MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2005 AT 7:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor John M. "Jay" Donecker Mayor Pro-Tem John Gentry

Councilman James K. Festerman

Councilman John Henderson 


Councilman George O. Rucker 

Councilman W. Clark Turner

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


Councilman Donald L. Gorham

                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                        Michael Pearce, Community Development Director


                                                                        Edd Hunt, Police Chief


                                                                        Terri J. Stamey, Assistant City Manager


                                                                                     





Mayor Donecker called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. He asked the Rev. John Sikes of The Salvation Army to provide the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Donecker and Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

SINGING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM.
Mayor Donecker then invited Ms. Ava Brown and Mr. Kevin Gwynn to come forward and sing the national anthem.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked Council members if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda? 

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE NOVEMBER 9, 2005 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the minutes from the November 9, 2005 regular meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 7, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS TO REFLECT RECEIPT OF GRANT FUNDS FOR THE TEEN CENTER, TO ESTABLISH A MARKETING BUDGET FOR TDA FUNDS, TO APPROPRIATE EXPLORER FUND-RAISING, TO APPROPRIATE FUND BALANCE FOR THE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION; TO FUND THE ACQUISITION OF LAND, TO REFLECT RECEIPT OF GRANT FUNDS FOR SAFETY VESTS; TO APPROPRIATE UNAUTHORIZED SUBSTANCE TAX FOR IN-CAR PRINTERS AND ADDITIONAL TASERS; TO FUND EMPLOYEE INSURANCE REBATE; TO FUND THE INCREASE IN COST FOR THE EQUITY DRIVE PROJECT; TO FUND EXCESS WATER PRODUCTION CHARGES DUE TO INCREASED DEMAND FROM THE CITY OF GREENSBORO; AND TO APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL UNAUTHORIZED SUBSTANCE TAX FOR TWO IN-CAR LAPTOP COMPUTERS.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 7

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 11, 2005 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2005-2006; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to reflect receipt of grant funds for Teen Center, to establish marketing budget for TDA funds, to appropriate Explorer fund-raising, to appropriate fund balance for Human Relations Commission, to fund the acquisition of land, to reflect receipt of grant funds for safety vests, to appropriate Unauthorized Substance Tax for in-car printers and tasers, to fund employee insurance rebate, to fund the increase in cost for the Equity Drive project, to fund excess water production charges due to increased demand from the City of Greensboro and to appropriate additional Unauthorized Substance Tax for two in-car laptop computers;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 11, 2005 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 11-3612-2000, Annie Penn Grant, be increased by $1,000; that revenue account number 10-3490-0000, TDA Distribution, be increased by $31,800; that revenue account number 10-3411-0000, Explorer Post, be increased by $3,138; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Fund Balance, be increased by $600; that revenue account 10-3991-0000, Fund Balance, be increased by $83,000; that revenue account 10-3431-8000, Police Grant USDOJ, be increased by $3,976; that revenue account 10-3413-2000, State Unauthorized Substance Tax, be increased by $3,435; that revenue account 85-3991-0000, Insurance Fund Balance, be increased by $43,902; that revenue account 10-3984-0000, Transfer from Insurance Reserve, be increased by $43,902; that revenue account 10-3991-000, Fund Balance, be increased by $32,150; that revenue account 10-3492-1000, Contribution from Rockingham County, be increased by $32,150;  that revenue account 61-3710-0000, Utility Charge, be increased by $33,783; that revenue account 10-3413-2000, State Unauthorized Substance Tax, be increased by $2,500;
Section 2. That expense account number 11-6120-3780, Teen Center Misc, be increased by $1,000; that expense account number 10-4940-3250, Postage, be increased by $200; that expense account number 10-4940-3410, Printing, be increased by $4,500; that expense account number 10-4940-3700, Advertising/Promotions, be increased by $8,600; that expense account number 10-4940-3705, Signs/Billboards, be increased by $14,500; that expense account number 10-4940-4400, Contracted Services, be increased by $4,000; that expense account 10-4314-2350, Explorer Post, be increased by $3,138; that expense account 10-4930-6998, Unity Breakfast, be increased by $600; that expense account 10-4110-5900, Capital Land, be increased by $83,000; that expense account 10-4312-2120, Patrol Uniforms, be increased by $1,591; that expense account 10-4314-2120, Community Policing Uniforms, be increased by $1,988; that expense account 10-4311-2120, Detective Uniforms, be increased by $397; that expense account 10-4312-2698, Police Patrol MIS supplies, be increased by $1,015; that expense account 10-4312-5500, Police Patrol Capital, be increased by $2,420; that expense account 85-4200-9800, Transfer to General Fund, be increased by $43,902; that expense account 10-4110-1200, Salaries, be increased by $40,000; that expense account 10-4110-1810, FICA, be increased by $3,902; that expense account 10-4510-6007, Equity Drive Improvements, be increased by $64,300; that expense account 61-7120-4401, HMS Contract, be increased by $33,783; that expense account 10-4312-2699, Police Patrol MIS Supplies, be increased by $2,500;
This the 14th day of December, 2005.

                 /s/ ________________________                                        

                    John M. “Jay” Donecker, VMD   

                                      Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________________                                   

Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FIXING THE DATE OF THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE REQUEST OF NANCY F. BLACK TO ANNEX HER PROPERTY AT 315 TURNER DRIVE EXTENSION. THE RESOLUTION CALLS FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD AT THE 3 P.M. MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2006. MS. BLACK HAS REQUESTED THE ANNEXATION BECAUSE SHE WISHES TO TAP ONTO THE CITY’S WATERLINE.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the following Resolution:
A05-01

RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON QUESTION OF ANNEXATION

PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-58.2

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the non-contiguous area described herein has been received; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and


WHEREAS, certification by the City Clerk as to the sufficiency of the petition has been made;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:


Section 1.
A public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described herein will be held at Reidsville City Hall, 230 W. Morehead Street, at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, January 11, 2006.


Section 2.
The area proposed for annexation is described as follows:


Beginning at an iron in the North line of Turner Drive Extension, said iron being South 89 degrees, East 346.85 feet and North 1 degree East 12 feet from the corner between J.W. Pegram and W.A. Young at Barnes Street; thence along said Turner Drive Extension South 89 degrees East 95.0 feet to an iron; thence North 1 degree East 200 feet to an iron; thence North 89 degrees East 95.0 feet to an iron; thence South 1 degree West 200 feet to the point of beginning as per survey June 4th, 1955. The above described tract being a part of the property conveyed to J.W. Pegram by George W. Faucette, Commissioner by deed recorded in Book 268, page 623, in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Rockingham County, North Carolina, and a part of that property conveyed to J.W. Pegram and wife, Lula Pegram, by W.R. Brown and wife, Sally Brown, by deed recorded in Book 369, page 636, recorded in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Rockingham County, North Carolina.

Section 3.
Notice of the public hearing will be published in the Reidsville Review, a newspaper having general circulation in the City of Reidsville, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the public hearing.


This the 14th day of December, 2005.








/s/____________________________








     John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD









          Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/__________________________________

       Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -

ADMINISTERING THE OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS BY THE HONORABLE FRED WILKINS, CHIEF DISTRICT COURT JUDGE.
Swearing In of Mayor Festerman.

Judge Fred Wilkins asked Mayor-elect James K. Festerman to step forward to be sworn in as Mayor. The Judge recited the oath of office, which was repeated by the Mayor-elect, who was accompanied by his wife, Priscilla. The new Mayor then signed the oath and received a round of applause from the audience. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 
Mayor Festerman thanked Judge Wilkins for taking time to come and perform the swearing in ceremony. He said he was deeply honored to be able to serve the citizens of Reidsville and that he looked forward to it. He said he wouldn’t necessarily say it was a “dream,” but something that he was looking forward to with the support of many people, including his family and friends. With their support, he said he thought they could make Reidsville better. He said he had the opportunity to work with some “fine, fine people,” and he was honored that he would be able to continue to work with them. They had all been very supportive in the past, and he looked forward to the Council’s new addition, Mr. Gorham, who would be sworn in very shortly. 

Mayor Festerman then recognized some special people to him, first, his family: his son, Todd, and Todd’s wife, Crystal; his grandson, Paine; his daughter, Michelle, holding the family’s newest addition, Mary; and her son, Woods; his brother, Tommy and his wife, Tinnie; and their daughter, Terri. He said he wouldn’t be here today without the support and love of his family. He took a moment to say how extremely fortunate he was to have the kind of mother and father that he had, especially his mother who was “absolutely terrific” and spent a lot of time on her knees praying for him, Mayor Festerman said. He said she must be up in Heaven tonight looking down with a pretty big smile on her face. He thanked his parents for raising him with a Christian upbringing. 

Mayor Festerman said he looked forward to serving the City as Mayor and that he would be very accessible as Mayor. He said he expected good things, working with the City Council and with City employees.
The Mayor thanked everyone for coming. He then recognized his wife, Priscilla, saying that she had been a blessing to him and so supportive of him.

Swearing In of Councilman Gentry.

Judge Fred Wilkins then asked Mayor Pro Tem John H. Gentry to step forward to be sworn in as a Council member. The Judge recited the oath of office, which was repeated by the Councilman, who was accompanied by his wife, Christine. He then signed the oath and was greeted with a round of applause from the audience as he thanked his “better half.” (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) 

Swearing-In of Councilman Gorham.

Judge Fred Wilkins then asked Councilman-elect Donald L. Gorham to step forward to be sworn in. The Judge recited the oath of office, which was repeated by the Councilman-elect, who was accompanied by his wife, Gloria. (A COPY OF THE OATH OF OFFICE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The new Councilman thanked his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ without who he wouldn’t be here tonight. He thanked his wife, his friend and companion who gave him permission to run. He said he knew this was a job that was going to take up a lot of time, but he looked forward to working with the citizens of Reidsville. He said he wanted to do everything he possibly could, through the Council, “through these friends here”, to make Reidsville the best place they could possibly have. “I want Reidsville to be number one in the State,” Councilman Gorham said. When he was principal of Lawsonville Avenue School, the Councilman said he would tell people he had the number one school in the State of North Carolina, and he wants Reidsville to be the number one city in North Carolina. He said if they worked with him, they could do that. He said he would give 150%. He said he appreciated everything everybody had done for him.
RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING MAYOR JOHN M. “JAY” DONECKER.
Mayor Festerman recognizing outgoing Mayor Jay Donecker. He described Mayor Donecker as a tremendous leader for the City, who had given of himself more than anyone could ever have expected. Mayor Festerman said it will be a difficult job to replace him. He said he saw in the newspaper where the Mayor had said Mayor Festerman was not going to have to call on him. He said he had disregarded that and had already called upon him. 

Mayor Festerman said that Mayor Donecker’s leadership would be missed, that he had the ability to reach out to people who had never been involved in City government before. As a result of that, Reidsville is a much better City, he said. He said the City would always be indebted to Mayor Donecker for his leadership and his friendship. He thanked the Mayor for all he had done.  Mayor Festerman concluded by saying Mayor Donecker, a veterinarian by profession, had brought “horse sense” to the Reidsville City Council. He wished him the absolute very best and told him not to stray too far.
Mayor Festerman then presented the outgoing Mayor with a gift from the City. It was opened to reveal a horse statute crafted by local artist Brad Spencer. Mr. Spencer, and his wife, Tammy, were in the audience and recognized by Mayor Festerman. Mayor Donecker noted that he had visited the Spencers’ shop and admired this sculpture. He said Brad had a good eye for horses and the line of a thoroughbred mare. Mayor Donecker said he was touched that the Council had even known about that.
REMARKS BY MAYOR DONECKER.
Mayor Donecker then made some parting remarks. He described his last eight years on the Reidsville City Council as an “incredible journey.” He said it was something he would recommend to anyone if they could provide service to their community. He said there is no greater service one can give than as an elected official. He said it is a journey where you get to know people in your community. He said you can’t believe how much self satisfaction there is to this job. He said if anyone tells you not to do it because you’re going to get too many phone calls, he said if you listen to people, you don’t get too many phone calls. He said he had only four bad calls in the last eight years.
Mayor Donecker talked of the accomplishments he was proud of in the past eight years. He noted that when he came on Council, the (Watlington) industrial park was almost filled, and no one could hook up to it because the City was under a judicial order of restraint. He noted that a major industry which had been a large part of the community had just left, and the City was faced with double-digit unemployment. He said periodically, people come up before Council and say they don’t see the Council doing anything. However, due to the Council sitting right here and former Council member Reid King, they took care of the sewage problem and put in a multi-million dollar industrial park with the help of the County Commissioners. He recognized Commissioner Keith Duncan in the audience and thanked him.  The park currently has two industries in it and a third industry adjacent to it. He noted that it took 30 years to fill up Watlington Industrial Park and now there was another park moving in that direction. He said because of this Council and working with people who are willing to put the best interests of the City above personal enmities, they had accomplished that. 
Mayor Donecker noted that, at the time, they were working with a budget where 25% of the City’s tax base had left. In that kind of situation, what are you going to do, raise taxes or what, he said. This Council decided to be very fiscally responsive, following in the footsteps of (former Mayors) Dud (Apple), Benton (Gooch), Laura (Felts), and Weldon (Price). He stated that a penny saved is a penny earned, and the Council had to tighten its budget. The Council had to make some tough, tough decisions and decided to sell water to Greensboro when the area was going through the 300-year drought, but it was successful. He said the City was willing to take uncomfortable, tough decisions to achieve that. 
At the same time they were trying to save money, the Council knew the City had the second worst slum in the State of North Carolina called Duke Street. The Council took that issue on, working with a lot of different people. He said his one big regret in his past eight years is that Rev. Michael King is no longer here so that they could personally thank him for what he has done for the City of Reidsville. Mayor Donecker said that no matter what you might hear about the Rev. Michael King and Project Homestead in Greensboro, none of that ever hurt here in Reidsville. He said he put that accolade at the door of City Manager Almond, former Finance Director Bernice Phillips and Community Development Director Michael Pearce because they got into a relationship where they crossed their t’s and dotted their i’s. Now, the City has Marcellus affordable homes to show for that collaboration, he added.
Mayor Donecker said he thought these three things were the greatest heights he had as Mayor here. He concluded by saying that now he would have more time to work on his “honey do” list. Mayor Donecker thanked his wife, Anne, and his children, Jim and Sheri, for their support. He thanked the citizens for giving him the opportunity to serve them. He sat down to a round of applause from the audience.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUESTS BY MAYOR FESTERMAN.
Mayor Festerman took a few moments to recognize some special guests in the audience. He noted that the following elected officials were in attendance: County Commissioner Keith Duncan; County District Attorney Belinda Foster; State Representative Nelson Cole; and County Commissioner Harold Bass.
Recognition of Former Mayors.

Mayor Festerman then recognized the living Mayors of Reidsville, all of which were in attendance, and cited their years of service to the City. He introduced them as follows: Dud Apple (July 1966-July 1968); Weldon Price (May 1971-July 1972); Clark Turner (December 1985-December 1987 and December 1993-December 1997); Laura Felts (December 1987-December 1989); and Benton Gooch (December 1989-December 1993); and Jay Donecker (December 1997-December 2005). The audience then gave them a round of applause. Mayor Festerman noted that he had worked for these Mayors as a police officer, and they encouraged him a lot. He said the City appreciated the invaluable service they gave to the City.
Recognition of City Employees, Past and Present.

Mayor Festerman then asked all current City employees in the building to either stand or raise their hand. They were given a round of applause. He then recognized all former City employees. He said the City Council was able to do a lot of good things and make a lot of good plans, but without the dedicated staff, they would not be able to accomplish what they had set out to do. He said they were honored and appreciative of all the work the employees do for the City. 

2005-2006 COUNCIL ORGANIZATION AS REQUIRED BY G.S. 160A-68.
Mayor Festerman then turned to the organizational portion of the meeting.

Election of Mayor Pro Tem

The Mayor then asked for any nominations for Mayor Pro Tem.
Councilman John Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson, to nominate Donald L. Gorham as Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Reidsville.
Councilwoman Zdanski then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to close the nominations.

The Council then unanimously approved Councilman Gorham’s selection as Mayor Pro Tem in a 7-0 vote.
Appointment of Council Liaisons

Mayor Festerman said he had discussed liaisons to the City’s boards and commissions with everyone. Councilman Gentry was going to give up the Planning Board, which would be taken over by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham. Everyone else would keep their current boards, which are as follows:
ABC Board – Councilman Turner
Appearance Commission – Councilwoman Zdanski
Chamber of Commerce – Councilman Henderson

Community Pool Association – Councilman Gentry
Downtown Corporation – Councilman Turner
Historic Preservation Commission – Councilwoman Zdanski
Human Relations Commission – Councilman Henderson
Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission – Councilman Rucker
Piedmont Triad Council of Governments – Mayor Festerman
Planning Board – Mayor Pro Tem Gorham
Rockingham County Partnership for Economic & Tourism Development  – Mayor Festerman
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak on any non-agenda items?
Mr. Richard Moore asks about changing time of Council elections.
Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman at 217 Turner Drive, Reidsville, stated that he had raised the issue to Council last month about changing the City Council elections from October to November when other elections are traditionally held. He said that three of the Council members had expressed a willingness to do that, along with former Mayor Donecker.
Mr. Moore noted that in November, he had asked them to go ahead and begin the process to getting the date changed. He encouraged the Council not to put it off and to move ahead with it. He said everyone he had talked with agrees that there is no reason it shouldn’t be changed.
Mr. Moore asked what progress had been made and whether Council had found out what kind of procedures needed to be followed.
Mayor Festerman said any Council member could respond to Mr. Moore. No one responded. Mr. Moore said he hoped the Council would proceed at a “steady pace” to seeing this happen.

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS.

Mayor Festerman then asked Council members for their reports.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman stated that she was unable to go to the joint November/December meeting of the Appearance Commission, which was a social event. She noted that she had reported on the Historic Preservation Commission at the last Council meeting.
Councilwoman Zdanski said she wished Mayor Donecker the best in everything he chooses to do with his family and in his professional life. She talked of her grandmother, who taught herself to read and was able to become an American citizen, taking her to the polls with her when she voted and teaching her about the wonderful privilege of voting. Councilwoman Zdanski said if she personally did anything right, people could thank her grandmother for it.
Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilman Henderson – No report.

Councilman Turner – No report.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman again thanked the people for their support. He said he looked forward to good years ahead with everyone working together to make Reidsville what it should be and could be. 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem said he had not introduced his wife, Gloria Gorham, the person who gave him permission to run. He also introduced his daughter, Nikia, a cosmetologist. He thanked his campaign chair Perry Graves, and his campaign treasurer, his sister-in-law Diane Motley and her husband, Vernon, for their support. He asked those who were on the campaign trail to raise their hands.
The Mayor Pro Tem said he would give the citizens of Reidsville 150% and would work with the City Council to make Reidsville the number one City in the state. He concluded by recognizing his new bosses, Mr. Jeffers and Mr. McLaurin of  McLaurin Funeral Home.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor, referring to comments made by Mayor Donecker about bad phone calls, noted that shortly after he retired as police chief, he received a phone call from a gentleman who had been charged with driving drunk and speeding. He said he listened to the caller for a while and then asked why he was calling him because he was retired. The caller replied that he just wanted Chief Festerman to know what a terrible mess he had left the Police Department in. This drew laughter from the audience. Mayor Festerman told Mayor Donecker that he hoped he wouldn’t get too many of those kinds of calls.
Mayor Festerman then recognized Mayor Pro Tem Gorham, who said he had failed to recognize his pastor, Bishop Mac Daniel Preston.

Mayor Festerman then invited those in attendance into the adjacent first-floor conference room for a reception honoring the newly elected Council members after the meeting adjourned.

Mayor Festerman then said he was reminded by Councilman Rucker that he had failed to recognize someone who was probably the most important part of the operation, the City Manager Kelly Almond. He asked those in attendance to give City Manager Almond a round of applause.
Councilman Gentry then made a motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 7:40 p.m.







____________________________________








James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________________

  Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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