MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2006 AT 2:00 P.M.
FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham

Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman John H. Gentry

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
Mayor Festerman welcomed U.S. Congressman Brad Miller to this special meeting of City Council prior to the Council’s regular meeting at 3 p.m. It was explained that Congressman Miller had requested to meet with Council to discuss their concerns and issues for the coming year. He turned the meeting over to Congressman Miller.

Congressman Miller said he thought this would be a good time to talk with Council members since it was 23 months to election time. He said he felt he could get from elected officials at the grassroots level what people thought were important issues. He stressed that today’s meeting was not intended to be formal.

City Manager Almond stated that Congressman Miller’s presence had been noticeable in Rockingham County and that it was appreciated. Congressman Miller expressed his thanks, adding that his presence may be less in the coming months due to his party becoming the majority party and adding to his responsibilities.

A brief discussion ensued about the Congressman’s staff as well as his current and future committee appointments.

Equestrian Center.

Mayor Festerman then noted that economy and jobs are major concerns of local residents. He talked of working with the Rockingham County Partnership on the proposed Equestrian Center project. He noted that they had been pursuing $1 to $4 million grants from the Economic Development Administration, which are based on major job loss. Unfortunately, Phil Trader, an EDA official out of Atlanta, has defined job losses as “recent” job losses and does not think Reidsville or Rockingham County qualifies under his interpretation, it was noted.
Factors discussed were the loss of textile jobs, including American Tobacco, etc. Congressman Miller asked that the City provide him with documents pertaining to this, and he would look into it.

Other grants that have been secured for the Equestrian Center were discussed. City Manager Almond stressed that they would like to build a facility “debt free.” He noted that this is the best economic development project that the area has going, not just for Reidsville but countywide.

US 29 upgraded to interstate status.

Mayor Festerman said the City would also like to see Highway 29 upgraded to interstate status.

Congressman Miller said he had been working with Virgil Goode in Virginia on that. He noted that US 29 must connect with an interstate. The problems associated with this were discussed, including going through Greensboro.

Mayor Festerman said the loop around Greensboro would help. He stressed that commercial and industrial developers always like to have interstates nearby.

Funds for Freeway Drive.

Mayor Festerman thanked Congressman Miller for getting the $10 million for the widening of Freeway Drive. He asked on the status of those monies and that project.

Congressman Miller admitted he did not know, but he would find out.

ILS for Shiloh Airport.

Mayor Festerman noted that on a countywide basis, officials are interested in getting an Instrument Landing System (ILS) installed at the Shiloh Airport by the FAA. This ILS would make the airport “jet worthy,” he noted, which always helps in economic development recruitment.

Congressman Miller pointed out that he did help secure funding for taxi strips recently at Shiloh Airport, but he didn’t know anything about the request for ILS. He asked that officials get him some more information on this. Congressman Miller also noted that it is best to get requests in at the beginning of the year.
More discussion on Equestrian Center.

Councilman Turner asked the Congressman what form of documentation did he need regarding the Equestrian Center? He asked if a letter would work.

The Equestrian Center was discussed again. City Manager Almond stressed that if the project loses momentum, other counties will get the center. He said the Congressman really needed to work with them in regards to the EDA. Councilman Turner said the Equestrian Center is the first and foremost project in the area.

It was also pointed out that the County was taking the lead role on this project so the documentation would probably come from them.

The direction Democrats will take.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham asked Congressman Miller for examples of how the Democrats will make changes in the coming term. Congressman Miller touched on several topics, including the Iraqi War, raising of the minimum wage, health care issues, employment statistics, Social Security benefits and “No Child Left Behind.”

Following some questions by citizens in the audience, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:45 p.m.







__________________________________







   James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

___________________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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