MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2005 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor John M. "Jay" Donecker Mayor Pro-Tem John Gentry

Councilman James K. Festerman

Councilman John Henderson Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Councilman W. Clark Turner

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                        David Bracken, Fire Chief


                                                                        Michael Pearce, Community Development Director


                                                                        Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director


                                                                                     





Mayor Donecker called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He asked Fire Chief David Bracken to provide the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Donecker and Council members then led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked Council members if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda? No items were pulled.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda. 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 -- APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 14, 2005 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2005 RECESSED MEETING MINUTES.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the September 14, 2005 regular meeting minutes and the recessed minutes of September 16, 2005.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 -- APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 5, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS TO REFLECT RECEIPT OF GRANT, SEIZURE AND DONATION PROCEEDS AS WELL AS PASS THROUGH FUNDS TO PURCHASE SAFETY VESTS, TASERS, STOP STICKS, YOUTH SPORTS FEES AND MEMBERSHIP IN THE STOLEN PROPERTY TASK FORCE.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 5:
BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 5

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 11, 2005 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2005-2006; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds to reflect receipt of grant, seizure and donation proceeds as well as pass through funds for the purchase of safety vests, tasers, stop sticks, youth sports fees, and membership in the Stolen Property Task Force;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 11, 2005 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3431-8002, NCLM Grant, be increased by $2,500; that revenue account number 10-3491-9004, Annie Penn Community Trust Grant, be increased by $7,975; that revenue account 10-3431-7000, Police Contributions, be increased by $150; that revenue account 11-3613-7500, Miscellaneous Revenue, be increased by $1,000; that revenue account 10-3413-1000, Federal Seizure Funds, be increased by $11,043;

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4310-2120, Police Uniforms, be increased by $250; that expense account number 10-4311-2120, Police Uniforms, be increased by $250; that expense account 10-4312-2120, Police Uniforms, be increased by $750; that expense account 10-4314-2120, Police Uniforms, be increased by $1,250; that expense account 10-4312-5502, Police Capital, be increased by $5,000; that expense account 10-4340-5505, Fire Grant Capital, be increased by $2,975; that expense account 10-4314-2600, Police Supplies, be increased by $150; that expense account 11-6123-2923, Parents Association Fees, be increased by $1,000; that expense account 10-4310-2510, Police Patrol Auto Supplies, be increased by $2,318; that expense account 10-4311-5502, Police Detective Capital, be increased by $4,014; that expense account 10-4312-5502, Police Patrol Capital, be increased by $3,211; that expense account 10-4310-4910, Police Patrol Dues, be increased by $1,500.

This the 12th day of October, 2005.

          /s/  __________________________                                        

               John  M. “Jay” Donecker, VMD    

                                Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________________                                   
Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 -- APPROVAL OF STAFF RECOMMENDATION TO RAISE THE EMPLOYEE LIMIT TO THE CITY’S SECTION 125 BENEFIT PLAN FROM $2,600 TO $3,500 PER YEAR.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved Finance Director Rhonda Sommer’s request to increase the $2,600 per year limit on the City’s Section 125 Benefit Plan to $3,500 per year beginning in January of 2006. She noted in her September 1, 2005 memo to City Manager Almond that the recommended increased amount is well below the maximum allowed by the IRS but “still represents a sound benefit to our employees in terms of saving the fica on medical expenditures that they would already be making.”
- End of the Consent Agenda -

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY ANNIE PENN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL TO REZONE 528 MAPLE AVENUE FROM RESIDENTIAL-6 TO OFFICE & INSTITUTIONAL. 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff stated that Susan Fitzgibbon, representing Annie Penn Memorial Hospital, has requested that 528 Maple Avenue be rezoned from Residential-6 (R-6) to Office & Institutional (O&I).
Setliff noted that there is a single-family dwelling on the property. To the north, there are several parcels zoned O&I. To the east is Annie Penn Hospital and the Penn Nursing Center, both of which are zoned O&I. To the west, the property there is residentially developed and zoned R-6 and R-12. The area to the south is predominantly zoned residential although there are some scattered O&I-zoned parcels, including Avante, she pointed out.

O&I is usually considered a transitional district between business and residential areas, Setliff told Council. O&I areas provide off-street parking and make provisions for building setbacks. O&I also requires a buffer between the O&I property and any residential property, she said. Single-family dwellings are also allowed in O&I.
Setliff noted that the City’s Comprehensive Plan identifies this area as a growth area for O&I uses. This area has experienced several rezonings since the 1990s, she added. This application is a general use application, and any use of O&I would be allowed on it.

Both staff and the Planning Board unanimously recommended the rezoning, Setliff informed Council.

Mayor Donecker asked if the Council needed to consider the findings of fact? Setliff explained that this is a general use rezoning; therefore, the Council does not need to consider them.

The Mayor opened the public hearing at 3:04 p.m. and asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition to this request? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the request?

Ms. Susan Fitzgibbon, who was in the audience on behalf of Annie Penn Memorial Hospital, said she would be glad to answer any questions Council might have. None were posed to her.

The public hearing was closed at 3:05 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry asked to be excused from voting because the property being considered for rezoning abuts his property.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to excuse Mayor Pro Tem Gentry.

Councilman Rucker then made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 5-0 vote, to approve the rezoning request.

CONSIDERATION OF A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ADD A BUILDING TO HOUSE A NON-HAZARDOUS SHREDDER AT 208 WATLINGTON INDUSTRIAL DRIVE BY CLEAN HARBORS REIDSVILLE, LLC. 
Prior to Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff making the staff report, City Clerk Angela G. Stadler swore Setliff in.
Setliff reported that Clean Harbors Reidsville, LLC, is a hazard waste treatment facility, which is requesting a modification to its Special Use Permit (SUP) for its 208 Watlington Industrial Drive location. The company is requesting that it be allowed to construct a 1,488-square-foot building to house a non-hazardous shredder. The building would be 214 feet from the closest property line, Setliff explained. The minimum zoning requirement is 100 feet for a building housing hazardous material, she added; therefore, the company is well exceeding the setback, especially considering this is a non-hazardous operation.
Setliff stated that the shredder would be used on the following items: pallets, drums, rags, dirt, trash, oily rags, latex paint, pharmaceuticals and consumer commodity materials, such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc. Although many of these items could be taken straight to the landfill, companies want to make sure the items are shredded because they don’t want their names on the items. These items could possibly be removed from the landfill and get back on the market if they are not shredded, Setliff explained. Before the shredding is done, a “bucket test” is performed to make sure there are no compatibility problems. The items that are liquefied are mixed with sawdust material before being placed in the tub with other shredded items.
Setliff further explained that since Clean Harbors is a hazard waste treatment facility, the City’s Zoning Ordinance requires that if the company adds on to the footprint of their building, it must update its SUP. This allows the Planning Board and City Council to determine if the proposed location is suitable or not and to place conditions on the SUP if necessary.

In order to modify Clean Harbors’ SUP, the Council must go through the four Findings of Fact, Setliff said. She noted that the Planning Board had unanimously approved each of the four findings.

Mayor Donecker asked how much noise is associated with the new shredder? Setliff said she didn’t know, but she added that the shredder will be contained within a building.

Councilman Henderson asked about buffering. Setliff said there would be a buffer with any residential property. She noted that the nearby woods offers some natural buffer.
Mayor Donecker opened the public hearing at 3:10 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who was in opposition to this request? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the request? Again, no one came forward.

The public hearing was closed at 3:11 p.m.

Mayor Donecker then read along the four Findings of Fact, which were voted on individually by the Council as follows:

(1) that the use will not materially endanger the public health or safety if located where proposed and developed according to the plan as submitted and 

approved; -- Approved 6-0.

(2)
that the use meets all required conditions and specifications; -- Approved 6-0

(3)
that the use will not substantially injure the value of adjoining or abutting property, or that the use is a public necessity; and, -- Approved 6-0
(4) that the location and the character of the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the area in which it is to be located and in general conformity with the Comprehensive Plan for Reidsville and its environs. – Approved 6-0

Mayor Donecker noted that with the approval of the four Findings of Fact, the Special Use Permit was approved.
The Special Use Permit as approved follows:

SPECIAL USE PERMIT

REIDSVILLE, N. C.

There is hereby granted to Clean Harbors Reidsville, LLC, a Special Use Permit in accordance with the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 3 of the Reidsville Zoning Ordinance.  This property is located at 208 Watlington Industrial Drive, specifically Rockingham County Tax No. 8903-00-96-2136.


This permit is to allow the construction of a 1,488 sq. ft. building to house a non hazardous shredder within the Heavy Industrial Zoning District with the following conditions:


No Conditions


This Permit is granted to the person, firm, or corporation designated above, and for the purpose and under the conditions set forth above. The Special Use Permit will continue to remain valid following transfer of ownership of the property provided that circumstances and conditions remain as described at the time that the Permit is granted.  Violations of the conditions set forth will be cause for immediate termination of the Permit.

 AUTHORIZED this ______ day of _________________,

               

 2005, by the CITY COUCIL OF REIDSVILLE, N. C.

            /s/_________________________________________________                    



CITY CLERK

ANGELA G. STADLER

CONSIDERATION OF A STREET CLOSING ORDER TO CLOSE AN UNOPENED ALLEY THAT RUNS BETWEEN GUILFORD STREET AND STOKES STREET.
Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff provided the staff report on the proposed closing of the unopened alley running between Guilford and Stokes streets. She noted that the petition for the closing had been signed by 71% of the property owners representing 90% of the frontage. Both staff and the Planning Board unanimously recommended approval of the closing, she said.
Councilman Henderson asked Setliff is there was any possibility that the alley could be made into a street? Setliff said no, that the church which owns property on both sides of the alley would like to expand its facility.

Mayor Donecker opened the public hearing at 3:12 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition or in favor of the alley closing? No one came forward.

The public hearing was closed at 3:13 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the street closing order.
The Street Closing Order as approved follows:
A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSING

OF AN UNOPENED ALLEY BETWEEN GUILFORD STREET

AND STOKES STREET

STREET CLOSING ORDER

WHEREAS, on the 14th day of September, 2005, the City Council of the City of Reidsville directed the City Clerk to publish the Resolution of Intent of the City Council to consider the closing of an unopened alley, running between Guilford Street and Stokes Street and which is 10 feet wide and approximately 515 feet long, in the Reidsville Review once each week for four successive weeks, such resolution advising the public that a meeting would be conducted in the City Hall Council Chambers on October 12, 2005; and

WHEREAS, the Reidsville City Council on the 14th day of September, 2005, ordered the City Clerk to notify all persons owning property abutting the unopened alley, running between Guilford Street and Stokes Street and which is 10 feet wide and approximately 515 feet long, as shown on the county tax records, by registered or certified mail, enclosing with such notification a copy of the Resolution of Intent; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that she sent a letter to each of the abutting property owners advising them of the day, time and place of the meeting of the closing of the unopened alley, running between Guilford Street and Stokes Street and which is 10 feet wide and approximately 515 feet long, enclosing a copy of the Resolution of Intent, and advising the abutting property owners that the question as to closing would be acted upon, said letters having been sent by registered or certified mail; and

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that adequate notices were posted on the applicable street as required by G.S. 160A-299; and

WHEREAS, after full and complete consideration of the matter and after having granted full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to appear and register any objections that they might have with respect to the closing of said area in the public hearing held on October 12, 2005, and;

WHEREAS, it now appears to the satisfaction of the City Council that the closing of said area is not contrary to the public interest, and that no individual owning property, either abutting the street or in the vicinity of the street or in the subdivision in which the street is located, will as a result of the closing by thereby deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and egress to his property;

NOW, THEREFORE, the unopened alley, running between Guilford Street and Stokes Street and which is 10 feet wide and approximately 515 feet long, and further described below is hereby ordered closed, and all right, title, and interest that may be vested in the public to said area for street purposes is hereby released and quitclaimed to the abutting property owners in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 160A-299.  Said area is further described as:


Commencing at a point in Northwest quadrant of rights-of-way of Guilford Street and Caswell Street, thence 150’ westerly along north margin of Guilford Street to a point in the southeast corner of an alley being the point of beginning, thence northerly along the eastern margin of said alley 514’ more or less to a point being the intersection of the northeast corner of said alley and the southern rights of way of Stokes Street, thence westerly along the southern rights-of-way of Stokes Street 10’ more or less to a point in the southern margin for the rights of way of Stokes Street and the northwest corner of said alley, thence in a southerly direction along the western margin of said alley 512’ more or less to a point in the northern rights of way of Guilford Street and being the southwestern corner of said alley, thence easterly along the northern margin rights of way of Guilford Street 10’ more or less to the place and point of beginning, and being all of a 10’ alley running northerly from Guilford Street to Stokes Street and situated 150’ more or less westerly from Stokes Street.

The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Rockingham County a certified copy of this resolution and order.

Upon motion duly made by ______________________________ and duly seconded by __________________________________, the above resolution was duly adopted by the Reidsville City Council at a meeting held on the 12th day of October, 2005, in the City Hall Council Chambers:

Upon call for a vote the following Council members voted in the affirmative:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


and the following Council members voted in the negative: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This the 12th day of October, 2005, at ________o'clock.

/s/__________________________________

     John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR TO BOARD UP 609 ROACH STREET. 
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce said staff is requesting permission to board up 609 Roach Street. He noted that his office had received complaints from neighbors as well as from the Police Department regarding this property. He said there have been six calls for the police to come to this location during the past year.
Tim Warner, Codes Inspector, had inspected the house and found violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code. A hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer was held on May 23, 2005 after proper notification, Pearce said. An order to repair the dwelling within 90 days was sent to the property owners, who a title search revealed to be Marie M. Williams and Wanda M. Butcher of 4058 Burnside Lane, LilBurn, Georgia.
The 90 days expired, and no repairs had been made, Pearce noted. He added that repairs to the house were actually minimal, less than $2,000. He said the house had been vacant for at least seven years and that the water had been cut off to the house in August 1998.

If the request is approved, staff will secure the building for the safety of the public, Pearce said. He noted that people had been leaning ladders up against the building to get into it. After six months, if the house continues to deteriorate, staff may be back to ask that the house be demolished.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry expressed his surprise that the two owners couldn’t be reached. He said he knew both of them.

Pearce said the notice about the code hearing was not returned, but the notice for today’s meeting was returned.
Councilman Henderson asked if they have abandoned all interest in the property? He asked if it could be sold? Pearce said there were people interested in the property, and that staff had held off a month because of that. He said they would love to work with somebody to repair the property.

Pearce noted that Codes Inspector Tim Warner was on hand to answer any questions about the structure.

Councilman Rucker asked if the City had the right to cut down the bushes around the house? Pearce said they could if Council wanted them to.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked if that needed to be included in the motion? It was decided that it did.

Councilwoman Zdanski then made the motion to board up the property and have the bushes cut down. Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.

Councilman Festerman said he assumed there was a fee to get the bushes cut down. Pearce said all of the costs would go as a lien against the property.

The motion was then approved in a 6-0 vote by Council.

A copy of the Ordinance as approved follows:
O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 23rd day of May, 2005 at 10:30 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 609 Roach Street, Reidsville, North Carolina TAS Map No. 8905-13-14-9439.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owners by posting said property on May 6, 2005 and by publication in the Reidsville Review on May 12, 2005.  Said owners being Marie M. Williams and Wanda M. Butcher. 

WHEREAS, said owners did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner on June 4, 2005.  The Order allowed said owners to repair, alter or improve the above structure on or before August 22, 2005, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been repaired, altered or improved, and remains deteriorated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 609 Roach Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated and closed, and to placard said structure as provided by N.C.G.S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (a) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 12th day of October, 2005.

/s/_____________________________________

    John “Jay” M. Donecker, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for today’s board and commission appointments.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.
The Mayor asked if there was anyone who wished to speak on non-agenda items?
Mr. Allen Gunn questions salaries, potholes and the Consent Agenda.

Mr. Allen Gunn of 1883 Pennrose Drive got up to speak. He questioned why the City needs a $110,000-130,000 City Manager, plus perks, plus an Assistant City Manager for a “one-horse town”? Mayor Donecker noted that the City has a combined budget of $24-25 million dollars and when dealing with that kind of fiscal responsibility, a City needs someone who is responsible and well trained to take care of that. Mr. Gunn said every couple of years, the City gives big raises yet there are people in this town who have been laid off or need work, like in the Fire Department. He said there are only two people on duty at every station, and firefighters have to wait at fire scenes for other personnel to arrive. He said there are personnel shortages in the Police Department and Public Works Department. He noted there are work barricades around town, where the work has been going on for six months to a year. He talked of potholes in the street, such as the one at the north end of Scales Street at its intersection with Wentworth. He said someone could come across that pothole and tear up the front of their car, and Mr. Gunn said if he was them, he’d sue somebody. He stated that this was the case at several places around town yet the City had money to give raises to those at the top.
Mayor Donecker stated that the City’s Fire Department has 50% more personnel than Eden does, and Eden’s fire rating is just as good as Reidsville’s. The vacancies in the Police Department are unfilled positions, not because the City is unwilling to pay but because it is difficult to find qualified people who want to move to Reidsville and fill the jobs, the Mayor said. He noted that the Vance Street area improvements have taken the attention away from some other areas in town, but he told Mr. Gunn if he would let staff know where the potholes are located, they would look into it. 
Mr. Gunn said there were two or three potholes where Wentworth and Scales intersect. It was noted that those are State-maintained streets so Mayor Donecker said those problems had nothing to do with the City’s fiscal management. Mr. Gunn talked of manhole covers on Way Street that don’t fit, making cars go “bump, bump, bump” when one drives over them.

Mr. Gunn said he came up to City Hall a couple of months ago to pay his water bill and saw a “bunch of Mexicans” mowing the grass. He said he didn’t have anything against Mexicans, but he questioned whether they were legal or illegal. He asked why the City couldn’t get “our people” to do these jobs and “why do we have to import people?” Mayor Donecker asked Mr. Gunn who was the “we” he was referring to? Mr. Gunn said “we” was the City of Reidsville. The Mayor stated that you see this practice everywhere, people contracted to do these kinds of jobs, but who they hire is the company’s business. Mr. Gunn asked if the City couldn’t afford to have people do these jobs. The City Manager responded, stating it is contracted out because it is a lot cheaper to contract it out. He said Mr. Gunn would be up here complaining if the City paid more for it. City Manager Almond said the least expensive way to do maintenance on these buildings was to contract it out. He said the City is saving Mr. Gunn money by doing that. Mr. Gunn said he thought most people would be willing to pay a penny or two more to get people some jobs around here and hire local people. Mayor Donecker said two pennies more on the tax rate would be $140,000, and that probably wouldn’t be enough to hire and pay the people it would take to do this.
Mr. Gunn asked if the City is still selling water to Greensboro? The Mayor replied in the affirmative, noting that Greensboro is still sending checks to the City as well. Mr. Gunn asked where that money goes? There was a discussion of how that money is routed through the City. The Mayor also noted that the City has won an award for the last 9-10 years for its financial reporting because they do it in such a way that the dollars can be tracked. Mayor Donecker suggested Mr. Gunn sit down with the City Manager, who could go through the budget with him and “track the dollars.” 
Mr. Gunn said he knows the City annexed a small area on the south end of town some 15 years ago, and it took the City 15 years to get sewer in that section. He said they had water out there, and they finally got sewer out there. Mr. Gunn said he thought it was wrong that annexed areas have to wait so long for sewer, and he felt the State laws regarding this were wrong. He said if a City can’t afford to provide the services, it shouldn’t annex.
Mr. Gunn also questioned the Consent Agenda and whether people are allowed to speak on those items. The Mayor explained that the purpose of the Consent Agenda is not for the public to come up and speak on these issues. He said citizens can get a copy of the Consent Agenda prior to the meeting. They have the opportunity to question Council members about those items. He noted that is why he always asks whether there are items that Council would like to consider separately. It allows Council members to pull those items for discussion, he noted. Mr. Gunn stated why have it in there? He said Council members should just go ahead and get behind closed doors. The Mayor said because citizens are given the opportunity to look at it, and if they have questions, to address those to Council members.
Before sitting down, Mr. Gunn asked for a breakdown of all City employees and their salaries, from Mayor and Council on down. City Manager Almond said they would get that information to Mr. Gunn in the next couple of days.

Richard Moore discussions Tuesday’s election.

Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman on Turner Drive, got up to speak. He spoke about the results of Tuesday’s election and congratulated the winners. He told Mr. Donald Gorham, Councilman-elect who was sitting in the audience, that if history is any indication, he has a lifetime job as long as he wants it as long as he doesn’t mess with annexation.

Mr. Moore then referred to comments made by Mayor-elect Festerman in the Reidsville Review, whereby the Mayor-elect stated he was glad the campaigning was over and that he was delighted with the citizens’ support of him and their endorsement not only of him and his work but also of the Council as well. Mr. Moore stated that his comments were directed not only to Mr. Festerman but to any elected official. He said before anyone got “too carried away” with their election, they should think about the fact that only 20% of the voters turned out or one in five voters. He did add that this is a fairly decent number for a City Council election in Reidsville. Mr. Moore cautioned anyone who is elected to be aware of the numbers before they become too carried away with their “endorsement.” Mr. Moore continued to analyze the numbers from the election and what he felt they meant. Again, he cautioned people to look at the numbers before getting overly confident about their “endorsement.”
CITY MANAGER'S REPORT. 
South Technology Drive.

City Manager Almond offered to Council for its review a resolution requesting that NCDOT maintain South Technology Drive in the City’s Industrial Park. The City had received $350,000 in State funds for the project, and one of the conditions of that funding is that the roadway must be in the state system for at least a year. Therefore, he was asking for the Council’s approval of a resolution adding South Technology Drive to the State system for one year.
Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to include South Technology Drive on its state-maintained road system. (A COPY OF THE RESOLUTION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

‘Routine’ Agendas.
City Manager Almond said he had heard it said during the campaign that the City has “routine agendas.” He stressed that just because there may not be a lot on the City Council agenda at times does not mean that there aren’t a lot of good things happening in the City. He noted that a lot of good things are happening, and many of them are outlined in the City Manager’s Report each month. Many of these items have been approved by Council, but they don’t have to come back on the agenda time and time again, but his City Manager’s report reflects the work going on, he said.
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Mayor Pro Tem Gentry – The Councilman thanked the people who had worked to put on the downtown festival. He also thanked those people who had come out and shown him their support during the election. He referred Mr. Richard Moore to his remarks in the Review in which he stated that he wished more people had voted. He stressed that voting is a “precious right.”

Upon realizing the board and commission announcements had not been made, Mayor Donecker asked that those results be read.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Clerk Angela G. Stadler, CMC, announced the following unanimously approved board and commission appointments:

Historic Preservation Commission – Mr. Chris Burnette of 1301 Pennrose Drive and Mr. Tyler Walker of 1119 Rosemont Drive.

Human Relations Commission – Mr. Alexander Williams of 912 Walters Street.

Planning Board – Mr. Andy Skrobola of 2203 Cypress Drive.

Reidsville Community Pool Association (RCPA)  -- Ms. Glad Pickell of 704 Woodsway Court.

RETURN TO COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.

Councilman Festerman – The Councilman congratulated Mr. Gorham and Mr. Gentry and told them he looked forward to serving with them over the next four years. He said it was a great campaign, and he was glad it was over with. The Councilman said he was extremely pleased that he had the opportunity to serve with this group of people, and he looked forward to serving with them in the future. He said he thought the results spoke for themselves yesterday, and that the community is pretty pleased with the Council. He said he wasn’t crazy about campaigns, but he certainly enjoyed serving.
The Councilman told the City Manager he would like to receive a list of intersections where people can’t turn right on red. He said he thought most of these were probably on the State system. However, with the high cost of gas, some people have questioned why they need to sit there idling, he noted.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman noted that the Human Relations Commission didn’t meet in September. The Chamber of Commerce has been very active, he said. He highlighted upcoming events, including the Vision Center ribbon cutting on October 19 at 10 a.m. and the after hours social hosted by RCC at the Penn House from 5-7 p.m. on October 20. He also noted that the new Wal-Mart will open at 7 a.m. on October 26.

Councilman Henderson congratulated the winning candidates and said he looked forward to working with each of them. He said he hoped they would be able to accomplish even more in the future.
Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman reported that the Historic Preservation Commission did not meet the previous night because several of its members were busy at the polls.

On September 22, the Appearance Commission met. Although they couldn’t vote due to a lack of quorum, there was some discussion about the concerns brought up by the group of Reidsville business owners at the last Council meeting. Ms. Amy Huber, who is a member of the Appearance Commission as well as the Downtown Corporation Executive Director, met with the group of women recently to hear their ideas.

The group also talked about the work of the Appearance Task Force. The Appearance Commission has also been working on tree identification along the greenways. Plaques are being made to line the trails for this purpose.

The Councilwoman also congratulated those who won. Since it was a rainy day, she thought the turnout was pretty good at the downtown festival, which she described as a good experience.
Mayor Donecker – The Mayor congratulated the winners and thanked those who didn’t win. “You can’t have a horse race with one horse, and you can’t have an election with only one choice,” he said. He said the only way to get more people to vote is to have more active people running.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that she was glad to have Councilman Rucker back and on the road to recovery.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry stressed that the Wal-Mart opening ceremonies are at 7 a.m., but the store doesn’t officially open until 8 a.m.

Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at 3:46 p.m.
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Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk

ATTEST:

______________________________________

John M. “Jay” Donecker, VMD, Mayor
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