and they talked for a while. He agreed to stop doing retail sales and to remove the items. She noted that it has been three months since the complaint letter was sent, and she has received two additional complaints. She added that she does believe the retail sales have stopped, but Mr. Walker still has some items out there in outdoor storage. Setliff said she felt she needed to bring it before Council.
Setliff said staff is requesting permission to enforce the Civil Citation, which would begin with the warning citation to Mr. Walker. Upon receipt of the notification, Mr. Walker would receive 10 days to completely cleanup his property, she added. After that 10 days, there would be a $100 fine per day for the violation, she said.
Setliff stated that Mr. Walker had visited her office this morning and was here today for the hearing.

Mayor Donecker asked Setliff if staff had received numerous complaints? She said there have been three complaints. The Mayor said Mr. Walker had been in the hospital. She said that is what Mr. Walker told her today.

Councilman Henderson asked how long it would take Mr. Walker to clean it up?  Setliff said she would let Mr. Walker answer that question since she couldn’t speak to how fast he could clean it up.

Councilman Festerman asked what kinds of items are being sold? Setliff said all types of miscellaneous items have been for sale. Councilman Festerman asked Setliff is these were yard sale items? She said it was her understanding that Mr. Walker would bid on the contents of mini-storage buildings, where the renters had not paid the rental fees. He would take the items and sell them. Mr. Walker may be able to clear up anything else, she said.
Mayor Donecker called upon Mr. Walker to come forward and answer Council’s questions.

Mr. Joseph Wade Walker of 3121 Vance Street noted he had been living there for more than 20 years, and didn’t know it was against City ordinances to sell items from his yard. He said he was only trying to make some extra money to help buy his medicine. Mr. Walker said he had open heart surgery in 1991. He had been in and out of the hospital. Three weeks ago, he had a light stroke, fell and broke his arm, he explained.

Mr. Walker said he hadn’t bought anything since October. He said he had given a lot of stuff away to the Salvation Army. Since his wife had died, he had been doing it all by himself, he said. He noted that he had gotten the front yard cleaned up, and he was trying to get the back cleaned up as well, taking two loads yesterday. “I’m doing the best I can,” he told Council. He said he was tired of it anyway and unable to mess with it anymore.
Councilman Rucker, noting that he didn’t want to charge Mr. Walker $100 per day in fines, asked him how long he thought it would take to take care of it? Mr. Walker said at least a couple of weeks. Councilman Rucker asked Mr. Walker if he thought he could get it cleaned up by the next Council meeting? Mr. Walker said he thought so as long as he could get some help and didn’t have any more spells. The Councilman said he was willing to let Mr. Walker go until the next Council meeting because he didn’t want Mr. Walker to have to pay $100 a day. The Councilman stressed that he was only speaking for himself.

Councilman Festerman said he shared Councilman Rucker’s concerns. He said he thought the board would be willing to work with Mr. Walker.
Mr. Walker said he had packed up a lot of the stuff, but he’d been in and out with heart doctors. Someone was supposed to come and get some more stuff this morning, he added. Councilman Rucker questioned whether the people on Antique Alley might give him something for the items. Mr. Walker said that most of the items were junk. He said he had given away couches, tables, etc.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry made the motion to give Mr. Walker 90 days. Mayor Donecker seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote.
Councilwoman Zdanski suggested that the motion be amended to state a specific date, such as May 11th, which is the day of the Council’s May meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry and Mayor Donecker agreed to amend the motion to state Mr. Walker has until May 11 to clear the items from his yard. The motion was unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote.

Mayor Donecker noted that staff could just report back to Council whether the situation had been corrected. Councilman Festerman wished Mr. Walker good luck with his health.

CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSAL FROM THE REIDSVILLE YMCA TO USE AND MANAGE SOCCER FIELDS AT LAKE REIDSVILLE. 
Councilman Rucker said he would like this item to be tabled because the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission hasn’t seen the proposal and knows nothing about it.
Mayor Donecker asked if Council would consider a special meeting on this issue after the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission reviewed the proposal at its meeting next week. He explained that a big soccer tournament is held at Bryan Park in May and other venues are always needed. Perhaps Reidsville could take part in it, he said.
City Manager Almond said Council could approve the proposal today, making it subject to approval by the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission. Councilman Rucker said he didn’t want to do that.

BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Manager Almond distributed ballots for the board and commission appointments.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.
Ms. Gunn discusses traffic stop near her house on Lindsey Street.
Ms. Clara Gunn of 1108 Lindsey Street informed Council that on January 3, she was awakened by flashing lights outside her bedroom window about 2:30 in the morning. She looked outside her window to see three police cars and a red car parked about 20 feet from her window. She said as she watched, two of the police cars left, leaving one police car and the red car still there. After a few minutes, she saw a man leave the red car, walk down beside her house and into her back yard. She said he had to have come within three feet of her back door because her security lights came on. The police officer in car #357 sat there waiting for him. When the man came back, she got out of her car and handed him a piece of paper, Ms. Gunn said. The officer then left, and the man left shortly after.
Ms. Gunn said she called the Police Department the next morning to see what was going on. She said she talked with the Police Chief, a Sergeant, a Lieutenant, a Captain, the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tem, all of whom said it was a simple traffic stop. She said she didn’t know why it took three police cars for a simple, routine traffic stop. She asked the Police Chief why the subject went back behind her house. She was told that the police officer allowed the suspect to go to the bathroom and didn’t realize it was on private property. Ms. Gunn said her house was there, and it was well lit because it is located across from the park. She said she had a car and truck parked in her front yard, and the officer didn’t know it was private property? Ms. Gunn said she’d like to know if anyone on Council or anyone in the audience would like for someone to “expel” themselves in their yard? She said she didn’t know why the officer didn’t let the suspect go in the park or at the end of the street. She said she felt that, at the direction of this police officer, they could have put her life in danger. She questioned how she was to know it was just a simple traffic stop? 
Ms. Gunn referred to the Council’s recent work session, at which time they said they were going to try and improve the Reidsville Police Department, both in size and in community relations. She said they were going to have to work really hard to do this. Ms. Gunn said she didn’t know what was going to become of this, but she didn’t appreciate anybody going (to the bathroom) in her front yard. She said she had talked to the Police Chief and asked him if he’d like someone doing that in his yard, and he said, no, he wouldn’t. She said she thought something should be done about it. She said it was lucky that she saw the police car out there because she lives alone in a high crime area. If she had seen the person around her house without seeing the police car, she wasn’t sure she wouldn’t have shot him, she said. Again, she said she thought something should be done about it.

Ms. Gunn talks about trash in neighborhood.

Ms. Gunn then commented on the situation with Mr. Walker addressed earlier in the meeting. She noted that she was a block captain of Community Watch, and they had begged and begged for them to get the trash off these front porches, lots, the streets and the back yards along Lindsey Street. They were told that nothing could be done about that trash, but the City was talking about fining Mr. Walker for what he’s doing. 
Mayor Donecker explained that Mr. Walker was operating a commercial business in a residential neighborhood. Because Mr. Walker was operating a commercial business, the City could document it, the Mayor said. Ms. Gunn talked about a similar situation on Lindsey Street. The Mayor asked if they were still doing it? Ms. Gunn said no, the people moved out last week. She said that situation had been going on for about two years. 
City Manager Almond said that was the biggest difference between Mr. Walker and a lot of other places around town. He said they had been told by people that they had bought things from Mr. Walker, and Mr. Walker freely admits he was selling items. Therefore, the City was able to bring up the code violation. The City Manager referred to a similar situation on Montgomery Street, but the City has been unable to catch people selling things out of that location or finding people who would say they’ve bought things there. He said it was hard to believe someone collects the kinds of things that person collects, but they have been unable to get proof he is selling.

Mayor Donecker stated that this was another example where if we can’t get credible witnesses, the police can’t do the job they need to do. He said they can’t expect the police to do everything and that people need to come forward. 

Councilman Festerman told Ms. Gunn that all of the Council members sympathize with her. The Police Chief said he didn’t like it, and he said he knows that none of them would like it, too. He said he doesn’t know, but he suspects that the officer has probably been counseled with about this. He said this was not something that routinely happens. He said in his years of law enforcement, it may have happened, but he’s not aware of it. He said it was not something that the police would take lightly and something they would be concerned about. He said it was not something they’d particularly be proud that it happened.  Ms. Gunn said no one from the Police Department had ever called her to apologize. She said one officer had called and asked her in an abrupt voice, “What’s your problem?” She said she thought the suspect was a neighbor, who could have walked home instead of going in her yard.
Councilman Rucker asked the City Manager to get with the Police Chief and get Ms. Gunn some type of answer. He agreed that he wouldn’t like for that to happen to him.
CITY MANAGER'S REPORT. 
City Manager Almond referred to the second item on his printed report regarding the expiration of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce’s lease on the Governor Reid House. He said he didn’t have a lease prepared today, but if the Council wanted to keep the same conditions as the past lease, City Attorney Bill McLeod could prepare it. The current lease expired January 1.
Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Mayor Donecker, to extend the lease with the same terms.
Councilwoman Zdanski noted that the Historic Preservation Commission has been concerned with the high heating bills at the Governor Reid House, which the Commission oversees. She noted that a letter should have been placed in each Council member’s box today. Since some members had not been by their mailboxes, she read from the following Historic Preservation Commission letter:


February 9, 2005

Mr. Kelly Almond, City Manager

City of Reidsville

230 W. Morehead Street

Reidsville, NC  27320

Dear Mr. Almond:

At the February 8th Historic Preservation Commission meeting, a discussion arose regarding the utility bills at the Governor Reid House.  Since the renewed lease with the Chamber of Commerce is currently being considered, the Commission wishes that the following items be considered in the interest of controlling utility costs:

1. Either install a programmable thermostat or program the existing one to call for lower temperatures evenings and weekends during the heating season.

2. Install a lock on the thermostat to prevent over-riding the program.

3. Close off the upstairs conference room during the coldest and hottest months.

Respectfully,

The Reidsville Historic Preservation Commission

cc:  Councilwoman Joan Zdanski

       Historic Preservation Commission Liaison

- End of Letter -
Councilman Festerman asked if the Commission was advocating the Chamber not using the upstairs conference room at all? Councilwoman Zdanski replied that it was meant when there are no meetings going on. She said it was her understanding that the room was not utilized that much. City Manager Almond suggested the phrase, “when not in use,” be added to the third stipulation.
Councilman Turner made an amendment to include the recommendations of the Historic Preservation Commission and to put in “when not in use” on the third recommendation.
City Manager Almond asked for how long the extension should be? Councilman Turner asked how long the previous lease was for? When the City Manager replied “one year,” Councilman Turner replied the new lease should be for “one year.”

Councilman Festerman asked who would pay for a new programmable thermostat? City Manager Almond said he assumed the City would pay for it. Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff said she thought there was something there already. She thought it was a programmable thermostat, but it is only doing the summer and the winter, she said, and is not cranking down at night. Mayor Pro Tem Gentry said the second recommendation was the most important.

Setliff noted that there had been a lock on the thermostat, but they had been instructed to remove it. 

Mayor Donecker called for a vote with the Commission’s three points and the phrase “when not in use” added.

The motion to approve the amendment passed 6-1 with Councilman Henderson voting in opposition. The original motion was then approved in a 7-0 vote. 
Bid Opening Set for Reidsville Lake Store.

For the Council’s information, City Manager Almond noted that next Wednesday, February 16, the bids will be opened for the new store out at Lake Reidsville. Those monies are already included in the budget, he added.
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Mayor Pro Tem Gentry – The Mayor Pro Tem said he had read the article in the Reidsville Review about the car wash on Harrison/Ware streets. He said he felt something needed to be cleared up. In the original discussions with the family, the property was valued at $26,000, he said. The family offered to sell the property at $21,500, but they couldn’t come to an agreement at that time. He wanted to clear up any misconceptions that the City was being rooked by the family or that the City was being unfair to the family. He felt that needed to be made public.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.

City Clerk Angela G. Stadler announced that Mr. Ilvarez Henderson of 145 Lala Drive had been re-appointed to the Human Relations Commission for a three-year term.

RETURN TO COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.

Councilman Festerman – No report.
Councilman Rucker – No report.
Councilman Turner – No report.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman noted that on January 27, members of the Reidsville Appearance Commission got in Chairman Terresia Scoble’s van and viewed approximately 14-15 Pride & Participation spots in the City. Those areas were evaluated, and areas without sponsors were noted so that contacts could be made to secure sponsorship. She said it was a very “enlightening” area. Some of the sites are very well taken care of, some are in disrepair, and some may be abandoned.
The Historic Preservation Commission met last night, Councilwoman Zdanski said, and awarded a Certificate of Appropriateness to Rhonda Sommer of 809 South Main Street to replace her home’s windows. Façade grant approval was given to Main Street United Methodist Church for an addition.
On Saturday, January 29, the Historic Preservation Commission awarded three plaques. One went to Fred Busick’s property on Main Street, she said. One went to Terri and Walter Strand on Main Street and the other to Bob and Bronwyn Burnette for 629 Lindsey Street. All of the people involved were thrilled to get them, she said.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said he wouldn’t go into detail about the meeting since the Council had copies of the Human Relations Commission minutes.
The Councilman said he attended the following Chamber of Commerce events: the January 19th countywide coffee at Rockingham Community College; the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  breakfast on January 17th; the board meeting at the Penn House on January 26th; and the coffee last week at Heavenly Hearts Home Care Center. He recognized that Ms. Beth Simmons has been named the new director for the Chamber and asked her to stand.
Councilman Henderson noted that there would be ribbon cuttings at the following: Contours House at 1537 Freeway Drive, Suite 3404, and the Carolina Family Massage, 1309B Freeway Drive. All Council members are invited to the ribbon cuttings, he said.
Mayor Donecker – The Mayor noted that in the newspaper on Tuesday was a listing of police calls. Three of the calls appear to be retaliation for things the residents may have done. He said he would like to get a report from police to see if that is true. One involved a Marcellus Place resident, who walked out of her home to find her tires slashed. Another was at Food Lion, where a person got their passenger side window knocked out and lastly, on a Sunday afternoon, someone in a hooded sweatshirt threw a rock through a car window. He’d like to know if this shows a trend where residents who are calling in about illegal activity are being retaliated against, he said. He said there appears to be a rise in this. He talked of the need to get credible witnesses and said they won’t get credible witnesses if those people feel they will be retaliated against.
The Mayor said he also would like available at the March meeting cost figures to put in a sidewalk on the west side of North Scales Street without City forces since City crews will be tied up with the Vance Street project. He noted that Wal-Mart is cranking along, and it would be nice to have some way for people to walk there.
Mayor Donecker also complimented the Reidsville Review on its editorial regarding the car wash on Harrison Street/Ware Street. He said that had gotten a lot of people speaking about it, and he hoped the issue could be resolved in some way, shape or form.
MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to go into closed session at approximately 3:47 p.m. regarding an industry (G.S. 143-318.11(a)(4)). 
RETURN FROM OPEN SESSION.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to go into open session in the conference room.
BRIEF DISCUSSION ABOUT FREEWAY EXPANSION PLANS.

Council members briefly discussed the NCDOT’s expansion of Freeway Drive. Councilman Festerman said several property owners along Freeway Drive had looked at NCDOT’s plans and were very upset. Concerns had been raised about access to Freeway by several properties.

MOTION TO ADJOURN.

Councilman Festerman then made the motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote at approximately 4:30 p.m.






____________________________________





       Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

ATTEST:

______________________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, VMD

           Mayor
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