MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2008 AT 6:30 P.M.

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman


Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
NONE

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney



Harry Brown, Parks & Recreation Director



Michael Pearce, Community Development Director

Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. The Mayor invited Dr. Rev. Bill Duke, Pastor of First Baptist Church, to provide the invocation.

Mayor Festerman then led the crowd in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

CONSIDERATION OF THE FEBRUARY 12, 2008 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 19, 2008 WORK SESSION MINUTES AND THE FEBRUARY 26, 2008 RECESSED WORK SESSION MINUTES. 
Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the February 12, 2008 regular meeting minutes, the February 19, 2008 work session minutes and the February 26, 2008 recessed work session minutes.
CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 12, WHICH REFLECTS ADDITIONAL OR INCREASED REVENUES AND CORRESPONDING EXPENSES INVOLVING LAKE REIDSVILLE, A SENIOR CENTER-HOSTED RETREAT, UNEMPLOYMENT TAXES, A FIRE DEPARTMENT FEMA GRANT AND CELL TOWER DEPOSIT.
City Manager Almond stated that passage of this budget ordinance amendment is merely a “housekeeping measure.” He explained the different aspects of the BOA as outlined in the Finance Director’s memo. (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 12.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 12
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget for additional or increased revenues and corresponding expenses (as discussed in the Finance Director’s memo dated 3/3/08);
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 11-3613-1000, Concessions - Lake, be increased by $13,000.00; that revenue account number 11-3613-2000, Camping – Lake Reidsville, be increased by $25,000.00; that revenue account number 11-3613-5000, Fishing License Sales, be increased by $2,600.00; that revenue account number 11-3900-0000, Senior Center Retreat, be increased by $26,800.00; that revenue account number 10-3412-1000, Fire Department FEMA Grant, be increased by $2,300.00; that revenue account number 10-3346-0000, Review Fees, be increased by $4,740.00; that revenue account number 10-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – General, be increased by $6,713.00; that revenue account number 11-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – Recreation, be decreased by $11,652.00; that revenue account number 15-3991-0000, Appropriated Fund Balance – Downtown Corp, be increased by $4,939.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 11-6130-1860, Worker’s compensation – Lake, be increased by $3,100.00; that expense account number 11-6130-2700, Purchase for Resale - Lake, be increased by $8,000.00; that expense account number 11-6130-2701, Fishing License Sales, be increased by $4,500.00; that expense account number 11-6130-3310, Utilities - Lake, be increased by $20,000.00; that expense account number 11-6130-2601, Special Events - Lake, be increased by $5,000.00; that expense account number 11-6124-2619, Senior Center Retreat, be increased by $26,800.00; that expense account number 10-4312-1850, Unemployment – Police Dept. , be increased by $12,238.00; that expense account number 15-4930-1850, Unemployment – Downtown Corp, be increased by $4,939.00; that expense account number 10-4510-1850, Unemployment – Street Dept., be decreased by $183.00; that expense account number 10-4710-1850, Unemployment –Solid Waste, be decreased by $5,342.00; that expense account number 11-6123-1850, Unemployment - Recreation, be decreased by $2,300.00; that expense account number 11-6124-1850, Unemployment – Senior Center, be decreased by $200.00; that expense account number 11-6130-1850, Unemployment – Lake Reidsville, be decreased by $9,152.00;  that expense account number 10-4340-2120, Protective Clothing – Fire Dept., be increased by $2,300.00; that expense account number 10-4910-4300, Contracted Services, be increased by $4,740.00.
This the 11th day of March, 2008.

                     /s/  _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________                                   
Angela G. Stadler, CMC

City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF AWARDING THE LAKE HUNT LEASE TO STEVE MANLEY, SAMMY MOORE, AND PARTNERS JOHN DANCY AND WAYNE TAYLOR. 
City Manager Almond explained that the next item on the agenda is a lease for Lake Hunt as recommended by the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission. The City received 10 proposals to lease the lake, he said. Officials saw improvements that needed to be made to the lease. 
A three-year lease has been prepared for Steve Manley, Sammy Moore, John Dancy and Wayne Taylor, the City Manager reported. He said it was essentially the same lease as used in the past, but it requires the lessees to give the City an updated membership list as well as giving discounts to senior citizens. The City Manager noted that these changes were discussed at the February 19th work session. The lease is included, he said.

Parks & Recreation Director Harry Brown said he had met with the group. He stressed that a certificate of insurance would be required before the signing of the lease.

Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to award the Lake Hunt lease to Steve Manley, Sammy Moore and partners John Dancy and Wayne Taylor. (A COPY OF THE LEASE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERIM MANAGEMENT CHANGES AND FEES FOR LAKE REIDSVILLE. 
City Manager Almond said he was bringing back to Council a compiled list of recommendations for Lake Reidsville as outlined in Harry Brown’s memo dated February 29, 2008. The memo follows:



TO:
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager


FROM:
Harry Brown, Director of Parks and Recreation

DATE:
February 29, 2008
REF:
Lake Reidsville Recommendations
As you know, Interim Lake Supervisor Pender Grogan and I have been examining the fees and policies in place for the campground at Lake Reidsville.  A complete review of the lake rules and regulations is underway and expected to be completed soon.  In the meantime, we need approval from you and the City Council to make a few changes immediately.  These recommendations are outlined below for your consideration.

In order to address concerns that the campsites have been booked up for the whole season by a few customers, we are making the following recommendations.

1) Reconfigure the distribution of campsites as listed below:

· Reducing the number of “monthly” sites to nine (site numbers 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 47; if the demand for monthly sites is greater than the number of sites available, we recommend using a lottery system

· Reserving 9 full service (water, sewer, electric) sites (site numbers 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 23)

· Reserving 8 campsites with partial service (water, electric) sites (site numbers 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 41, 42 and 43)

· Keeping 5 full service sites open on an unreserved basis (site numbers 14, 19, 21, 25 and 27)

· Keeping 12 partial service sites open on an unreserved basis (site numbers 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 and 40)

· Retain site numbers 2, 44 and 45 as “overflow” sites for use when all others are occupied.

· Require that all reservations be made for a week at a time and paid in full when booked; if the customer wants to remain on site for a second week and the site is available, the customer may request the extension and pay for the second week in full at the beginning of that week; if the customer wants to book two consecutives weeks from the outset, he must pay for both weeks in full upfront

· Require that customers who want to rent an unreservable site for a weekend night be required to pay for two weekend nights

2) To help return the park to the recreational facility that it was meant to be, we recommend that we issue a letter to all customers currently renting on a monthly basis advising them that they must be off their sites preferably by the end of March, but absolutely by the end of April.

3) To help conserve the sewage drain field for use by our campers, we recommend that the City discontinue offering sewage dumping service to campers from outside the park.  Barring this, we recommend that the fee be increased to a minimum of $20.00 per dump.

4) To better serve our customers and to help project the need for staff and supplies during peak season, we recommend the implementation of campsite management software.  This will enable our customers to pre-book and pre-pay a year or more into the future.  For customers who must cancel their reservations after they have pre-booked and pre-paid, we recommend issuing a refund only if they cancel at least one week before the date their reservations begin.

5) Because of the usefulness of a designated “camp host” for responding to unexpected events after-hours, we would like to retain your authorization to continue the camp host program and waive the monthly fee for one host or waive half the monthly fee for two hosts who share duties.  We are still working on the implications of having a City employee serve as camp host and will have policy recommendations ready soon.  In the meantime, we need authorization to have Cynthia Andrews continue in that role, to permit her to remain in her current camp location until further notice, and to waive her monthly fee.

6) For the period March 1 – April 30, we recommend operation of the campground under the current rate schedule, shown here.

Current Rate Schedule

Daily Camping Rates



Monthly Camping Rates

$8.00     In-City resident


$150.00 In-City residents

                $12.00   Outside-City

                $200.00 Outside-City

7) Beginning May 1, we recommend changing the rates to reflect the level of service provided at each site.  We have provided high, medium and low options for your review on page 3.  We recommend the rates listed in bold print in the middle column.
Campground Rate Options
No sewer/City residents 

$12.00

$10.00

$8.00

Sewer/City residents


$14.00

$12.00

$10.00

Monthly/City residents

$300.00
$250.00
$206.00

No sewer/Non-City resident

$17.00

$15.00

$12.00

Sewer/Non-City residents

$19.00

$17.00

$14.00

Monthly/Non-City residents

$350.00
$300.00
$256.00

Please note that adoption of new rates means that we must notify campers with upcoming reservations of the new rates and regulations that will be in effect during their stay.

- End of Memo -

He noted that the recommended rate changes are located on the last page of the memo in the second or middle column.
Mayor Festerman informed the audience that if it seemed the Council was going through these items rather quickly, the items had been discussed in length at previous meetings.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he had driven out to the lake and was seeing changes already. He was also pleased to report that there was “plenty of water” in the lake.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham made the motion, seconded by Councilman Gentry and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to accept the recommended changes and the rates outlined in the middle column.
CONSIDERATION OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 13 TO FUND THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF LAKE REIDSVILLE. 
Mayor Festerman said the Council had heard some pretty exciting plans to celebrate Lake Reidsville Recreation Park’s 25th anniversary. Parks & Recreation Director Harry Brown came forward to report on the recommendations made by an employee committee. 

Brown noted that the committee had developed a pretty comprehensive plan to celebrate Lake Reidsville’s anniversary. Several events have been scheduled. He outlined the events, which include a Kid’s Fishing Derby, an Antiques Treasure Trove, a July 4th celebration featuring fireworks and the band, “Chairman of the Board,” including plans to turn this into a two-day celebration, an “Art in the Park” event and the Stone Soul Picnic co-sponsored by QMG 97. Brown stated that the committee had attempted to devise events that would bring different types of visitors to the lake who might not normally come there.
The total budget for all of the events is $43,000, Brown said.

Councilwoman Zdanski commended the group for its work, especially in securing the “Chairman of the Board” for the July 4th celebration.

Mayor Festerman said he felt like the events could be done with a $40,000 budget. Brown said the group would make it happen.

Mayor Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve $40,000 for the 25th anniversary of Lake Reidsville Recreation Park.

The corresponding Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 13 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 13
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for the 25th Anniversary Celebration of Lake Reidsville;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 11-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $40,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 11-6130-2601, Special Events, be increased by $40,000.00.
This the 11th day of March, 2008.

                      /s/_____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

Angela G. Stadler, CMC

City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION ASKING THE ROCKINGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO GRANT AN EXTENSION OF EXTRATERRITORIAL ZONING JURISDICTION (ETJ) TO THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE. 
In making the staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce explained that General Statutes allow the City of Reidsville to ask County Commissioners for extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) area. These areas are expected to grow and become more urbanized, he indicated. The City wants to be able to provide code and inspection services in these areas.
Pearce said the three main reasons for asking for this additional authority is to (1) better protect the investments that are being made in these areas, such as the Industrial Park, Lake Reidsville and the proposed Equestrian Center; (2) protect the entrance corridors into the City; and (3) provide better services such as inspections, etc. Pearce said there is a City inspector for every 4.5 square miles while the County only has one inspector for every 132.7 square miles. If approved, the City would have planning, zoning and building code and housing code controls in places in these growth areas, he continued.
Pearce said staff is requesting that City Council approve the Resolution to be sent to County Commissioners for their approval. The next step would be to hold a public hearing, he said.

Mayor Festerman asked if this authority was granted, can the City do the enforcement in these areas with the present staff? Pearce answered in the affirmative although he noted that any time the City adopts more service area, it diminishes its capability somewhat.

City Manager Almond stressed that not everything would be undertaken, such as nuisance abatement, triennial inspections, etc. However, the City would issue building permits like what is done in current ETJ areas. Nuisance abatement would only be done in life-threatening situations, it was stated.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adopt the Resolution to put to the County Commissioners. 

The Resolution as approved follows:

A RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE CITY OF REIDSVILLE, NC

EXTRATERRITORIAL PLANNING JURISDICTION BOUNDARY


WHEREAS, the City of Reidsville, NC wishes to extend the boundaries of the City’s extraterritorial planning jurisdiction as permitted under Article 19, Chapter 160A of the North Carolina General Statues; and


WHEREAS, the boundary of the area is delineated on the map entitled “City of Reidsville, NC Proposed Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction”, which is attached and is hereby adopted by reference; and


WHEREAS, the boundary established is based upon existing or projected urban development and areas of critical concern to the City, as evidenced by officially adopted plans for its development; and 


WHEREAS, David W. Owens, Professor of Public Law and Government at the School of Government, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill wrote in the report The North Carolina Experience with Municipal Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction that over the course of the last century North Carolina has seen substantial growth in population and a transition from a primarily rural agricultural state to a predominately urbanized one.   A large part of our State’s growth has occurred in the urban fringes around both large and small cities.  According to Professor Owens this type of growth in the fringe areas has a number of impacts including:

· Increased demand for roads, water, sewer, utilities, schools and various other services necessary to support development

· Fiscal implications for cities, counties and landowners

· Environmental impacts ranging from the effects of stormwater runoff on water quality to changes in air quality due to increased automobile use

· Implications for farmland preservation

· Dramatic changes in the social and cultural character of affected areas


WHEREAS, the potential for the dramatic impact from this type of development raises the question of which governmental body should be responsible for planning and growth in these fragile areas.  The transition from a more rural county style development to a more urbanized development can create situations where a city has no authority to regulate development in an urbanizing area until after the development has occurred.  Likewise, a more rural county style perspective on such development may not provide the protections needed for the environment and potential future costs.


WHEREAS, the City’s Comprehensive Plan delineates the Barnes Street and NC 87 area and the US 29 Business area as activity centers for commercial and industrial growth, which is a benefit not only to the surrounding area but to the City as a whole, and 


WHEREAS, the area of ETJ expansion is vital to the City due to the City’s investment in the Reidsville Industrial Park and proposed equestrian center.  With the growth potential in these areas the need for City services is expected to increase.  


WHEREAS, it is of great importance to include the area between the current City Limits and ETJ boundary and Lake Reidsville to ultimately discourage activities and situations that could degrade the quality of water entering the City reservoir; and 


WHEREAS, as these areas change in nature and as development pressure increases, the need for more urban regulations increases.  Barnes Street, NC 87, Freeway Drive, US 29 Business and McCoy Road are entrance corridors into Reidsville and the protection of them is vital to both the City’s and County’s fiscal health and livability; and


WHEREAS, the City Council deems the expansion of the ETJ will be a benefit to the landowners in these areas in that the properties will experience the convenience and efficiency of the services of the City of Reidsville.   Rockingham County has one inspector for every 132.7 square miles whereas the City of Reidsville has one inspector for every 4.5 square miles.   Additionally, Rockingham County has one inspector for every 15,133 persons within the County, whereas the City of Reidsville has one inspector for every 3,621 persons within its jurisdiction.



WHEREAS, the City Council deems it to be in the public interest and benefit to the public health, safety, and general welfare to adopt such an Ordinance; and


NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Reidsville, NC respectfully requests that the Rockingham County Commissioner’s grant permission for the City of Reidsville Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction be extended as delineated on the attached map entitled “City of Reidsville, NC Proposed Extraterritorial Planning Jurisdiction” dated January 28, 2008 and request zoning, subdivision, building code and housing code controls pursuant to general law and the ordinances of the City of Reidsville, NC.

This the ______ day of _________________, 2008.



/s/_____________________________________________________



      JAMES K. FESTERMAN, MAYOR, REIDSVILLE, N.C.

/s/_________________________

   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
CONSIDERATION OF A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE REIDSVILLE DOWNTOWN CORPORATION TO LEASE THE “OLD SERVICE STATION” TO DAV GERRELLS.
City Manager Almond noted that the City is considering leasing the old service station located across from the monument at the corner of Morehead and Scales Streets to Dav Gerrells. He noted that this item had been discussed at length during the last work session.
The Downtown Corporation and its Restructuring Committee is recommending the lease be awarded to Dav Gerrells of Café 99, he said. Dav is anxious and eager to start operating an ice cream shop with hot dogs and old fashioned candies in the station beginning in the spring, the City Manager added.

City Manager Almond noted that the City had saved a real landmark in Reidsville by renovating this old service station. However, he stated that the building is very small, and it would be hard for many businesses to make a living out of it unless it was an auxiliary use. It fits very well as an auxiliary use for Café 99, he said.

The Downtown Corporation is recommending the rent be $100 per month. Dav Gerrells will take care of utilities and garbage collection costs, he added.

Councilman Turner said they had discussed previously having crosswalks there. He said he would like to revisit this issue for the safety of pedestrians. He said the crosswalks would help to slow down the cars at the intersection.

Councilman Turner said he would like to make a motion to accept Dav Gerrells' proposal and to use stamped asphalt or brick for crosswalks at the monument.

Councilman Rucker said he would like to get a price for the crosswalks. He was informed the cost would be about $25,000. Mayor Festerman noted that to get that price, the City would need to do all three proposed crosswalks (at Morehead/Scales, Gilmer/Scales and Settle/Scales). City Manager Almond agreed that there would be some “economy of scale” by doing all three crosswalks at the same time.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he was not sure these crosswalks will deter traffic. He said that previous discussions had also mentioned some type of yield sign.

The motion was seconded by Councilman Gentry.

Councilman Turner amended his motion to award the lease to Dav Gerrells and to include the crosswalks at the monument, Gilmer and Scales Streets and Settle and Scales Street at a total cost of $58,000 from the Undesignated Fund Balance. Councilman Gentry agreed to second the amended motion.

The motion was approved in a 4-3 vote with Councilman Rucker, Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and Councilman Henderson voting against. (A COPY OF THE APPROVED LEASE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
The corresponding Budget Ordinance Amendment No 18 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 18
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for crosswalk additions at Scales St. and Morehead St.(monument), Market St. and Settle St. and at Gilmer St. and Scales St.;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $58,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4510-2417, Maintenance and Repairs - Intersections, be increased by $58,000.00.
This the 11th day of March, 2008.

                      /s/_____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC

    City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST FROM THE REIDSVILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR ASSISTANCE WITH THE COST OF OPERATING THE VISITORS CENTER AND BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 14. 
City Manager Almond stated that the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce has been operating the City’s Visitors Center and mailing out welcome packets, fielding calls, etc. He said it is hoped that this type of business will continue to grow. The City has tried to help the Chamber with office space by letting the Chamber use the Governor Reid House. However, the Chamber would like to move to a location that is more attractive and easily accessible.
The City does recognize that it receives a valuable service from the Chamber, City Manager Almond said, in operating the Visitors Center and providing tours of the Governor Reid House. If the Chamber weren’t doing it, a staff member would have to do it, he noted.

The Chamber is requesting $10,000 annually for this service and this is outlined in Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 14 if Council chooses to approve it, City Manager Almond said. The City Manager said he was asking Council to approve the Budget Ordinance Amendment and to give him the authority to work out a payment schedule with Chamber President Beth Simmons.
Beth Simmons came before Council. She talked of the good working relationship between the City and the Chamber. She talked of the “wear and tear” on the Governor Reid House because it is occupied by the Chamber. She said she would take on the challenge of getting the Governor Reid House grant monies to turn it into a possible heritage museum.
It was noted that the Chamber does represent the City. Traffic has increased dramatically over the last couple of years, Simmons said. She said the Chamber wanted to be more visible and easier to get to but not totally abandon its relationship with the Governor Reid House.

Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve the Budget Ordinance Amendment and have the City Manager work out the contract with the Chamber.

A copy of Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 14 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 14
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for assistance to the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $10,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4930-6990, Chamber of Commerce, be increased by $10,000.00.
This the 11th day of March, 2008.
                     /s/   _____________________                                        

                              James K. Festerman    

                                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

           City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS TO EAST MOREHEAD STREET AND BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 15.
City Manager Almond reported that Council members had discussed the need for a four-way stop and flashing caution light at the intersection of East Morehead Street and Branch Street. He said it would cost about $7,000 to do this. To install guardrails on both sides of the road would add an additional $22,300 to the cost estimate.
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham pointed out that there have been multiple deaths in that area or people had been seriously injured there. He said he thought traffic will be slowed down.
Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 15.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 15 as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 15
     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for improvements on East Morehead Street;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3991-0000, General Appropriated Fund Balance, be increased by $30,000.00.
Section 2. That expense account number 10-4510-2110, Maintenance and Repairs – Streets, be increased by $30,000.00.
This the 11th day of March, 2008.

                     /s/ _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

   Angela G. Stadler, CMC

         City Clerk

CONSIDERATION OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
City Manager Almond distributed the ballots for the Board and Commission appointments.

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
City Manager Almond said he had no City Manager’s Report.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS.
REIDSVILLE HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

City Clerk Angela G. Stadler reported the following unanimous re-appointments to the Reidsville Human Relations Commission: Wanda J. Harley of 320 Church Street and Pat Morgan of 1607 Courtland Avenue. Both were re-appointed for three-year terms. (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mayor Festerman asked if there was anyone who wished to speak during the Public Comments portion of the meeting?
Mr. Daniel Pittman of 810 Lawndale Drive came forward. He asked Council who decides whether the Law is God?

Mr. William Totten of 105 Shirley Trail said he had written an article that had appeared in the Reidsville Review. He had attempted to get another article published, he said, and questioned why he hadn’t been able to.
Mr. Charles Fagg of 1326 Woodland Drive appeared before Council. He questioned why the City was using a company out of Winston-Salem to do the crosswalks mentioned earlier in the meeting rather than using a City or Rockingham County company. He talked of the need to shop Reidsville first. He said there was probably some local company capable of doing the work so why was the City going out of the County.
Ms. Virginia Thorpe of 707 Lawndale Drive asked Council how they could justify the City Manager’s salary and his $850 per month car allowance. She stated that the Council members are responsible for putting him in his position. She called the City Manager a “detriment” to the town.
Ms. Clara Gunn of 1108 Lindsey Street invited Council members to attend the grand opening of the Reidsville Outreach Center’s new location at 435 Southwest Market Street on Sunday, March 30, from 2-4 p.m. She noted the kind of assistance the Center provides to the community.
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilwoman Zdanski – The Councilwoman said she had attended both the Historic Preservation Commission and the Appearance Commission meetings. She invited those in attendance to attend a litter and recycling forum sponsored by the Reidsville Appearance Commission to be held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 13, at City Hall.
Councilman Rucker – No report.
Mayor Festerman – No report.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The Mayor Pro Tem noted that the Planning Board did not 
Meet last month.

The Mayor Pro Tem expressed concerns that the Lake Reidsville birthday celebration budget was cut by $3,000. He wanted to make sure Brown was taken care of and had enough money for the events, he said.
Councilman Gentry – No report.

Councilman Turner – The Councilman encouraged those attending to visit downtown Reidsville the first Friday and Saturday of each month. He talked of The Gallery exhibitions, the cruise-ins starting up April 11 and other downtown events.
Councilman Henderson – The Councilman reported that the Chamber coffee at the Back Street Buzz drew about 75 people. The News & Record will host a Chamber coffee April 23rd at the Pennrose Country Club.

He welcomed the two re-appointed members of the Human Relations Commission and noted the current openings on the board.

WORK SESSION SCHEDULED.

Mayor Festerman noted that a Council work session has been scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on Monday, March 17, in the first-floor conference room.

CITY MANAGER RESPONDS TO TWO CITIZENS.

City Manager Almond said he felt he needed to respond to two citizens who had spoken during the Public Comments portion of the meeting.

To Mr. Fagg, the City Manager said there is no one in the City or Rockingham County that does that kind of crosswalk work. He said there are only two companies in the State of North Carolina that do it. He said he would love for a company here to do it, but it is very specialized work.
To Ms. Thorpe, the City Manager said he doesn’t know why she has such hard feelings toward him. He said as far as he knew he had never met her. He then asked her if he had seen her in a movie? She responded, “I don’t think so.”

CLOSED SESSION.

It was noted that there was no longer a need for the closed session at the end of the meeting.

Councilman Gentry then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:20 p.m.






______________________________________





  James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

Angela G. Stadler, CMC, City Clerk
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