MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2003 AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor Pro-Tem John Gentry


Councilman James K. Festerman

Councilman John Henderson Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman W. Clark Turner

Councilwoman Joan Zdanski
                                                                         

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:                         Mayor John M. "Jay" Donecker

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                       D. Kelly Almond, City Manager


Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk


William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney


Michael J. Pearce, Community





Development Director
Mayor Pro Tem Gentry called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. He called upon Rev. Clarence Johnson, Pastor of Elm Grove Baptist Church, 1302 US Highway 29 Business, to give the invocation.
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

The audience then rose to give the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of  America.
 
PROCLAMATIONS:
CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION FOR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY JANUARY 20, 2003.
Mayor Pro Tem Gentry then read a proclamation recognizing January 20th as Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Accepting the proclamation was Mr. Dick Frohock, Chairman of the Reidsville Human Relations Commission. (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.) Mr. Frohock outlined the activities planned that day jointly by the City's Human Relations Commission, the Reidsville Branch of the NAACP and the Chamber of Commerce: an 8 a.m. Unity Breakfast at Rockingham County Middle School; a 2 p.m. speech on the steps of City Hall; and a 3 p.m. service at First Baptist Church on Hubbard Street.

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.
Mayor Pro Tem Gentry asked if there were any items Council members would like pulled from the Consent Agenda? None were offered.
 
Councilman Henderson then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and approved unanimously by the Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Consent Agenda.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE DECEMBER 11, 2002 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES. 

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved the minutes of the December 11, 2002 regular meeting.

APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR CAPE FEAR RIVER BASIN WATERSHED INITIATIVE PROPOSAL.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 6-0 vote, the Council approved a resolution of support for the Cape Fear River Basin Watershed Initiative Proposal. In a memo to the City Manager dated December 27, 2002, Public Works Director Steve Routh noted that the proposal was drafted by the Cape Fear River Assembly, a nonprofit organization.  Routh recommended approval of the resolution, which follows:

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR CAPE FEAR RIVER BASIN WATERSHED INITIATIVE  PROPOSAL
WHEREAS, water is a resource of critical importance to the environmental and economic health of this Region, to the State of North Carolina, and to our Nation; and

WHEREAS, EPA has announced the development of a new watershed initiative program to achieve environmental improvements through broad stakeholder support; and

WHEREAS, EPA has requested nominations from Governors and Tribal Leaders for participation in this watershed initiative program; and 

WHEREAS, Governor Mike Easley and Coharie Tribal Chief Gene Faircloth have nominated the Cape Fear River basin proposal; and

WHEREAS, the Cape Fear River basin contains twenty-three percent of the land area and twenty-seven percent of the population of the state of North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Cape Fear River Assembly is a basin wide, diverse-interests river stewardship organization which was established in 1973; and

WHEREAS, the Cape Fear River Assembly has conducted a variety of comprehensive, coordinated water resource management projects; and

WHEREAS, we are dependent on effective management and continued availability of water resources in our Nation, State and in the Cape Fear River basin;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Reidsville hereby requests that the EPA favorably consider the proposal submitted by the Cape Fear River Assembly to conduct needed water resource management work within the Cape Fear River basin.

Adopted this the 8th day of January, 2003.







/s/












     John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD, Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/________________________________

    Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

- End of Consent Agenda -

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE VOLUNTARILY ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY .301 ACRES OF NON-CONTIGUOUS PROPERTY LOCATED AT 607 FLACK STREET. 
In making the staff report, City Manager Almond noted that the City requires properties outside the City limits seeking water or sewer hookup to be voluntarily annexed into the City. This was the case in this situation, and today's public hearing had been advertised. He noted that the Ordinance included a February 1 effective date to allow time to get it approved by the Justice Department.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry opened the public hearing at 3:05 p.m. by asking if there was anyone to speak in favor of the ordinance? No one came forward. He asked if there was anyone opposed to the ordinance? No one spoke. The Mayor Pro Tem closed the public hearing at 3:06 p.m.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Rucker and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Ordinance.

The Ordinance as approved follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE

CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE

CITY OF REIDSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

A02-04


WHEREAS, the City Council has been petitioned under G.S. 160A-58.1 to annex the area described below; and


WHEREAS, the City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and 


WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition and a public hearing on the question of this annexation was held at City Council Chambers, 230 West Morehead Street, at 3:00 P.M. on Wednesday, January 8, 2003, after due notice by publication on Friday, December 20, 2002; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the petition meets the requirements of G.S. 160A-58.1(b), to wit;

a. The nearest point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is not more than three (3) miles from the corporate limits of the City of Reidsville;

b. No point on the proposed satellite corporate limits is closer to another municipality than to the City of Reidsville;

c. The area described is so situated that the City of Reidsville will be able to provide the same services within the proposed satellite corporate limits that it provides within the primary corporate limits;

d. No subdivision, as defined in G.S. 160A-376, will be fragmented by this proposed annexation;

e. The area within the proposed satellite corporate limits when added to the area within all other satellite corporate limits, does not exceed ten percent (10%) of the area within the primary corporate limits of the City of Reidsville; and

WHEREAS, the City of Reidsville further finds that the petition has been signed by all the owners of real property in the area who are required by law to sign; and


WHEREAS, the City of Reidsville further finds that the petition is otherwise valid, and that the public health, safety and welfare of the City of Reidsville and of the area proposed for annexation will be best served by annexing the area described;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Reidsville, North Carolina that:


Section 1.
By virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-58.2, the following described non-contiguous territory is hereby annexed and made part of the City of Reidsville as of February 1, 2003:

Located, lying and being situated in intersection of Apple Street and Flack Street, and bounded and described as follows: Beginning at an iron stake set in the east margin of Apple Street, at intersection of Apple Street and Flack Street, said stake being South 33 degrees 36 feet East, 31.77 feet from a Cedar Post set in west margin of Apple Street; thence with the north margin of Flack Street, North 80 degrees 48 feet East, 175 feet to an iron stake set in north margin of said Flack Street, a new corner for W.T. Walker; thence a new line for W.T. Walker, North 22 degrees 55 feet West 80 feet to an iron stake another new corner with W.T. Walker, thence another new line through land of W.T. Walker, South 81 degrees 35 feet West 160.67 feet to an iron stake set in the East margin of Apple Street; thence with the east margin of Apple Street South 12 degrees 29 feet East, 80 feet to an iron stake at the intersection of Apple Street and Flack Street, the point of beginning. The above boundaries being copied from an actual survey and Pencil Map, made by A.N. Mattock, Surveyor, September 22nd, 1953, for W.T. Walker.


Section 2.
Upon and after February 1, 2003, the above described territory and its citizens and property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances and regulations in force in the City of Reidsville and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as other parts of the City of Reidsville. Said territory shall be subject to municipal taxes according to G.S. 160A-58.10.


Section 3.
The Mayor of the City of Reidsville shall cause to be recorded in the office of the Register of Deeds of Rockingham County, and in the office of the Secretary of State at Raleigh, North Carolina, an accurate map of the annexed territory, described in Section 1 above, together with a duly certified copy of this ordinance. Such a map shall also be delivered to the Rockingham County Board of Elections, as required by G.S. 163-288.1.


Adopted this 8th day of January, 2003.








______________________________








     John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD








           Mayor

ATTEST:





APPROVED AS TO FORM:

  ______________________


                 ___________________________


Angela G. Stadler




         William F. McLeod Jr.


      City Clerk





 
      City Attorney

- End of Public Hearings -

CONSIDERATION OF A RESIDENTIAL CONDEMNATION OF 612 PIEDMONT STREET. 

In making his staff report, Community Development Director Michael Pearce noted that staff is requesting the demolition of 612 Piedmont Street, which is owned by J.W. Wagoner Properties, LLC. The owner was noticed that there would be a hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer on September 19, 2002. At that meeting, the owner did not show up, and no evidence was presented, Pearce said. The Code Enforcement Order gave the owner 90 days to make repairs or remove the dwelling, which was sent by certified mail on September 30, 2002. No improvements have been made, Pearce said. He added that the dwelling has been declared "dilapidated" because the estimated cost of repairs ($18,000) exceeds 50% of the value of the home ($28,048).

Pearce stated that the owner has expressed interest in getting the building burned down by the Fire Department. Fire officials had told the owner that he would first have to check for asbestos, etc. The Community Development Director said he would like to have Council go ahead and approve the Ordinance to demolish today, just in case the owner fails to go ahead with his plans.

A brief discussion ensued about who was the property owner, and who the City was dealing with on this case. Pearce stated that staff had been dealing with a Mr. Wagoner in Waynesville.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to approve the Ordinance as presented.

The Ordinance as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 19th day of September, 2002 at 9:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 612 Piedmont Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No 8904-05-29-4335-00.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was served on the owners by certified mail on August 23, 2002.  Said owner being J. W. Wagoner Properties, LLC.

  WHEREAS, said owner did not appear at said hearing and presented no evidence, and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was delivered by certified mail to said property owner on September 30, 2002.  The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before December 19, 2002, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

  NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 612 Piedmont Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 8th day of January, 2002.

/s/_____________________________________

                John “Jay” M. Donecker, Mayor 

ATTEST:

/s/____________________________________

                Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

STATUS REPORT ON 1301 PENNROSE DRIVE AND 123 WILLIAMS STREET. 

1301 Pennrose Drive

Community Development Director Pearce noted that at its December meeting, Council approved an Ordinance to demolish 1301 Pennrose Drive, but delayed any action until the January meeting. He then turned the discussion over to Mr. Chris Burnette, the person interested in getting and fixing up the property.

Mr. Burnette informed Council that he had in his possession two quitclaim deeds signed by Lisa Waynick Kim and Hyo Chin Kim and notarized. He said he was ready to proceed, but he asked for more time from Council. Councilman Festerman asked Mr. Burnette to let Council see the quitclaim deeds, which were then circulated among Council members.

City Manager Almond asked Mr. Burnette if he planned to start immediately, to which Mr. Burnette replied in the affirmative. The City Manager noted this is the most progress that has been seen regarding the property in the past 10 years. He said he felt sure staff wouldn't mind recommending giving Mr. Burnette more time.

Councilman Henderson asked Mr. Burnette if he could see anything that would delay him going forward on the renovations. Mr. Burnette replied that he "hoped not." He said he'd like to start really soon the project, within the next couple of weeks.

Mr. Bob Burnette, Chris' father, asked to address Council. He noted that he and his son would have to go back and make sure there is nothing else outstanding on the property. He said it was his understanding that the IRS was willing to relinquish all claims against the property. He added that the State (NC Department of Revenue) was willing - as of this morning - to go along with what the IRS did.

Mr. Bob Burnette stated that the husband and wife who owned the house have been separated for some time. His son knew a boy who knew the owner, and that was how he was able to secure the quitclaim deeds. He added that they would still have to make sure there were no other judgments against the property. He asked for help from the City Attorney.

City Attorney Bill McLeod Jr. noted that he was only aware of taxes owed to the IRS and the NC Department of Revenue, at least that was the situation a few months ago. Tax liens will need to be updated, he said. He said he would help the Burnettes by looking through the records in the County tax office.

Councilwoman Zdanski made the motion that the demolition order be stayed for three months (until the April 9th meeting) with staff making progress reports at each monthly Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Henderson and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote.

123 Williams Street

Community Development Director Pearce noted that Council had tabled last month staff's request for a demolition order for 123 Williams Street. The order had been requested because the old church building violated the Non-Residential Maintenance Code, he said. Mr. Clinton Dobson was considering purchasing the building and turning it into a residence, and staff had been asked to get with Mr. Dobson and research to find out if this was possible.

Pearce said he had been working on a text amendment to the Zoning Ordinance, which would allow this with a Special Use Permit. This would allow the City to make use of "special opportunities" that might present themselves, he said.

Pearce said he had discussed with Mr. Dobson what would be presented at the Planning Board's February meeting. Mr. Dobson said he was going to proceed with his plans, even though Pearce said he could not give Mr. Dobson any assurances that it would work out. Staff, therefore, is recommending that City Council continue to table the issue and give staff more time to work on it.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to table the issue.

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS.

The Mayor Pro Tem asked if there was anyone who wanted to speak on non-agenda items?

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Kickoff Planned.

Ms. Brenda Durham of the Reidsville Chamber of Commerce informed Council she had recently attended a meeting for CEDS (Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy). A 10 a.m. kickoff is planned for February 24 at the Winston-Salem Coliseum. She said she felt it was important for Reidsville as a town to have a lot of input in this. She noted that consultants will be in Reidsville the week before the kickoff, and that they had been in Reidsville in December. Ms. Durham asked City officials to set aside some time, and she would make sure that the City was notified about it. She encouraged Council members to attend the 10 a.m. kickoff on February 24 and requested that the City Manager or a designated staff member be a part of this committee.

Complaint Made About Arlington Street Trash.

Ms. Clara Gunn of 1108 Lindsey Street noted that she is a volunteer for the Soup Kitchen on Arlington Street. She talked of how hard it is to get up Arlington Street because of the junked cars, refrigerators and trash on the street. She described it as "filthy."

City Manager Almond asked for clarification on the refrigerators, etc. on the street. He noted that they could have been left out for Public Works to pick up; therefore, they could be out for up to 6-7 days. Ms. Gunn acknowledged that, but she said the City needs to run a bulldozer up the street. The City Manager added that part of the problem is the narrowness of Arlington and the lack of off-street parking. Ms. Gunn said the parking situation was not as bad as the trash.

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT. 

Recognition for State Football Champions.

In making his Manager's Report, City Manager Almond referred to the first item about possibly doing something for the State Champion Reidsville Rams football team. He said he understood there were several efforts under way to get championship rings. He said he was not prepared to make a recommendation today, but that he would monitor what is going on. Mayor Pro Tem Gentry said he had talked with Coach Teague, and about $6,000 has been raised by the Boosters Club for rings. Councilman Rucker said he would still like for the City to do something on its own. It was noted that the City needed to proceed rather quickly on this.

Status of Demolition Budget.

Referring to Item No. 3 of his Manager's Report, City Manager Almond discussed the status of the City's budget for demolitions. He noted that, this being a tight budget year, the amount of monies in that account was lowered. Currently the budget for demolitions is overexpended by approximately $19,000, he explained. The City Manager said he is recommending that there be a Budget Ordinance Amendment placing $30,000 in that line item budget with an offsetting revenue line item increase of $30,000 for demolition recoupment costs.

Councilman Festerman made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and unanimously approved by Council in a 6-0 vote, to increase the demolition budget by $30,000 and to increase the revenue line item for demolition recoupment costs by $30,000.

The Budget Ordinance Amendment as approved follows:

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 7

     WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on June 12, 2002 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2002-2003; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes in the City's budget to appropriate funds for demolition costs; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on June 12, 2002 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account no. 10-3435-0002, Demolition Revenue, be increased by $30,000: 

Section 2. That expense account no. 10-4350-4400, Demolition Expense, be increased by $30,000: 

This the 8th day of January, 2003.

/s/        ________________________                                        

                  John  M. ‘Jay’ Donecker, VMD    

                                 Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/ _____________________                                   
Angela Stadler, City Clerk

Cell Tower Issue to be Revisited.

The City Manager noted, for Council's information, that the City had received a new cell tower application for the same site on Richardson Drive. It will be considered by Planning Board at its January meeting and will come before Council in February.

Human Relations Commission's Membership Total Lowered.

City Manager Almond turned over a discussion of the Human Relations Commission's request to lower its membership to City Attorney McLeod. The City Attorney noted that he took Section 9.5-2(a) of the City Code of Ordinances, which addresses the number of members on the HRC. He said he was recommending Council repeal that subsection and approve the one he rewrote. Currently the Commission has 18 members. City Attorney McLeod said he changed the composition of the board from 15 residents of the City to 12 residents of the City, with three citizens still coming from within the County. He also noted that he had changed the wording at the end of the paragraph to eliminate "disabled" and, instead, he rewrote it as follows: "To the extent possible, where applicants are available, endeavors shall be made to appoint members who are Caucasian, African-American, Hispanic, Asian-American, including anyone from any of these ethnic groups who may be disabled."

City Attorney McLeod distributed copies of the ordinance revision to City Council members.

Councilman Turner then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson, to repeal the old ordinance, Section 9.5-2(a), and adopt the new ordinance. The motion was unanimously approved 6-0. (A COPY OF THE REVISED ORDINANCE SECTION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THESE MINUTES.)

COUNCIL MEMBERS' REPORTS. 

Councilwoman Zdanski - The Councilwoman noted that the Historic Preservation Commission would not meet until the following Tuesday.

Discussing Chamber of Commerce activities, Councilwoman Zdanski noted there had been a ribbon cutting on Dec. 19 for the Backup Specialists and an Open House at the Chamber offices with "tasty" refreshments on Dec. 20. This Thursday at 8 a.m., a joint countywide coffee is planned at the Rockingham Community College Student Activities Center. The Chamber is taking part in planning the Martin Luther King Jr. activities for January 20. Councilwoman Zdanski noted that a wine seminar will be held at Eden City Hall at 6:30 p.m. on January 30, which is being sponsored by the area Chambers. On February 4, the Chamber's Community Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting will be held, she added.

Councilman Rucker - No report.

Councilman Festerman - Councilman Festerman asked Rev. Clarence Johnson if there would be a basketball game as part of the Martin Luther King Day activities? Rev. Johnson said yes, noting that the game would be held at 6 p.m. Saturday, January 18, in the Reidsville High School gymnasium. The Ministerial Alliance will be playing a team comprised of school teachers and coaches.

Councilman Turner - No report.

Councilman Henderson - The Councilman had no report, but he thanked all those citizens who sent cards and fruit baskets during his recent illness. He also thanked them for their prayers.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentry - The Mayor Pro Tem had no report, but he said he wished Reidsville's citizens a "happy and prosperous" New Year's.

Councilman Festerman then made the motion, seconded by Councilman Turner and approved unanimously by the Council in a 6-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 3:37 p.m.








______________________________








   Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

ATTEST:

_________________________________

John M. "Jay" Donecker, VMD

                  Mayor
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