MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE REIDSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
HELD WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2007, AT 3:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:
Mayor James K. Festerman

Mayor Pro-Tem Donald L. Gorham


Councilman John H. Gentry


Councilman John Henderson 

Councilman George O. Rucker

Councilman Clark Turner


Councilwoman Joan Zdanski


                                                                         

CITY STAFF PRESENT:                                    
D. Kelly Almond, City Manager
                                                                                    Libby Young, Deputy City Clerk
                                                                                   William F. McLeod Jr., City Attorney



Michael Pearce, Community Development Director



Diana Moran, Reidsville Downtown Corporation Events Coordinator
Mayor Festerman called the meeting to order at 3 p.m. and called on the Rev. Clarence Johnson from the audience to provide the invocation, as the scheduled minister had been called away unexpectedly.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mayor Festerman and the Council members led the audience in pledging allegiance to the American flag.

RECOGNITION OF RE-ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS.
The mayor offered his personal congratulations to Councilwoman Joan Zdanski and Councilman Clark Turner, who had retained their seats during the election process the day before.  Mayor Festerman also commended the other candidates for their willingness to serve the City.
SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS:

RECOGNITION OF ROBBIN MILLER AND THE EZ STREET CRUISERS CAR CLUB FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE 2007 DOWNTOWN CRUISE INS. 
Mayor Festerman asked Robbin Miller to come forward to receive the proclamation on behalf of the club. As Mr. Miller made his way to the front, the mayor then amended his request to invite the dozen or so club members in attendance.  The mayor said that as the members were assembling up front he wanted to say how much he appreciated their enthusiasm for the revitalization of the downtown area and also for their hard work in making each Friday night event a success.  He said he would read the proclamation and then some of the Council members would add their comments.  (A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES.) After reading the proclamation, the mayor said that he also wanted to commend Diana Moran, coordinator of the downtown events, for all of her efforts.
Councilman Gentry said that one reason that attendance at Reidsville’s fall festival has risen in recent years is because of the car show because a lot of people will come to town just for the car club feature.  
Mayor Pro Tem Gorham said he would echo all that had been said and that he had really enjoyed the Cruise Ins himself.  He said that the events drew people from neighboring counties such as Patrick, Henry, Alamance, Forsyth, and Guilford, and that this establishes a point of reference for Reidsville.

Councilwoman Zdanski said that when she was growing up in Ohio and watching her uncles drive their cars that she never would have imagined that one day she would be seeing those same models in a car show in Reidsville, North Carolina, not to mention having driven some of those models herself. She thanked the club members for giving her the opportunity to reminisce.

Councilman Turner, Council Liaison for the Reidsville Downtown Corporation, said that  the Cruise In events really made the downtown “come alive” and thanked the EZ Street Cruisers Car Club for their hard work to help showcase the downtown area.

Councilman Rucker brought laughter from the audience as he jokingly asked if they had any cars to donate and then said that he has three cars he plans to enter next year.
The mayor invited Diana Moran to say a few words, and she talked about how much she appreciated the diversity in the groups of people who came out each Friday night.  She thanked Mr. Miller and all the club members for their dedication and commitment to the Cruise Ins.

Mayor Festerman added that he would be remiss if he failed to mention Smith Stokes Chevrolet Buick to acknowledge their enthusiastic assistance during the events.  He then asked if there was anyone else who would like to speak.

Robbin Miller spoke on behalf of the car club to say that they thoroughly enjoyed the experience and thanked the City Council for their support of the car show and for their support of the initiative to draw attention back to downtown.  He said the car club had been a part of the fall festival events for the past ten years and that they look forward to continuing to do so. 
The mayor affirmed that intention and said that he knew that he and Mr. Miller would want to thank the local TV station WGSR-5 for their participation, particularly the young reporter from the station whose extensive knowledge of cars greatly enhanced his coverage of the event.
Mayor Festerman said that he knows that everyone looks forward to next year and led the audience in applause for the car club.  Robbin Miller then introduced the EZ Street Cruisers Car Club members in attendance:  Johnnie and Vergie Griffin, Willie Moore, Christine Lewis, Ken Pickle, Sammie and Jan Rakestraw, Willard and Marie Robertson, Marlin and Judy Yoder, Gary and Betty Burge, James and Ruth O’Bryant, Curtis Myers, and Mr. Miller’s wife, Ollie Miller.
RECOGNITION OF FIRE PREVENTION WEEK OCTOBER 7-13, 2007.
Mayor Festerman recognized Fire Prevention Week for the City, which is designed to encourage fire safety efforts and to commemorate the catastrophic Chicago Fire of 1871.
(A COPY OF THE PROCLAMATION IS HEREIN INCORPORATED TO BECOME PART OF THE MINUTES.)  Fire Chief David Bracken received the proclamation and said that the week is going well as fire safety programs are being reviewed in schools and other venues around the City.
APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Mayor Festerman asked the Council if there were any items to be pulled from the Consent Agenda, and there were none.

Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Councilman Henderson, to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was passed in a 7-0 vote.
CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 - APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 19, 2007 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES.

With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved the September 19, 2007, regular meeting minutes.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 - APPROVAL OF BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 4, WHICH APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR THE USE OF ALLOCATIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED BY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT.
With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 4 as follows: 

BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT NO. 4
          WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville adopted a budget ordinance on May 9, 2007 which established revenues and authorized expenditures for fiscal year 2007-2008; and

     WHEREAS, since the time of the adoption of said ordinance, it has become necessary to make certain changes to reduce the City's budget to appropriate funds for the use of allocations and donations received by the Police Department;
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Reidsville that the budget ordinance as adopted on May 9, 2007 is hereby amended as follows;

Section 1.   That revenue account number 10-3413-2000, State Unauthorized Substance Tax, be increased by $2,400.00; that revenue account number 10-3431-7000, Donations – Police Department, be increased by $500.00. 

Section 2. That expense account number 10-4310-5501, Firearms, be increased by $2,400.00; that expense account number 10-4314-2600, Community Policing Supplies, be increased by $500.00; 
This the 10th day of October, 2007.

                     /s/ _____________________                                        

                         James K. Festerman    

                         Mayor

ATTEST:

/s/_____________________                                   

    Angela G. Stadler, CMC

    City Clerk

CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 - APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 17-100 OF THE REIDSVILLE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO INCREASE THE REQUIRED VALUE OF VEHICLES FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING THEM “JUNKED”.  With the approval of the Consent Agenda in a 7-0 vote, the Council approved a request from Michael Pearce, Community Development Director, to amend Section 17-100 of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances as outlined in Mr. Pearce’s memo dated September 26, 2007.  (A COPY OF THE MEMO IS HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES.)
· End of Consent Agenda –
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR TO DEMOLISH 718 CRADDOCK STREET. 

Community Development Director Michael Pearce asked for permission to demolish 718 Craddock Street. After receiving complaints about the dwelling, the property was inspected by Code Inspector Tim Warner, and serious violations of the City’s Minimum Housing Code were uncovered, Pearce said. A title search was conducted, and it was established that the property owner is Roy J. Elium, of 919 Warren Street, Greensboro, Pearce said.

Pearce continued in saying that a hearing was held on April 12, 2007, after being advertised in the Reidsville Review on March 28th, with the property posted on March 26, 2007.  There were no lien holders to notify, and no one attended the hearing with the Code Enforcement Officer on April 12, 2007.  
An order to demolish the dwelling was delivered by Certified Mail to the owner on April 13, 2007, and posted on the property the same day.  Pearce reviewed that the ninety-day notice required by the Minimum Housing Code was given to Mr. Elium to demolish the dwelling himself and that the 90 days had expired on July 11, 2007, with no action on the owner’s part.  

Mr. Pearce clarified that the house had been vacant, open, and extensively vandalized, even to the point of someone starting a fire inside the house.  He said he has talked with the owner, who had stated that he intended to demolish the building but had not done so.
The water has been turned off and there are no liens or taxes owed on the property; therefore, Mr. Pearce said, he is requesting permission from the City to demolish it.

Mayor Festerman asked if there were any comments from anyone and whether there was a Mr. Elium present. No one responded.
Councilman Turner made a motion that Mr. Pearce’s recommendation for demolishing the dwelling be accepted.  Councilman Rucker seconded the motion, and the motion was passed on a unanimous vote.

The Ordinance to demolish as approved follows:

O R D I N A N C E

  BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:

  WHEREAS, on the 12th day of April, 2007 at 10:00 a.m., the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina conducted a hearing on violations of Chapter 4, Article II, Housing Code, Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4.26, for the property located at 718 Craddock Street, Reidsville, North Carolina Tax Map No. 8904-07-79-4966-00.  The Complaint and Notice of Hearing was delivered by posting said property on March 26, 2007 and by publication in the Reidsville Review on March 28, 2007.  Said owner being Roy J. Elium, 919 Warren Street, Greensboro, NC.  

WHEREAS, no one appeared at said hearing and whereas a copy of the Order of the Code Enforcement Inspector was served on the owner by Certified Mail on April 13, 2007 and by posting said property on April 13, 2007.   The Order allowed said owners to demolish and remove the above structure on or before July 11, 2007, and whereas there has been insufficient compliance with said Order in that said structure has not been demolished or removed, and remains dilapidated and unfit for human habitation, and constitutes a public health, safety, and fire hazard;

 NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the Reidsville Code of Ordinances, Section 4-29 (c), the Code Enforcement Inspector of Reidsville, North Carolina is hereby ordered to cause the above structure located at 718 Craddock Street, Reidsville, North Carolina, to be vacated, demolished and removed, in pending demolition and removal to be placarded said structure as provided by N.C.G. S. 160A443 and Section 4-29 (b) of the Reidsville Code of Ordinances.


This is the 10th day of October, 2007.

_____________________________________

James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________________

Angela G. Stadler, City Clerk

ITEM NO. 7 -CONSIDERATION OF ZONING ORDINANCE VIOLATION 

The mayor said that Item No. 7 on the agenda regarding 2300 Freeway Drive had been resolved shortly before the meeting this afternoon.
CONSIDERATION OF BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENT.
City Manager Almond passed the ballots to the Council members. 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT.
City Manager Almond said he wanted to ask the Council for both their position and whether they wanted to take any action on the recent issue of the 87 Bypass being rerouted around Reidsville.  He said that Council was already aware that the proposal of former Senator Bill Goldston to have the bypass changed would direct traffic from going through Reidsville on Freeway Drive to using Highway 14 from Highway 29 to make it easier for people to get to Eden. 
The city manager said that upon tracking the discussions some years ago with the Department of Transportation when the Southern Connector was being constructed, he recalled that Reidsville had consented at that time to allow Highway 87 to be removed from the downtown area, i.e. the former route using Barnes and Harrison Streets.
City Manager Almond said that he believes that the current situation warrants a different response because the proposed change would mean Reidsville would be giving up its main business corridor. Since the long-term effects on the City’s economy are unknown, Almond said he strongly recommended to Council that they take a firm stand against any proposal which directs traffic away from Freeway Drive.
Almond further stated that he found the proponents’ claim of transport truck drivers getting lost out in the Wentworth area when using the present route to be totally unfounded.  He said his experience with delivery companies indicates that drivers know exactly where they are going when they leave the docks, with the majority using GPS and other high-tech directional tools rather than relying on road signs.
The city manager added that last Friday Senator Goldston called to say they wanted to take the initial proposal off the table and submit an alternate plan to bring 87 up to Highway 29 by going past the old Holiday Inn, then south on 29 to the Southern Connector to bring it back around. Almond said he believes that to be an even more convoluted plan than the first.

Mayor Festerman asked if the Town of Wentworth has taken a position, to which Almond said that he is not sure if their Council has taken a formal position yet, but he assumes they will because they have voiced their strong opposition several times in other venues.
Councilman Gentry said that he doesn’t want to be a part of anything that hurts the business owners on Freeway Drive, and the mayor agreed by saying that he has heard more than once this past week that while the key to realtors’ sales is “location, location, location”, success for retail or merchant businesses hinges on “traffic, traffic, traffic”.
The mayor said he was prepared to make a motion if the Council members agreed.
Mayor Festerman made a motion that the Reidsville City Council stand firm for the 87 Bypass route to remain as it is.  Councilman Henderson seconded the motion.
The mayor called for any comments from Council.
The motion was then passed on a unanimous vote.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BOARD AND COMMISSION APPOINTMENT.
The Deputy City Clerk announced the following commission appointment:
Human Relations Commission – Mr. Joe Roach, 415 Roanoke Street, Reidsville, was unanimously re-instated in his position on the Commission.  (A COPY OF THE BALLOTS ARE HEREIN INCORPORATED AND MADE A PART OF THE MINUTES.)

Mayor Festerman asked how a newly-appointed board member would be informed of the Council’s action.  Angela Stadler, City Clerk, spoke from the audience to say that the Deputy City Clerk sends a welcoming letter of thanks and instruction to the new appointee.

Councilwoman Zdanski then asked the city manager what the course of action would be to formalize the Council’s action just taken regarding the 87 Bypass initiative, to which he answered that letters would be sent to Chairman Bass of the Board of Commissioners, the local D.O.T. Board Member, Doug Galyon, and to other appropriate officials.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Mayor Festerman then asked if there was anyone who wished to address Council.
James Monte speaks about harnessing solar energy.
As Mr. Monte approached the podium with papers in hand, the mayor asked if Mr. Monte was aware of the three-minute limit, and he said that he was.  

Mr. Monte introduced himself as a member of the American Solar Energy Society, the North Carolina Sustainable Energy Association, and NC GreenPower.  He gave a brief overview of a solar energy technologies program and talked about the growing need to harness solar energy to replace the diminishing fossil fuel sources.

Beth Simmons, President of Reidsville Chamber of Commerce
Ms. Simmons said she would like to report on a Chamber-conducted survey taken in regard to the 87 Bypass rerouting issue.  She said that thirty-four percent agreed with the rerouting plan and that half of those are Chamber members from Eden.  Sixty-six percent were opposed to the plan.  Of that majority, a third stated that they believed the proposed rerouting plan would be detrimental to existing businesses and more than one third suggested extending the bypass east on Freeway Drive to Highway 14, if avoiding a route through Wentworth is the main concern.
Diana Moran, Reidsville Downtown Corporation
Ms. Moran invited everyone to come to the 16th Annual Reidsville Downtown and Antique Alley Street Festival on Saturday, October 13th from 8-5 p.m. She said the event will be even better than last year and will be enhanced this year by the emerging Art District downtown. 

Ms. Moran also mentioned that the number of antique dealers continues to wane each year, which she believes is because they are reluctant to come for a one-day event.  With that in mind, an emphasis to increase the number of craftsmen and artists to draw the interest of children and young people toward art forms such as pottery, quilting, glass blowing, and woodworking is being made this year.  

She said that the street boundaries for the festival have been expanded this year to accommodate more cars and vendors and that more children’s events have been added. The weather forecast, she added, is the optimum for an outdoor event so she hoped that everyone would come out.

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS.
Councilman Henderson – No report.
Councilman Turner – The councilman said that after the glowing report of plans for the Downtown and Antique Alley Festival this weekend that he had nothing to add and would move directly to report on the ABC Board meeting he and the city manager had attended recently.  He said they reviewed the auditor’s report with the auditors present and found the records to be in good standing.

Mayor Pro Tem Gorham – The mayor pro tem said that the Planning Board met last month for a very short meeting because the application for rezoning had been withdrawn.  He said he would like to thank Mr. Gary Doss for his positive comments last month about the downtown improvements made over the past year. 

Councilman Gentry – No report.

Councilman Rucker – No report.

Councilwoman Zdanski – The councilwoman reported that she was unable to attend the Historic Preservation Commission meeting last month because of a conflict with a candidates’ forum but that the minutes from the meeting are in the packet. 

Councilwoman Zdanski said that the Reidsville Appearance Commission held its first Community Forum on October 4th at City Hall for a presentation by RCC Horticulturist and Lead Instructor Bradley Overby on winterizing yards, plants, bushes and trees.  She said that the most helpful tips he gave were on what not to do of the standard winterizing measures because of the current drought conditions.
The councilwoman then thanked the citizens of Reidsville for the opportunity of running for another term on City Council. 

Update on Lake Reidsville water level, water sales to Greensboro
The mayor asked City Manager Almond, after apologizing for putting him on the spot, to comment on the current status of Lake Reidsville and on the sale of water to Greensboro.
City Manager Almond said that as of this morning the lake was down about 27 inches, which is still only about two-thirds of the lowest point reached in the back-to-back droughts in 2001 and 2002, which had followed very dry summers in the previous two years. 
The city manager said that the lake is in good shape and although the water level is obviously going down that the situation is a very long way from needing to consider any water use limitations or restrictions.  He said that Reidsville is selling water to Greensboro as quickly as our treatment plant can process, which is currently 9 million gallons daily, with Reidsville customers using approximately 3.5 to 4 million gallons per day.
Councilman Turner said that one side effect of low lake levels is a loss of vegetation, and City Manager Almond said that another smaller side effect is that owners of large boats must wait until the lake level is high again to bring them in.  He reminded Council of its policy to view Lake Reidsville as a water source first and for recreation, second.
Councilwoman Zdanski said she had been out at the lake for most of the day on Saturday for a music event sponsored by the Reidsville Parks & Recreation Department.  Throughout the day, she said she made it a point to ask people if they were there for the music, for camping, or just to be at the lake.  She learned that most of the people were from out of town, and that the most prevalent comment she heard was that the lake is wonderful. 
The councilwoman said that she was impressed at the number of different activities going on simultaneously all during the day, such as soccer games, Boy Scout activities, the music fest, and a campground filled to capacity.  
Reminder of November Council Meeting Date Change
The mayor reminded everyone that the November City Council meeting had been moved forward one week to November 7.
CLOSED SESSION.

The Mayor stated that the Council would move to the first-floor conference room to go into Closed Session pursuant to General Assembly Statute G.S. 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with the attorney regarding a legal matter. 

Councilman Gentry made the motion, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Gorham and unanimously passed by Council in a 7-0 vote, to go into Closed Session for the cited reasons.
The mayor said that the Council will return to Council Chambers to adjourn after the Closed Session.

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.

Upon return to Open Session in Council Chambers, Mayor Pro Tem Gorham                      made a motion, seconded by Councilman Turner, and unanimously approved by Council in a 7-0 vote, to adjourn at approximately 4:05 p.m.






______________________________________







James K. Festerman, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________________

 Libby Young, Deputy City Clerk
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