MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007 AT 8:30 A.M.
FIRST-FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry

Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
None

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    Harry Brown, Parks & Recreation Director
Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. in the first-floor conference room of City Hall. He recognized Parks & Recreation Director Harry Brown before turning the meeting over to City Manager Almond.

The City Manager noted that the agenda packets for the April 11th Council meeting would go out today. Six public hearings are on the agenda. He stated that he had also planned a work session at the end of the meeting, at which time he would have some numbers in the General Fund for Council members.
City Manager Almond said he had no other business than to go on a mobile tour, starting with Freedom Park in Eden, then going onto Jaycee Park, Lake Reidsville and the new Teen Center site.

Mayor Festerman asked if any Council members had anything to discuss. No one did. The group then traveled by City van to Freedom Park in Eden.

FREEDOM PARK.

Council members and staff visited Freedom Park, concentrating on the new skateboard facility and the ballpark area. They talked with Eden Councilman Darryl Carter and Paul Dishmon, facility maintenance supervisor for the City of Eden, about various items, including use and maintenance of the facility.

JAYCEE PARK.

The group returned to Reidsville where they rode through the lower Jaycee Park on Scales Street pointing out possible locations for a skateboarding facility. Council members then went to the ballpark area, commenting on the conditions of the tennis court area and the concession stand. Resurfacing of the tennis courts and replacement of the concession area were discussed by some of the Council members. The need for litter control and general sprucing up of the facility were also noted.
INDUSTRIAL PARK.

Council members and staff rode through the industrial park, looking at the lot at the back of the park selected for a “ready-to-go” site.
LAKE REIDSVILLE.

The group then traveled to Lake Reidsville, where they reviewed the work done on the two new piers there. As they left the park, City Manager Almond noted the need to resurface the roadway into the park.

TEEN CENTER.

Before returning to City Hall, Council members and staff drove by the new Teen Center site on Sprinkle Street. City crews were on the site, working on the property.

OVERVIEW OF THE DAY’S TRIP.

Upon returning to City Hall, City Manager Almond reviewed what he believed Council members wanted after hearing various comments made throughout the mobile tour.
First, he said Council members appeared to think that staff needs to do a better job of maintaining what the City has, especially at Jaycee Park and Lake Reidsville, and putting a “better face forward.” At Jaycee Ballpark, that includes rust proofing and painting the fencing and replacing the press box “in some form or fashion,” he said. Updating the press box/concession stand building also means updating the public address system, the wiring and the scoreboards, he stated. Also, something needs to be done with the lower tennis courts, he added.
City Manager Almond quickly touched on maintenance of the parks, noting that three people were in charge of the City’s park areas. Park maintenance is not all that those employees are responsible for, he explained. Freedom Park is nice, the City Manager said, but the facility is new. He added that he prefers the wooded setting of Jaycee Park.

Mayor Festerman stressed to Brown that they were not being critical of what staff has done. He said some of the responsibility lies with Council in not allocating to staff the monies to maintain the facilities. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that when American Tobacco left, one of the areas that had been cut back was recreation.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he would like to see City equipment and personnel used at various projects, like is being done at the new Teen Center site.

Councilwoman Zdanski noted that several of the offerings at Freedom Park in Eden were donated by area businesses.

MOTION TO ADJOURN.

With no further business to be discussed, Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 11:20 a.m.
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James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

 Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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