MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2004 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Pro-Tem John Gentry

Councilman James K. Festerman

Councilman John Henderson Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman W. Clark Turner

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                      
Mayor John M. "Jay" Donecker






CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk
                                                                                    William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney
            





Michael J. Pearce, Community 

Development Director


Donna Setliff, Assistant Community Development Director

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. The Mayor Pro Tem asked Mr. Shannon Newsome, Pastor of Reidsville Christian Church, to provide the invocation. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

The audience then rose to give the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of  America.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

The Mayor Pro Tem asked if any Council member wanted to pull any Consent Agenda items? No items were pulled.

Councilman Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 23, 2004 RETREAT MINUTES, THE FEBRUARY 11, 2004 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES AND THE FEBRUARY 23, 2004 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES. 
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the January 23, February 11 and February 23 minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF THE FIRE CHIEF'S RECOMMENDATION TO AWARD EMERGENCY APPARATUS, INC. OF PITTSBORO FOR THE PURCHASE OF AN EMERGENCY SUPPORT VEHICLE IN THE AMOUNT OF $185,000.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved awarding to Emergency Apparatus Inc. of Pittsboro, NC, the lone bidder, the award to build an Emergency Support Vehicle for a cost of $185,000. As outlined in Fire Chief David Bracken's memo to City Manager Almond, his department had received a 90/10 FEMA grant for $185,000, making the City's share $18,500. The City's share will come from the Fire Department's Capital Equipment Account. 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 10, WHICH APPROPRIATES CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, FUNDS RAISED BY THE POLICE EXPLORER POST, FEMA GRANT FUNDS RECEIVED BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE DOWNTOWN CORPORATION FOR BANNERS AND FUNDS COLLECTED FOR THE DOWNTOWN FESTIVAL AND STATE EXCISE FUNDS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR TAZER GUNS. 

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the following Budget Ordinance Amendment:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 10

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 11, 2003 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2003-2004; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate contributions received by the Police Department; to appropriate funds raised by the Police Explorer Post; to appropriate FEMA grant funds received by the Fire Department; to appropriate contributions received by the Downtown Corporation for banners; and to appropriate funds collected for the Downtown festival; to appropriate State Excise funds to the Police Department for tazer guns:

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 11, 2003 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account no. 10-3431-7000, Contributions Police Department, be increased by $190; that revenue account no. 10-3411-0000, Police Explorer Post Revenue, be increased by $3,900; that revenue account no. 10-3434-7100, FEMA Grant Fire Department, be increased by $166,500; that revenue account number 15-3493-7000, Contributions Downtown Corporation, be increased by $3,050; that revenue account no. 15-3493-1000, Downtown Festival Income, be increased by $5,300; that revenue account no. 10-3991-0000, Fund Balance (State Excise Tax), be increased by $15,000:   

Section 2. That expense account no. 10-4312-2700, K-9 Equipment / Supplies, be increased by $190; that expense account no. 10-4314-2350, Police Explorer Post, be increased by $3,900; that expense account no. 10-4340-5500, Fire Department Equipment, be increased by $166,500; that expense account no. 15-4930-4990, Miscellaneous Promotion, be increased by $3,050; that expense account no. 15-4930-3703, Festival, be increased by $5,300; that expense account no. 10-4310-5500, Capital Equipment, be increased by $15,000:

This the 10th day of March, 2004.

                      /s/ _____________________                                        

                            John  M. ‘Jay’ Donecker    

                                       Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________                                   
Angela Stadler, City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL OF AN APPROPRIATION OF $40,134 FROM THE CITY'S GENERAL FUND TO AID AND ENCOURAGE THE EXPANSION OF AFG INSULATING INC. 
Ms. Heather Leavitt of the Rockingham County Partnership for Economic & Tourism Development offered the report on this agenda item. Leavitt explained that AFG Insulating is looking to do an expansion. Currently the company has 21 employees and plans to add 10 more, she said, including a $2.27 million investment in machinery. 

If approved by Council, the performance agreement would provide AFG Insulating with three years of post-performance revenues of $13,378 annually or a total of $30,134 over the three-year period, she explained.

The Mayor Pro Tem opened the public hearing at 3:03 p.m. asking if there was anyone to speak in favor of the appropriation? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone opposed?

Mr. Richard Moore, a businessman at 217 Turner Drive, came to the podium to speak. He said he had tried to get background information on AFG Insulating, which is a privately held company, and it had been very difficult. He said the company executive refused to answer any of his questions about ownership, sales, number of employees, etc. Mr. Moore said he had been able to find out that AFG has about six plants in the United States, including the Reidsville location. He said the only information he had came from a business newspaper, but it pegged the sales of the company between $1-5 billion a year, with employment between 5,000-7,500 workers. He noted that this is just a "ballpark" figure on the size of the company, but the information came from reliable sources.

Moore said that, for the benefit of those who might not know, the City and County were being asked for a total payment of $78,000. While not a large sum compared to the other incentives that have been handed out, he noted that the number of employees being hired is very small - 10. Therefore, the amount of money being given to this company for this number of jobs is, Mr. Moore said, the highest he thinks he has ever seen. He said he didn't keep a record of every incentive handed out to every company, but he does try to keep up with it. He said he didn't remember a company ever receiving a rate so high as $7,800 per employee, which he said was being done. 

Moore then talked about the history of economic incentives to the best of his memory. He said these incentives were first used in the late 1980s-1990s to help young, budding companies with great promise to get started. These incentives were for companies that had a great plan or a promising product that were struggling to get going and needed a public boost and help. Somehow they mutated into a program that, regardless of the company's size, even if it's the size of IBM, General Electric, or as small as Stadlers' convenience store, company officials can now expect to come forward and ask for a handout, Mr. Moore said. He said he didn't know of any that had been refused by any board. Mr. Moore said this is "the stage that we've progressed to over the past 12 years," he said.

Mr. Moore said he felt the next stage is well illustrated in an article in the Greensboro News & Record from March 6th. (MOORE DISTRIBUTED COPIES OF THE ARTICLE TO COUNCIL MEMBERS. A COPY OF THE ARTICLE IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

Mr. Moore explained that the article talked about economic incentives or what many people refer to as "corporate welfare." He said that it was "reaching a point of absolute absurdity." Mr. Moore said the article, "Retaining Burlington," illustrates well the absurdity of what this sort of stuff is about to lead to. Billion-dollar financier Wilbur Ross is making a bid to buy Burlington Industries. Mr. Ross has indicated to the City of Greensboro from Guilford County that if they don't give him $100,000, he will move the corporate headquarters out of Greensboro. Although he didn't know how many employees this involved, if it is an administrative-type of work, there's not a lot of assets involved although it could be a few hundred employees, Mr. Moore said. 

Mr. Moore said the point is that what we've come to is that we're not even expecting companies to make a taxable investment or to hire people. Now billionaire Wilbur Ross wants $100,000 or he'll move his company headquarters to Winston-Salem or somewhere else, he said. It's gone from a "helping hand sort of thing" for small, promising companies to corporate welfare to what amounts to extortion, but there doesn't seem to be any "shame" associated with this, whatsoever, Mr. Moore said. He said he thought we could expect to be hit with the same sort of thing here by a company who would say give us money or we will move our offices out of the county. Mr. Moore encouraged Council members to read the article. He said he would put AFG into this same lump since he couldn't find out anything about the company.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry closed the public hearing at 3:10 p.m.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker, to approve the appropriation. The motion was passed in a 6-0 vote. (A COPY OF THE PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY DONALD AND TONDA MANUEL TO REZONE A 1.97-ACRE PARCEL ON N.C. 14 FROM RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL-20 (RA-20) TO HIGHWAY BUSINESS (HB) (Z2004-3). 

Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff provided the staff report. She noted that Donald and Tonda Manuel are requesting that an approximate 2-acre tract of land on Highway 14 be rezoned from Residential Agricultural-20 (RA-20) to Highway Business (HB). The property is located about 100 feet west of the Highway 14 and Madison Street intersection. The property to the south and the property behind it is zoned Residential-12 and is residentially developed. The areas to the north are zoned RA-20 and Highway Business. The HB zoning is not developed in that area, but the RA-20 zoning is developed both residentially and some nonconforming grandfathered type commercial uses. To the northwest is the Lowes Home Improvement site and one outparcel, which is not currently developed. The east side is basically a 100-foot lot bordered by the railroad tracks. 

Setliff noted that since 1997, there has been a lot of commercial growth in this area. NC 14 has been enlarged from two lanes to five lanes. She said staff doesn't believe this property would be used as a residential property. The parcel is accessed by Highway 14.

The Planning Board unanimously approved the rezoning request. Setliff added that when the property is developed, a buffer would be required between this property and the property in the rear, which is residentially developed.

City Manager Almond stated that the maps in the Council members' agenda packets show the property lines. The entire parcel is shown in yellow, he explained. At the side, there is a 100-foot site, which has separate ownership. Setliff noted that staff wasn't directed at the Planning Board stage to look into rezoning that 100-foot piece of land. However, she said the item could be placed on the Planning Board's April agenda.

City Manager Almond asked Council whether they would like this looked into? Setliff said Council might also want to direct staff to look at rezoning the parcel on the other side of the current parcel and straightening all of that up. Council members indicated that staff should look at straightening up the entire area there.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry opened the public hearing at 3:15 p.m. by asking if there was anyone in favor of the rezoning request?

Ms. Tonda Manuel of 2828 Narrow Gauge Road, Reidsville, was on hand. She said that they wanted to make the land a commercial property. She discussed the possibility of putting a small used car lot or mini-storages on the property. She said it would be several years before it was ever developed.

The Mayor Pro Tem asked if there was anyone opposed to the request? No one came forward.

The public hearing was closed at 3:16 p.m.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to accept the Planning Board's recommendation and staff approval and approve the rezoning request.

CONSIDERATION OF A STREET CLOSING ORDER ORDERING THE CLOSING OF A PORTION OF THE CITY HEIGHTS LOOP RIGHT-OF-WAY OFF NORTH SCALES STREET. 

In making the staff report, Assistant Community Development Director Donna Setliff noted that staff had received a request from the property owners to close a portion of the City Heights Loop Road. She referred them to the map and the area highlighted in yellow. She explained that this was being done in connection with the Wal-Mart construction. This roadway is in the City's extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ); therefore, the street is maintained by the State, Setliff said. She said staff had been working with the State on this particular petition.

There were a few issues staff was concerned about, Setliff explained. First, the City's subdivision regulations don't allow for a dead-end street, she said. Therefore, staff requested that they provide a right-of-way for a turnaround, which they have agreed to do, she said.

Setliff said staff is recommending that City Council approve the petition but hold the Street Closing Order until the subdivision plat with the right of way on it is recorded in the Register of Deeds office. Planning Board also gave it a unanimous recommendation to be approved, she added.

Councilman Festerman asked if this would be like a cul-de-sac? Setliff explained that it would be a "T-turnaround," but not a circle turnaround. She said the turnaround would be shaped basically like a "T" where someone would have to turn in, back up and come back out. Setliff explained that there are two other properties that actually face this road (a small lot and a larger, undeveloped parcel). Therefore, staff wanted to have some type of turnaround for anyone going to those parcels, she said. In response to Councilman Festerman's question, Setliff said it would accommodate emergency vehicles. Similar turnarounds have been approved in other cases on the staff level, she added.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry opened the public hearing at 3:20 p.m. by asking if there was anyone who wished to speak in favor of the street closing?

Mr. John Dorman of Kimly-Horn & Associates in Charlotte, which was representing the applicant on this closing, said he had been working with City staff and NCDOT. He said he was available for any questions. Council had no questions for Mr. Dorman.

The Mayor Pro Tem asked if there was anyone who was opposed to the street closing?

Mr. Hunter Page of 1130 Guerrant Springs Road, Ruffin, informed Council that he owned property that was adjoining at the end of the cul-de-sac. He said there was a small parcel at the end, and he owned the adjoining 17 acres. He said that he believed by closing this road, it will decrease the value of his property because he won't have a thoroughfare to get to his property, part of which is on NC 14 and the other on City Heights Loop. He also questioned whether City Heights would continue to be a State-owned and State-maintained road or will Wal-Mart keep it up? 

Mr. Page said the first thing he heard about this was what he read in the Reidsville Review. He said he wasn't contacted. When he talked with Donna (Setliff), he was informed that staff was not required to notify him because his land didn't adjoin the part that was being closed. Mr. Page said that, to his way of thinking, the closing does affect him. He said there was no one to answer his questions.

Councilman Festerman said staff might could answer his questions now. Setliff said that City Heights would still be a State-maintained road. The road would still be called City Heights Loop. Mr. Page said he thought it would devalue his property and that was why he was opposed to it.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry asked if there was anyone else opposed to the closing? No one came forward. The public hearing was closed at 3:23 p.m.

Councilman Turner made the motion, seconded by Councilman Festerman, to close the portion of City Heights Loop.

Councilman Festerman asked if a citizen had any recourse if it was felt such an action would devalue their property? Setliff said Mr. Page needed to talk to the Rockingham County Tax Department. She said that she had the opportunity to talk with someone at the Rockingham County Tax Department regarding the value of the properties there after she had talked with Mr. Page. One of the appraisers said he did not think this action would devalue Mr. Page's property in any way.

The motion was then passed in a 5-1 vote with Councilman Henderson in opposition.

The Street Closing Order as approved follows:

STREET CLOSING ORDER

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSING

OF A PORTION OF CITY HEIGHTS LOOP RIGHT-OF-WAY


WHEREAS, on the 11th day of February, 2004, the City Council of the City of Reidsville directed the City Clerk to publish the Resolution of Intent of the City Council to consider the closing of a portion of City Heights Loop right-of-way, off of North Scales Street, which is approximately 1,076 feet long and 50 feet wide, in the Reidsville Review once each week for four successive weeks, such resolution advising the public that a meeting would be conducted in the City Hall Council Chambers on March 10, 2004; and


WHEREAS, the Reidsville City Council on the 11th day of February, 2004, ordered the City Clerk to notify all persons owning property abutting the portion of City Heights Loop right-of-way, off of North Scales Street, which is approximately 1,076 feet long and 50 feet wide, as shown on the county tax records, by registered or certified mail, enclosing with such notification a copy of the Resolution of Intent; and


WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that she sent a letter to each of the abutting property owners advising them of the day, time and place of the meeting of the closing of a portion of City Heights Loop right-of-way, off of North Scales Street, which is approximately 1,076 feet long and 50 feet wide, enclosing a copy of the Resolution of Intent, and advising the abutting property owners that the question as to closing would be acted upon, said letters having been sent by registered or certified mail; and


WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that adequate notices were posted on the applicable street as required by G.S. 160A-299; and


WHEREAS, after full and complete consideration of the matter and after having granted full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to appear and register any objections that they might have with respect to the closing of said area in the public hearing held on March 10, 2004, and;


WHEREAS, it now appears to the satisfaction of the City Council that the closing of said area is not contrary to the public interest, and that no individual owning property, either abutting the street or in the vicinity of the street, will as a result of the closing by thereby deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and egress to his property;


NOW, THERFORE, the portion of City Heights Loop right-of-way, off of North Scales Street, which is approximately 1,076 feet long and 50 feet wide and further described below is hereby ordered closed, and all right, title and interest that may be vested in the public to said area for street purposes is hereby released and quitclaimed to the abutting property owners in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 160A-299. Said area is further described as:

Beginning at an Existing Iron Pipe, the intersection of the eastern Right of Way of North Scales Street and the Eastern Right of Way of the northern end of City Heights Loop; thence with the eastern Right of Way of City Heights Loop the following four (4) Bearings and Distances:

1) along a curve to the right having a radius of 238.66 feet, a chord direction of

South 39º12'50" East and a chord length of 115.18 feet to a Point

2) along a curve to the right having a radius of 1768.18 feet, a chord direction of


      South 17º55'42" East and a chord length of 450.70 feet to a Point

3) South 10º36'22" East a distance of 441.41 feet to a Point

4) along a curve to the right having a radius of 770.54 feet, a chord direction of

South 06º23'18" East and a chord length of 113.34 feet to an Existing Iron Pipe thence crossing City Heights Loop South 87º10'21" West a distance of 50.00 feet
to an Iron Pipe Set in the western Right of Way of City Heights Loop; thence with the eastern Right of Way of City Heights Loop the following four (4) Bearings and Distances:

1) along a curve to the left having a radius of 720.54 feet, a chord direction of 


      North 06º21'56" West and a chord length of 106.56 feet to a Point

2) North 10º36'22" West a distance of 441.41 feet to a Point

3) along a curve to the left having a radius of 1718.18 feet, a chord direction of

North 17º55'42" West and a chord length of 437.96 feet to a Point

4) along a curve to the left having a radius of 188.66 feet, a chord direction of

North 32º13'36" West and a chord length of 45.83 feet to an Iron Pipe Set, the   intersection of the northern end of the western Right of Way of City Heights Loop and the eastern Right of Way of Scales Street; thence with the eastern Right of Way of Scales Street, crossing City Heights Loop North 02º31'01" West a distance of 71.87 feet to an Existing Iron Pipe, the Point of Beginning, containing 1.239 acres more or less.

The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Rockingham County a certified copy of this resolution and order.


            Upon motion duly made by ______________________________ and duly seconded by __________________________________, the above resolution was duly adopted by the Reidsville City Council at a meeting held on the 10th day of March, 2004, in the City Hall Council Chambers:

Upon call for a vote the following Council members voted in the affirmative:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________and the following Council members voted in the negative: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This the 10th day of March, 2004, at ________o'clock.

/s/_________________________________

John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD

Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_________________________________

Angela G. Stadler

     City Clerk

Councilman Festerman questioned about whether the property is posted in such cases. Setliff explained that there are two signs posted on the property, one at each end of the right of way. She said that the property is posted at the City Council stage but not at the Planning Board stage. Staff could look into posting it at Planning Board stage although they are not required to by law, she added. The Councilman asked that staff talk about posting the property at the Planning Board stage in order to inform people.

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY KENNETH MULLINS AND GARCIA JOHNSON OF THE REIDSVILLE JAYCEES FOR FUNDING FOR THE JULY 4TH CELEBRATION AT LAKE REIDSVILLE. 

Kenneth Mullins, chairperson of the July 4th celebration, introduced himself as well as Jaycees Chapter President Garcia Johnson. He first thanked the Council and the City itself for continued support of the annual Fourth of July celebration. He noted that it has been a tremendous successful event. 

Mr. Mullins said the plans were to have a "bigger and better" carnival this year as part of the three-day event, beginning Friday, July 2nd, and continuing through Sunday, July 4th. The fireworks will be on Saturday, July 3rd. The event will be held at the City's Lake Reidsville, highlighting this unique recreational resource in the community, he said. The rain date will be Sunday, July 4th for the fireworks. 

Mr. Mullins said they were humbly asking Council for its continued support. Without the City's continued support, this event might not be possible. He thanked them again and asked if there were any questions? No questions were offered.

City Manager Almond pointed out that monies are in the budget for this annual request.

Garcia Johnson thanked the Council for all that they do for them. Councilman Festerman noted that citizens have come to enjoy and expect the event.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry asked if this would be the same appropriation? City Manager Almond replied in the affirmative, noting the appropriation was $5,000.

Councilman Henderson made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved in a 6-0 vote, to approve the funding of $5,000 for the July 4th celebration.

CONSIDERATION OF A RESIDENTIAL CONDEMNATION AT 505 BARNES STREET. 

Community Development Director Michael Pearce explained that staff is requesting permission to demolish 505 Barnes Street. A title search showed the owner to be Frances Stanley Holder of 509 Barnes Street along with lienholders, Beneficial Mortgage Co. of NC and Citifinancial Services Inc. The property owner did attend the Hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer on November 24, 2003, but offered no evidence. The owner and lienholders were given notice by certified mail of an Order by the Codes Inspector to repair or remove the dwelling within 90 days on December 1, 2003, Pearce said. The 90 days expired on February 26, 2004, he added.

Staff is requesting permission to demolish because nothing has been done to the property, Pearce said. Taxes have been paid on the parcel. The reason demolition is being requested is because the estimated cost of repairs ($18,550) exceeds 50% of the value of the building ($24,088), Pearce said.

The Community Development Director referred Council to the pictures included in their agenda packets. He noted that staff had received several complaints about this house.

The Mayor Pro Tem asked if anyone else wished to speak on this matter? No one came forward.

Councilman Rucker made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the demolition of 505 Barnes Street.

A copy of the demolition order follows:

O R D I N A N C E

To Demolish and Remove Structure at 505 Barnes Street

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

WHEREAS, on the 24th day of November, 2003 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 505 Barnes Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No 8904-07-69-9108-00.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owner by certified mail on November 13, 2003.  Said owner being Frances Stanley Holder.

  WHEREAS, said owner did appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered to said property owner by Certified Mail on December 1, 2003.  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before February 26, 2003, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 505 Barnes Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.

This is the 10th day of March, 2004.

/s/_____________________________________

    John “Jay” M. Donecker, Mayor, 

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________________________

     Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.

Merchant voices concerns about temporary skateboarding facility.

Mr. Roger Hayes of Hayes Carpet Service, 211 South Scales Street, Reidsville, got up to speak. He said his main concern was the skateboarding in the Farmers Market parking lot. He was concerned about the safety of the children as well as those parking in the area. Mr. Hayes said that merchants were asked to park in that parking lot to allow street parking for customers. The skateboarding area would take away approximately 20 parking spaces, he said. The Farmers Market will be using the parking lot, he added, although he noted that the skateboarding probably would be later in the day. However, the parking lot is going to be used more and more as more and more people come downtown, he said.

Mr. Hayes described the area as congested and "not a good place for kids." He hinted that due to some of the activity that went on down in that area at night, it definitely was not a good place for kids. He said he knew that it had already been done, but that they were requesting that the skateboarding facility be "very temporary." He said the skateboarders do need a place to go, and he was glad skateboarding wasn't banned from the City's parks. He said he and the other shop owners just wanted to make Council aware of their concerns.

Mr. Hayes noted that he and the other merchants were offering a petition. (A COPY OF THE PETITION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mr. Hayes reiterated that it was a big concern for the merchants, both for the children and for the skateboarding park. He said the area itself was not big enough for skateboarding anyway. 

Councilman Festerman questioned whether 20 parking spaces were actually being used. He said he had understood it would only take three spaces. He asked for clarification on this.

Mr. Hayes said he estimated 20-some-odd spaces were being taken away. Councilman Festerman again said he thought it was three spaces. City Manager Almond asked Mr. Hayes if the area had been marked out as 20 spaces? Mr. Hayes said he didn't measure the area, but it was approximately 75 feet by 100 feet. The City Manager asked if in that area, the spaces are actually marked on the pavement? Mr. Hayes said they were and added that part of the turnaround was taken out. He said that would take out more parking spaces because people wouldn't be able to use the turnaround. City Manager Almond said he had not counted the spaces.

Mr. Hayes reiterated his major concerns: the safety of children, the congestion of the area and that it is not a "prime area" for children. "I don't like going out there too late at night," he said.

Councilman Turner asked Mr. Hayes how many cars he would estimate parked in that parking lot on the average? Mr. Hayes said, off and on, during the day, it varies. He said at any given time, probably 10-15 cars park there. He said that number may be larger after the weather gets better, and more people get on the streets and start coming to the shops. He noted that there would be a larger influx of traffic during the summer months. He said he wouldn't want to walk in that parking lot the way some of the people drive through it. He said it concerns all of the merchants, and they wanted to let Council know what their concerns were.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry asked if anyone else wished to speak? No one came forward. The Mayor Pro Tem said Council would take the matter under advisement.

Ms. Cardenia Gilliam talks about situation at 208 Forsyth Street.

Ms. Cardenia Gilliam said that the City had wanted her to tear down the house at 208 Forsyth Street. She said she was doing it by hand. She said she didn't get it cleared off by the proper time due to bad weather. The City came in and cleared the rest off and told her she would be charged for that.

Councilman Rucker, who said he had been contacted by Ms. Gilliam about three days ago, asked Ms. Gilliam if she had talked with City staff? She said that she had spoken with (Codes Inspector) Wilson Bowen. The Councilman asked if Mr. Bowen had not said he would get together with (Codes Inspector) Tim Warner about the situation.

City Manager Almond said he was not sure what Ms. Gilliam was asking. Councilman Rucker said he thought she was asking that the City waive the cost of cleaning up the lot. She noted that she had hauled off some of the debris, but she had to work on it when not working on her regular job.

City Manager Almond asked if she had received a bill from the City? Ms. Gilliam said she had not yet. The City Manager told her that once she received the bill for her to come talk to him about it.

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT. 

The City Manager said he had no report other than his written report. He asked that Council have a short closed session following today's meeting to discuss a personnel issue and a property acquisition.

COUNCIL MEMBERS' REPORTS.

Councilman Turner - The Councilman noted the addition of the new downtown banners, stressing that the downtown area is the City's "front porch." He encouraged residents to come and visit the downtown area. He also stated that last week during the showing of "The Passion," it was good to see the cars lining Gilmer and Scales streets.

Councilman Henderson - The Councilman said the Human Relations Commission didn't meet in January due to the weather. Therefore, at the February meeting, they reported on the Martin Luther King Day breakfast, but all of the funds have not been tabulated as of yet.

For the Chamber, the Councilman said he attended the board meeting on February 28, the annual dinner on February 17, the March 2nd ribbon cutting at the new Edward D. Jones office in Midtown Square and the March 4th coffee at the Golden Corral. The Chamber is progressing very well at this point, he said, getting 11 new members in January and another 2-3 being added in February. He noted that the Chamber has extended an invitation to the City Council to become a member as well.

Councilman Festerman - The Councilman said it was always good to hear such a good report from the Chamber of Commerce. The Councilman said that for a long time, he had been after the City to get the NC Department of Corrections to come in and help with roadside cleanup. He said he was delighted to see that they had been doing such a tremendous job out on Freeway Drive. He noted that the inmates had picked up an incredible amount of trash from the side of the roadway. The Councilman said he understood the inmates could only work on State-maintained roadways, adding that there were other areas of the City that needed the help. City Manager Almond said Representative Nelson Cole was instrumental in helping the City get that contract secured.

Councilman Rucker - The Councilman said he had no report, but he told Mayor Pro Tem Gentry that he would fill in for him next Wednesday.

Councilwoman Zdanski - The Councilwoman, noting the family health concerns that had kept her from attending the last Historic Preservation Commission meeting, thanked the Council for its patience with her situation.

The Councilwoman stated that Mayor Pro Tem Gentry was honored by his fellow Lions on Monday evening. The Mayor Pro Tem, who always takes a van of the blind to the beach every October to go fishing, was honored by his fellow Lions, who made a donation to Camp Dogwood in Gentry's name. This information was greeted with a round of applause for the Mayor Pro Tem.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry - The Mayor Pro Tem explained the Mayor's absence, noting the Mayor Donecker was celebrating his 25th wedding anniversary this week. He congratulated the Mayor and his wife, Anne, for their 25 years of married life together.

The Mayor Pro Tem also thanked the Reidsville Review for sponsoring a local performance of the Fifth Air Force Band recently. The band did a beautiful job, he said.

MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION.

Councilman Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to go into closed session for a personnel matter and property acquisition.

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.

Upon returning to open session, Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 4:20 p.m.







____________________________________







      Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

ATTEST:

________________________________

John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD

Mayor
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