MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 2006 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Councilman John H. Gentry

Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker


Councilman W. Clark Turner

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
 Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


                                                                        Michael Pearce, Community Development Director


                                                                        Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

                                                                        Steve Routh, Public Works Director


                                                                                                                                                 Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He first noted that Mayor Pro- Tem Gorham is unable to attend due to sickness.

The Mayor then asked the Rev. Rick Moore, pastor of Sunnycrest Church of Christ in Reidsville, to provide the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman and Council members led in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PROCLAMATIONS:

RECOGNITION OF ADOLPHUS KEESEE FOR 50 YEARS OF MUSICAL SERVICE.

Mayor Festerman invited Mr. Keesee and his wife to the front for the reading of the Certificate of Recognition. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) The Mayor then asked Mr. Keesee to say a few words. Mr. Keesee thanked the Council for the certificate and for allowing him to be here today. He said he was looking forward to another 50 years of making gospel music. Mayor Festerman wished him continued success.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor asked if there were any items that needed to be pulled from the Consent Agenda? With none being offered, Mayor Festerman asked that Item No. 2 regarding Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 1 be pulled for further consideration.
Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve Consent Agenda items No. 1, 3-5.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 14, 2006 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the June 14, 2006 regular meeting minutes.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL TO AWARD A CONTRACT OF $496,601.00 TO A.C. SCHULTES OF CAROLINA, INC. FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT CHLORAMINES IMPROVEMENTS. 
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved Public Works Director Steve Routh’s recommendation to award A.C. Schultes of Carolina, Inc. a $496,601 contract for Water Treatment Plant chloramines improvements. (A COPY OF ROUTH’S JULY 3, 2006 MEMO TO CITY MANAGER ALMOND OUTLINING THE REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION AND A LISTING OF THE BIDDERS IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OFTHESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 - APPROVAL OF TECHNICAL CORRECTION OF SPEED LIMIT ON HARRISON STREET AT REQUEST OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved NCDOT’s request for a technical correction of the speed limit on SR 2670 (Harrison Street). This is described as an “ordinance correction for a route number change.” No sign work is required, only a paperwork change. (A COPY OF THE “CERTIFICATION OF MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE DECLARING SPEED LIMIT MODIFICATIONS AND REQUEST FOR CONCURRING ORDINANCE BY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION” IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 - APPROVAL OF REQUEST BY PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS COMPANY FOR FRANCHISE RENEWAL.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved on first reading Piedmont Natural Gas Company’s request for a franchise renewal. The franchise renewal is for an additional 40 years after the original 40-year franchise expires. The second reading will be held at the August meeting of City Council. (A COPY OF “AN ORDINANCE GRANTING FRANCHISE TO PIEDMONT NATURAL GAS COMPANY, INC.” IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
- End of Consent Agenda -
Mayor Festerman then returned to Consent Agenda Item No. 2, which he had requested be pulled from the Consent Agenda. 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 1, WHICH APPROPRIATES ANTICIPATED ADDITIONAL COSTS FOR WATER PLANT IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR SAID IMPROVEMENTS.
He asked Public Works Director Steve Routh, who was in the audience, whether it should state in the third paragraph of Routh’s memo dated July 3, 2006, that the project is to be partially “funded” by the City of Greensboro instead of “financed” as it is worded. Routh agreed that the word should be “funded.” The Public Works Director noted that it is the sale of water to Greensboro that has “kicked us into another bracket,” otherwise Reidsville wouldn’t have to make these improvements for another two years.
Referring to the last paragraph of the memo, Mayor Festerman questioned Routh about the chemical changes listed there and whether there would be an effect on water quality or taste? Routh said residents shouldn’t see any difference in the quality of the water we already have. The Public Works Director briefly discussed the benefits of chloramines vs. chlorine as a disinfectant and the flushing process. He noted that chloramines do not inhibit bacterial growth as well as straight chlorine, but it does inhibit the growth of these two compounds which are a byproduct. The Mayor asked about taste? Again, Routh said citizens shouldn’t see any difference. The Mayor stated that often he does hear complaints from residents about the taste of the water during certain times of the year. Routh said, at this time of the year because of the heat, the City must boost its chlorine content because of State and EPA rules. Therefore, people in the middle of the City will probably smell and taste the chlorine more than those residents at the far ends of the City, Routh pointed out. That will change under this new system, he added.
Mayor Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 1.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 1

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 14, 2006 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2006-2007; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate anticipated additional costs for water plant improvements and additional funding for said improvements;

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 14, 2006 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 61-3840-0000, Contribution from Greensboro, be increased by $84,839; that revenue account number 61-3987-0000, Transfer from Water Reserve, be increased by $84,839; that revenue account number 41-3990-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – Water Reserve Fund, be increased by $84,839. 

Section 2. That expense account number 61-7120-5800, Capital Improvements, be increased by $169,678; that expense account number 41-7120-0000, Transfer to Water Fund, be increased by $84,839.

This the 12th day of July, 2006.

                       /s/____________________                                        

                            James K. Festerman    

                             Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   
Angela Stadler, City Clerk

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED OFF HOLIDAY LOOP ROAD, PICKRELL ROAD AND DRUM ROAD, SPECIFICALLY TAX PIN NOS. 8914-03-01-4606, 8904-03-11-9739, 8914-03-20-5955, A PORTION OF 8913-00-19-3851 AND A PORTION OF 8913-00-19-9449, FROM RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL-20 TO HIGHWAY BUSINESS. (Z2006-8)

In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce stated that staff was representing the City of Reidsville, which, in cooperation with Rockingham County, was requesting that land owned by both be rezoned from Residential Agricultural-20 to Highway Business. He corrected an error in his memo, which stated that this involved four tracts of land. It should say “five” tracts of land, he explained, adding that the advertising information was correct.

Pearce noted that the County has purchased four properties totaling approximately 157 acres for the proposed equestrian center as well as land that could be subdivided into properties for hotels, etc. The City owns a two-acre tract of land, which would be rezoned to provide better access to Drum Road, he explained. Two of the parcels already have partial Highway Business zoning; therefore, this would be a continuation of that HB zoning, he said.
Pearce said that the properties to the north and east are primarily zoned residential. To the south is Highway Business zoning and across US 29, there is an approximate 60-acre parcel zoned Highway Business, he pointed out. Therefore, he sees this as a “natural fit” for this land, he said. One of the biggest problems in development of this land is the high costs of providing public services, such as water and sewer, to a residential area. In the past, there has been some interest from developers, but once they started adding up the numbers of providing public services to this area, they haven’t been able to figure out a way to do it as a residential property, Pearce explained.
The Community Development Director stated that the main purpose for this rezoning has been for the proposed equestrian center. Regardless of whether the equestrian center becomes a reality, Highway Business is still the best zoning for this parcel, Pearce said. He described it as a “good property” and noted that there are grants available for development associated with Highway Business that would help with public services and would not be available for residential development.
This recommendation will mean change for the area, Pearce said. However, if developed commercially, development criteria such as buffers and screening must be provided. It will probably add to the traffic, but he said, hopefully, traffic studies will have to be done to determine what the traffic patterns will be prior to any development.

Planning staff is in favor of this rezoning change. Pearce concluded his staff report by noting that the Planning Board voted in favor of the rezoning request 7-1.

Before opening the public hearing, the Mayor noted that he had not seen any Planning Board minutes in the agenda packet? Pearce said those minutes did not make it into the agenda packet, but they were put in Council members’ boxes separately in the last day or so.

Mayor Festerman opened the public hearing at 3:14 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in opposition to this rezoning?

Mr. Dennis Hall of 552 Cloverdale Road got up to speak. He asked if there is no equestrian center, what will the rezoning do to the adjoining property?

Community Development Director Pearce said staff wouldn’t know until there is a known commercial use for the property. He said it needs to be pre-zoned to a commercial use. If developers don’t see this zoning on the map, it’s not developed, and they go to the next town or next area, he explained. He said it has to be zoned Highway Business upfront and on the zoning map showing it’s suitable for commercial development. If the equestrian center does not happen, other potential developers would have to produce site plans, etc., or secure permits before the development would become a reality.
Again, Pearce said he can’t say what would happen yet, but there has been talk of the need for commercial development, such as restaurants, etc.  If a developer comes along, they could review plans at that point, he said. Mr. Hall again asked what effect there would be on the surrounding properties. There would be some impact, Pearce noted, stating that the neighborhood might not be as quiet. He reiterated that there are buffer requirements between commercial and residential properties. When reviewing site plans, staff looks at light patterns and attempts to reduce the amount of light on other properties, he explained.
Pearce said that although there would be impact, staff feels that the property should be zoned for commercial use. Mr. Hall questioned whether this would automatically increase tax values? City Manager Almond stated that he didn’t think it would increase Mr. Hall’s tax values under normal circumstances. Usually, Mr. Hall’s tax value wouldn’t change unless his property was rezoned for commercial development, the City Manager said. Mr. Hall asked about the extent of the rezoning and how far it would go down Drum Road. City Manager Almond described the properties involved. Mayor Festerman suggested that Mr. Hall talk to the County about the tax values.

The Mayor said he would assume that Mr. Hall is opposed to the rezoning? Mr. Hall said it depended on the outcome of the situation.

Ms. Cynthia Loftis of 1437 US 29 Business addressed Council. She stated that it is clear that she has no choice in this rezoning, but she said her choice is to move. If this development occurs, she will sell her property and relocate to another state, she told Council. Ms. Loftis said she had wanted to live in the county, but the area is getting so developed that she’s not in the country anymore. That is her opposition, she said. She added that she had hoped to see more homeowners here today, but many are elderly and they probably felt it was futile to even come up here. She added that it was her first time to City Hall, and it would probably be her last, but she wanted to make them aware of her feelings about the equestrian center and anything else developed there. She said she wanted it to stay woods behind her house.

Mayor Festerman said he hoped that she would stay. However, with regards to the equestrian center, they have been told that the impact on traffic on Drum Road will be minimal. He asked her not to make a hasty decision. She said she knew that development was coming to that area and that is why she is looking at living in another state. 

Ms. Loftis asked if residents would be kept informed? Mayor Festerman said such updates would most likely be found in the press. She was also given the telephone number of the County governmental offices at 342-8100.
Mayor Festerman then asked if there was anyone who wished to speak in support of the rezoning request? No one came forward, and the public hearing was closed at 3:23 p.m.

Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilwoman Zdanski and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve this request.

CONSIDERATION OF A ZONING VIOLATION AT 1002 LANE STREET. 
In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff reported that her department had received a complaint about 1002 Lane Street regarding the construction of a deck and the installation of a metal carport on the property. Staff investigated, and the structures were going up, she said. Setliff said she notified the property owner that he would need to come in and get a zoning permit and a building permit. When the property owner came in to get the permits, the property did not meet the setback requirements for the deck or carport, she said. However, this week, the property owner did move the metal carport over so that is no longer a zoning issue other than he needs to come in and obtain a zoning permit and a building permit for that structure, Setliff said. Regarding the deck, the City turned down the zoning compliance permit based on non-compliance with the setback requirements since this is a Residential-6 (R-6) area. The deck is 25 feet from the street, she explained, and the setback requirement is 30 feet from the front property line. The property owner did go before the Board of Adjustment, which voted that he did not have a hardship and turned down his variance application, she said. Staff has waited several months for the deck to be removed, Setliff explained, or reduced back to where it would meet the setback requirements. That has not been done, and staff has received a second complaint, she said. Therefore, staff is asking that the City Council grant permission to issue a civil citation against the property. A warning citation would give the property owner 10 days to abate the violations before the penalties – a $100 a day fine – would begin, she noted.

Setliff stressed that staff did not go out looking for this violation, but a complaint was received.

Councilman Henderson asked if the Board of Adjustment denied the variance request, why is it before City Council? Setliff said the Board denied it, and he has not complied with it. The Councilman said he thought Mr. Amos’ only other recourse would be to go to Superior Court. Setliff replied that Mr. Amos didn’t go to Superior Court. He had 30 days to file something with the courts, but he didn’t do that. Therefore, the next step is for staff to ask for a civil citation, Setliff said.
Mayor Festerman said he had visited the site today, noting that although it was probably a mute point, the deck is 24 – not 25 – feet from the curb. Setliff said staff went by what Mr. Amos provided when he put in his application. The Mayor said that it appeared about 95% of the homes in that area are in violation of this ordinance. Setliff noted that this is an older area. These setback requirements have been in effect since 1965, she explained. A lot of these homes were built prior to that and grandfathered, she said, but, any new additions to those homes must meet the setback requirements. This ordinance is not a new ordinance, she stressed, being in effect since 1965. She said these are older homes, some of which have been there since the 1940s and 1950s.
Mayor Festerman asked Setliff how the City’s ordinance compared to other cities and whether it was more restrictive? Setliff said it was, in fact, similar to other cities and cited the setback requirements for Eden (30, 35 & 40 feet depending on the district) and Rockingham County (minimum of 35 feet from the front property line). She said for the majority of cities, Reidsville’s setback requirements are “right in line.”

Although this was not a public hearing, the Mayor allowed Mr. David Amos of 1002 Lane Street to address Council on this issue. After giving some history on himself, Mr. Amos discussed his neighborhood. He said there were 104 houses in the immediate neighborhood, and 90% of them don’t have the 26 feet that he has from his porch to the street. He talked of some of the other properties in the area. Mr. Amos said he realizes that several of the properties are grandfathered in. He noted that he moved his carport although there are other properties that had less footage than he did to the property line. He talked of one property that was out of compliance, which he didn’t think was grandfathered. However, he said he wasn’t here to tell on his neighbors. He said of all of these houses, he had more room than 90% of the 104 from the front of his porch to the curb. Mr. Amos informed Council that he did not knowingly break the law except when he was young and raced cars. He said he was a law abiding citizen, and he didn’t try to give anyone any problems. He said a neighbor turned him in because she thought he had written her a letter about her four dogs. He said he never wrote the letter or put one in her mailbox. He said he thought they were friends until the City came out.
Mr. Amos said he moved the carport to be in compliance, but he didn’t see a need to go back to the City and get a permit since it had already turned him down. Mr. Amos said he would come back and get one. He said he didn’t understand why he had been pursued so badly on this thing. He again said he didn’t realize that he was breaking the law.
Mr. Amos said he understood that if you build something 12 feet by 12 feet, you don’t need a permit. He said he moved a 10x14 deck from the side of his house to the front, adding seven feet on one side and 11 “point something” feet on the other side later on. He said he didn’t think he needed a permit. 
Mayor Festerman asked Mr. Amos to go over again why he thought he didn’t need a permit. Mr. Amos said he called the City and was told that as long as it was under 12 feet when you’re building something or adding something, you don’t need a permit. He said he didn’t know he needed a permit for a carport, but he said “ignorance is not bliss.”
The Mayor noted that the major point of concern is why Mr. Amos didn’t get a permit. Mr. Amos replied that he didn’t think he needed one. The Mayor asked Mr. Amos why he didn’t think he needed a permit. Mr. Amos said because the City told him that if it was 12 feet and one inch, he needed a permit. If it was 12 feet and under, he did not need a permit, he said, and that is why he didn’t think he needed one. The carport he didn’t know about, adding that they pop up everywhere, he said. He talked of other carports in the area with less than 3 feet.

Councilwoman Zdanski asked Mr. Amos when he talked to the Board of Adjustment, did he tell them about calling the City? He said he told them, as best he could remember. She noted that her decision is based on the Board of Adjustment decision, and that is, like in essence, a jury decision. Mr. Amos said he didn’t do anything in contempt. The Mayor asked Community Development Director Michael Pearce to respond to what had been said in the last few minutes.

Community Development Director Michael Pearce said he was not aware of all of the conversations between his office and everybody out there. However, he said he was aware of a situation with Mr. Amos with some property on Irvin Street. Mr. Amos had built an accessory building behind a house, he explained. For an accessory building less than 12x12, you don’t need a building permit, Pearce said, but you still need a zoning permit. That only applies to accessory buildings, he added, and not to every kind of structure. For a deck, you need a building permit regardless, he said. Pearce said he could see where Mr. Amos may have been confused. However, he said he didn’t think anyone in his office would have said you don’t need a permit for a deck. Mr. Amos said he took a 12x12 for a 12x12 whether it was an outbuilding or a deck.
Pearce told Councilwoman Zdanski that whether Mr. Amos had stated that (about calling the City) at the Board of Adjustment meeting, he didn’t think that would materially have any impact on the Board of Adjustment’s decision. That Board has to consider whether someone has a hardship, not whether they are confused or not. Mr. Amos said he wasn’t sure what a hardship is, but he loves his front porch. He said he would love to be able to keep it, and he certainly has more footage than 90% of 104 houses in that area. Again, he said he didn’t intentionally break the law.
Councilman Rucker stressed to Mr. Amos that the City didn’t go looking for this violation, but he was turned in by a neighbor. Mayor Festerman said the City has to enforce violations that it finds out about. Mr. Amos questioned whether if someone is turned in, it’s against the law, but if you’re not turned in, it’s fine to do anything. Councilman Rucker said City staff is not out looking for trouble and to make our citizens mad. City Manager Almond said he doesn’t think the community wants staff to go looking for such violations. Again, Mr. Amos said he didn’t intentionally break the law. He told Council he would appreciate a little help here.
Mayor Festerman said this was a difficult situation for him. He asked whether there was any “wiggle room,” to which the City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. replied “none.” Mr. Amos said he doesn’t understand why there is a law when you’re in a neighborhood of 50 to 75 foot lots, why you come up with a 30-foot requirement. He again talked of other houses in the neighborhood that are in non-compliance. It was again noted that this ordinance has been in effect since 1965. Mr. Amos said most of those decks and carports in the neighborhood have probably been built since then. Councilwoman Zdanski said perhaps they received permits. Mr. Amos asked if it was against the law, how did they get a permit? She told Mr. Amos the key thing was that if he had requested a building permit, staff would have known of the problems at the time. The Mayor asked what it would take to bring the deck into compliance? It was noted that after four feet of deck was removed, Mr. Amos would have a six-foot deck.

Ms. Sherry Burnett of 1001 Forest Street got up to speak. Ms. Burnett said she was the neighbor who complained about Mr. Amos’ deck and carport. She said Mr. Amos thinks this is about a letter someone put in her mailbox about her dogs. She said she had put up a property fence to fence in her backyard. She thought the property line ran straight across, but it started to veer  up toward her back door. They looked for stakes, finding one but not the one at the street. They put the fence up straight. Mr. Amos put a note on her door saying that the corner of the fence was on his property. She said she had 10 inches of fence on his property approximately 6-8 feet down. She noted that Mr. Amos has dogs too, adding that the Lane Street address is not Mr. Amos’ primary residence but a rental property. She said he only stays there occasionally. Anyway, Ms. Burnett said Mr. Amos gave her until the end of December or he would take her court. When he started putting up the carport and moving his deck, she called the City and asked if he had a permit because she had to call the fence company back to move the fence. She said that Mr. Amos got into an argument with her fence people, and they landed moving it up eight feet off of her property line. Mr. Amos was going to use the back side of her fence for his dog, and she told him he was not. He told her there was nothing she could do about it, and she told him, “yes, there is.” That is why she got the fence company to move the fence up eight feet off her property line, she said. “And that’s what this is all about,” Ms. Burnett said.
Ms. Burnett talked briefly about the dog situation before adding that Mr. Amos does not have a larger yard than 90% of the people in that area. When he came before the Board of Adjustment, he had already done the carport and deck and was talking about building a garage, she said. He doesn’t have enough room to do anything else, she said. She said most of the neighbors don’t have carports, but if he could, they should be allowed to put carports up and decks on their houses.

Councilman Rucker said he was glad to hear the other side of the story. Ms. Burnett said it was not discussed at the earlier meeting about the 12 feet. Mr. Amos asked for some rebuttal time, but the Mayor said he would need to keep it short. Mr. Amos said he was nice to Ms. Burnett when he found out her fence was on his land. He left her a note to call her, and she called him. He started to go into detail about the fence situation, but the Mayor noted that issue had nothing to do with what they were considering today.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that she had to make a motion because this is not just incumbent upon this particular property, but what could happen from this day forward.

Councilwoman Zdanski made a motion to go ahead and put into effect the civil citation against 1002 Lane Street.
She said her reasoning for her motion was based on the Board of Adjustment decision and for future circumstances when people will need to get a permit and comply with the zoning the way it is.
Mayor Festerman asked for a second to the motion several times. Councilman Turner said he hated to do it, and of all the people to have to vote against him (Mr. Amos). He told Mr. Amos he hated to have to do this, but you have to meet the regulations.
Councilman Turner seconded the motion.

Councilman Henderson said that, since he had served on the Board of Adjustment for 14 years, he would excuse himself from voting. The City Attorney informed the Councilman that he couldn’t be excused for that reason, and his lack of vote would be taken as an affirmative vote. Councilman Henderson said he understood that.
Mayor Festerman said he echoed Councilman Turner’s comments. He said it troubled him a lot, but the Council has to be consistent. “That’s where I’m at,” he said, adding that Mr. Amos was one of his best friends. The Mayor said he felt like this was one of those times that they have to “step up to the plate.”
The motion was passed in a 6-0 vote. (Councilman Henderson’s lack of vote was taken as an affirmative.)

REQUEST BY COUNCILMAN GEORGE RUCKER TO CONSIDER HIRING THREE ADDITIONAL FIREFIGHTERS.
Councilman Rucker said he would like to table this issue until he could get more information from the City Manager about how much it would cost the City, including insurance, etc. He said he would let them know when he wanted it put back on the agenda.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
City Manager Almond stated that other than the items of information included in his manager’s report, the only other thing he’d like to share is the status of 323 South Branch Street. In regards to that property, no action has been taken by the property owner, and the house was taken down by the City on July 3.
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman stated that she was out of town and unable to attend any meetings. She added that the Historic Preservation Commission will not meet in July.
Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilman Gentry – The Councilman asked for everyone to rise and remember former Reidsville City Council member Cecil Marcellus, who has passed away, with a moment of silence.

Councilman Gentry also commended area residents on their recycling efforts. He told them to keep up the good work.

Councilman Turner – The Councilman said those interested in a downtown merchants association have had two meetings so far. He said he was looking forward to great things coming from that group.

Councilman Henderson – The Councilman said that the Human Relations Commission did meet, but he had no report.
The Councilman said that the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce will have an ice cream social on the grounds of the Chamber on Thursday. A chamber coffee will be held August 3 at Wachovia Bank.

He talked of the late Rev. Cecil Marcellus, who was the first minority member of the City Council and also served as Mayor Pro Tem. He said he didn’t have time to give all of the details of how Rev. Marcellus became a member of the City Council. Councilman Henderson said Rev. Marcellus will be missed.

Mayor Festerman – The Mayor said he echoed the comments that had been made regarding the Rev. Marcellus. He called the late pastor “a fine Methodist,” noting that he had served under the Council member while he (the Mayor) was a police officer. He said he enjoyed his relationship with him very much too.
The Mayor asked again why the Council did not have the Planning Board minutes? He said he’d like the City Manager to make sure they are always included.

Mayor Festerman referred to the activity report for Lake Reidsville. He said it was very impressive and perhaps something that all of Reidsville’s residents do not know about. Then he added that some of them must know about it because they’re using the lake a lot. He complimented those who were Council members at that time for having the courage to do what they did so that the City would have what it has out there now.  He noted that 18,000 people had visited Lake Reidsville last month. He said the lake was a tremendous asset to the City. 
Mayor Festerman said he had a gentleman this morning claim he had been ticketed in the past for selling produce in the City. He thinks a lot of others are doing it and not getting ticketed. The gentleman would like the Police Department to “step up” its campaign on that, the Mayor said. He asked the City Manager to pass that on.
The Mayor then noted that there was someone that Councilman Henderson wanted to recognize.

Councilman introduces Minister Aaron Bernard Brim, who discussed a “vision” for Reidsville.

Councilman Henderson introduced to the Council the Minister Aaron Bernard Brim. He explained that Minister Brim was born and reared in Reidsville and while he had left the City, he had a vision and has returned to Reidsville. He would like to present that vision to the Council now, the Councilman explained.
Minister Brim distributed to Council some information on himself and his vision/plan. He asked Mayor Festerman to read the biographical information, which the Mayor did. (A COPY OF THE HANDOUT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Minister Brim said he had flown in from New York today to tell them about the vision he received from God. He got his supporters to rise in the audience. (About 15 people stood up in support.) He said the vision had to do with the quality of life in Reidsville and the surrounding areas. He noted the struggles of the local people, including drug abuse, alcohol abuse, single parents, gang members, low educational levels, low self esteem and people caught in the revolving door of the penal system, etc. He said he was making an appeal today for Council members to join in on this vision that God has so clearly given him.
In response to these problems, Minister Brim said he wants to have an empowerment center and church to be located at the corner of Northwest Market and Morehead Streets. He said he knows that in the past, this has been an area where the blacks hung out, but he stressed that this “is not a black issue, this is a people issue.” He explained that this empowerment center would help all people and raise their standard of living. He noted that some people had abused opportunities or never had opportunities “for whatever reason.” He said this empowerment center adjacent to the church would offer a GED program, an apprenticeship program, and a mentoring/tutoring program. He said the apprenticeship program is a key element because it would help people learn job skills. He talked about this program briefly.
Minister Brim noted his early beginnings and thanked God because he knew how it was to try and raise yourself up, and he had been able to move up because he had talent as a musician. However, he said there were a lot of people who hadn’t been afforded opportunities. “That is what this vision is all about,” he said.

Minister Brim said he had spoken with the City Manager on several occasions. The property he would like to have is located at the corner of Morehead and Market, where Slade’s Pool Hall used to be and back to the end of the property. Part of that property belongs to the City while the back part belongs to the private sector, he said. He said he would appeal to the City to donate, sell or lease the property to his organization so that they would have ample space to set up this type of ministry and church to outreach to the entire community. Minister Brim said this way they could cut out some of the violence and people living below the poverty level, etc. They could feed people using 501C grants and could educate people, he said. He said one of the people in the audience was the owner of some of the property.

Minister Brim said there is a “serious situation” out there and that basketball courts and parks wouldn’t solve the situation. He said people need to be able to get jobs and be educated so that they can reach another level. He said if this education doesn’t take place, no matter what the City does – and he said he realized the City has some aggressive and progressive programs under way – but they can’t afford to leave anybody behind. President Bush has the “No child left behind” plan, but God has the same plan. “No child of his should be left behind,” he said, but it is on us to make a difference in peoples’ lives. He said he had been gone a long time, but he had a plan, which he described as a 1-to-4 year plan, and he would be back full time. “Time is of the essence,” he said.
Minister Brim referred to a program in California called “Horses in the Hood,” which brings intercity kids out to the equestrian center to learn how to ride. They have inmates in upstate New York, who help curtail crime. He talked of the need to use everything as a vehicle to getting people have better lives.
He again talked of the need for the property, which he said the City Manager indicated would probably be a parking lot. He said they needed this space across from the health department because half of a lot was not enough for everything. Minister Brim said that a parking lot at that location “will kill the vision” which is for the “betterment of all the people.” He discussed the need to get everyone involved to find solutions to the problems.

Mayor Festerman thanked Minister Brim for his presentation.

Ms. Merritt speaks in support of Minister Brim’s plan.

Ms. Bishetta Merritt of 1354 Richie Place, NE Washington, DC, got up to speak. She  said that her mother is Colette Townes Merritt, and her uncle was Edward Townes. Her noted that she is cousin to Edward Townes and Granville Townes. She said she is here representing them today in an effort to make a contribution to this City similar to the one Minister Brim is interested in doing. She stated that they still has the building on Market Street and is in the process of getting the building up to Code so that they can create something in that building that will represent the goodness of this city, something that will provide services to people. As a teacher, she said she is concerned about the same issues as Rev. Brim and was in support of his plan. Ms. Merritt encouraged the Council to make this vision part of their vision. She urged City Council not to make the area into a parking lot but to help make lives better. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS.

Ms. Morehead speaks in support of Minister Brim’s plan and complains about water fountains.

Ms. Sharon Morehead, who said she was representing Marcellus Place, said Police Capt. Ronnie Ellison had told her to come and address her concerns here. She expressed concerns that there was nothing in the City for the children to do. She noted that she recently moved back to Reidsville and so much has changed. Back then, there were all kinds of things for children to do, she said, and now they have nothing. She said she has three sons of her own and 13 grandchildren. Her concerns are the education, feeding and housing of the children, she said.
She also complained about the water fountains in the park in the West End area not working. She noted that there was a lot of concrete but nothing for toddlers to do. She said there were basketball courts, but nothing for the toddlers. She said she thought the conditions here for children were horrible and something needed to be done about it. 

City Manager Almond asked Ms. Morehead if she was sure the water fountains are not working? She said they are there but they don’t work. The Mayor said they would look into that.
Mr. Richard Moore comments on zoning violation action, sign ordinance.

Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman at 217 Turner Drive, said he felt the Council’s pain during the David Amos situation. He said that was tough, and he was sorry Mr. Amos had left because he wanted to address that. He said he wouldn’t have voted as they did because he couldn’t see making somebody saw off four feet of their deck, but at the same time, he understands the predicament they are in.  The Council had to go with the rule of the law and couldn’t treat one person differently from other people. That wouldn’t have been right, he said.

That’s why, as a businessman, he doesn’t understand why he can’t put a temporary advertising sign in front of his business, a retail shop, and other retail people have been threatened with citations but real estate people are being exempted from this. Mr. Moore said he talked with the City Attorney after last month’s Council meeting about this appearance of “selective enforcement.” He asked him if this selective enforcement would be the grounds for a defense if a business person took the City to court over it. The City Attorney didn’t answer his question, but he made a telling observation, according to Mr. Moore. The business owner said the City Attorney said he didn’t know what he was talking about, he didn’t see the problem. The City Attorney said he drove down Freeway Drive every morning, and he didn’t know what Mr. Moore was saying about these signs. Mr. Moore said he understood because you just don’t see them, they become invisible, like the other signs. Because of that invisibility, he had made a photo which he distributed to City Council, of the corner of Freeway Drive and the road leading into Ashcroft. (A COPY OF THE PHOTO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) He said the picture is representative of the situation.
Mayor Festerman said they understood that Mr. Moore is opposed to these signs. He asked Mr. Moore to move on. Mr. Moore said, no, he didn’t have any problem with these signs because they are invisible to him just like they are to Mr. McLeod. “My problem is with selective enforcement,” he said. He noted that the past two times he has been before Council, they had assumed he had a problem with those signs. Again, he stated he didn’t have a problem with those signs but rather with selective enforcement – treating one group of people different from another – just like Mr. Amos’ situation. He told the Mayor he was sorry he hadn’t understood that.
Mr. Johnny Mauney wants to address Council on personnel issue.

Mr. Johnny Mauney of 203 Pine Hill Court, said he wanted to discuss a City employee/personnel matter. Mayor Festerman stopped Mr. Mauney, stating he could not talk about personnel matters here in open session. Mr. Mauney said City Manager Almond had told him he could come to this meeting and discuss it. The City Manager said he had told Mr. Mauney he could come and talk about the problem itself but not about the performance of an individual employee. The City Manager said that was his responsibility.
The Mayor asked if the Council could hear it in closed session. City Manager Almond replied in the negative. Mr. Mauney said he could discuss it in closed session or in open forum. Mr. Mauney said he would like to see the rules of the City that say he can’t do that. He said he had met with City Manager Almond in a meeting about three weeks ago, and was told he could come to this meeting and voice his opinions. City Manager Almond said “about the problem itself, not the performance of an individual.” 

The Mayor asked Mr. Mauney if he could discuss the problem without discussing the individual. Mr. Mauney said he didn’t know whether he could do that and get his point across. He said he didn’t intend to back down. He said City Manager Almond had heard it, but he did not agree with what he was saying. That was his prerogative, Mr. Mauney said, but there are facts he could share with Council or with the City Attorney that would prove it is right. It involves City building codes, inspection codes and the enforcement of those inspection codes, Mr. Mauney said.
City Manager Almond said Mr. Mauney had a problem with the way one of the City’s building inspectors interpreted the building code. He appealed it to him, and he felt that the inspector was right in the decision that he made, the City Manager said. Mr. Mauney had some legal action going against some other parties involved in this. We told him that if he had a problem with the City, he could file an insurance claim with the City’s carrier, City Manager Almond said. The City Manager said his position was that the inspector was right, and he will not overrule or discipline the employee.

City Attorney McLeod told Mr. Mauney he can address the problem generally but not the competence, qualifications or character of the employee. The City Manager could bring Mr. Mauney’s concerns to City Council in closed session, the City Attorney said. The Mayor explained that the employees work for Mr. Almond, they don’t work for the City Council. He has direct supervision over them. It was noted during this discussion that the City Manager deals with personnel matters.

Mr. Mauney said he understood that, but doesn’t the City Manager have some responsibility to the City Council and the citizens of Reidsville. In his opinion, the City Manager is not accepting that responsibility, Mr. Mauney said. He said he would be glad to discuss it with the City Attorney after the meeting. He said it would behoove the City Council and the residents of the City of Reidsville to understand and realize the facts. The Mayor said he felt any Council member would be happy to receive a call from Mr. Mauney, but this is not the proper forum to do it.

Councilman Rucker said he would like to hear what the City Manager says about the situation. He said Mr. Mauney could call him or show him the information that he has gathered. Mr. Mauney said he would like to show Councilman Rucker the information. The Councilman said he could, but he would also hear from the City Manager.
Mr. Mauney said he would not have shown up here today if the City Manager had not said he could not discuss it. He said he wouldn’t have taken the time to come here and sit and wait his turn if he had not been told he could do that. He said there was something wrong when the City Manager doesn’t know his own rules. The City Manager said he knew the rules very well, and he knew what he had told Mr. Mauney – that he could discuss the problem with the Council and not the individual. He reiterated that Mr. Mauney could discuss the problem, but Mr. Mauney said it couldn’t be discussed unless the individual’s performance could be discussed.
Rev. Walter King discusses needs, Brim proposal.

Rev. Walter King of 1001 Lindsey Street said he wanted to address what Mr. Brim had been talking about, coming down and doing some things concerning the City. He said he was “all for that.” He said what he had to say was more directed to the leaders of the community than to the Council. He stated that the needs of the community couldn’t wait four years for something to get done. He said something needs to be done today. He said if it takes Mr. Brim coming all the way from New York to get something done in the City, he said “we are a poor excuse for ministers and pastors and leaders in this City.” He discussed some of the problems, and that they needed to be dealt with right now. He said he didn’t just do the talk, he was a man of action. To wait four years to get anything done, until somebody else is ready to do their agenda or ready to do something, he said that doesn’t sound too promising to him. He said people are dying one a month now, and in four years, there would be 30-40 dead. He said his question was directed not to City Council but to the leaders who showed up in support today of this plan: where is the support without it? He said how long is it going to be before someone steps us and says we can do this and stop this. Rev. King said he believed he was a man of God, too, and that God has called him on a mission, but he doesn’t get it. He said the pastors were showing up today, but he wasn’t seeing any work. Four years from now, his daughter will be 14 years old. He said he doesn’t need it four years from now, he needs it today. He said the black leaders of this community need to step up, stop “shucking and jiving” and do what they have to do. He said this is not the City Council’s responsibility, this is “our responsibility” to raise our children better and try to make a change. He said they need to be making a difference in a child’s life today. He said he was disappointed that Mr. Brim had to come all the way from New York on behalf of the black men and women in this City who say they are leaders. He continued to speak for several minutes on this same topic.
Minister Katherine Totten of South Scales Street, Reidsville, speaks.

Minister Katherine Totten said she has lived in Reidsville for the majority of her life and knows pretty much everybody in the town. She said she had known Mr. Brim for a long time. She said he had heard of a lot of things taking place inside the City. She stated that she was not here to say let’s make everything happen overnight. She asked that the City of Reidsville not hinder what has already taken place. The corner that was being asked for would not make a lot of difference to the City, she said. She said the City has parking lots that aren’t being used now. She said it may take a while to get done what Rev. Brim had come and got started. She stated that Rev. Brim was born and raised in Reidsville, and it was impressive that he was willing to come back and try to make a difference here.  She said this was the last time she would say “trying” to make a difference because they are not going away. She said if they can’t do it there, they will do it some place. She noted that you can’t just open up a building today because there are codes, etc. She said she had been trying to open up a business since January so she knows that there are codes and regulations that they will have to go through. Again, she asked that the City not hinder them in this project by “nitpicking,” although she stated she didn’t think the City would do that. She said if the City could help them, then help them but don’t knock them down before they get started. She said for Reidsville to change there has to be a mindset or a mind change. She said it is not a black thing or a white thing, it is a Reidsville issue.
Mr. John Mauney asks who the City Manager reports to.

Mr. Mauney asked the City Council who the City Manager reports to? Mayor Festerman explained that he reports to them. Mr. Mauney asked how often does the City Council discuss personnel matters with Mr. Almond? The Mayor said the Council does an annual evaluation of him, but he is constantly evaluated by the Council. Mr. Mauney asked if the City Manager has a contract and for how long? The Mayor said it is an annual contract.
Mr. Charles Fagg of 1326 Woodland Drive questions commitment to public safety.

Mr. Charles Fagg said he came today in support of Councilman Rucker’s request to hire three firefighters. However, since that had been postponed, he stated that during the last Council campaign, he and the other candidates, including Councilman Gentry and Mayor Festerman, all said that public safety was their number one priority. He said he didn’t see where that promise was being kept by those two gentlemen. He said if public safety was their number one priority, they would be there in support of Councilman Rucker’s efforts. Mayor Festerman told Mr. Fagg that he worked for 35 years in public safety (as a former Police Officer and Police Chief), and he would always be for public safety. Mr. Fagg said he wasn’t seeing it in the budget.
MOVE TO FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM FOR CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO G.S. 143-318.11(A)(5) REGARDING PROPERTY ACQUISITION.
Councilwoman Zdanski then made a motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to go into closed session.
RETURN FROM CLOSED SESSION.

Upon the Council’s return from closed session, Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Mayor Festerman and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 5:40 p.m.
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       James K. Festerman, Mayor
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